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PREFA€B> 



JL HE rapid growth and efiects of Heligious Infi*^ ' 
delity upon pne hand, and the. vast expansive 
energy and operation of Religious Zeal on the 
other^ now furnish out to the view of mail* 
kind, the various phenomena of a most eventful 
moral coUision ; which seems to mark the Nine^ 
teenth Century for that era» wherein Reve- 
lation is either to be spoiled of all human re* 
spect, or else established triumphant throughout 
the world. 

MThether so critical a state of things will apo« 
logise for the following papers^ must be matter 
of great doubt. An Elementary View of 
Revelation^ which radically questions the past «nd 
existing modes of both its attack and dffetlce^ 
and wh^ch operates deeply upon ordinary notipns 
of The First Principles of Religious 
Credence, roust doubtless be a very ques- 
tionable thing, and tittle looked for at this tijme* 
It is jGstr ipore natural to expect, that innu* 
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iV i^REfACfi. 

merable fteligious and Sceptical Controversies^ 
had already 'wWug^t up*-at.Tgast all the sub^ 
stantial materials of argumentation. Upon the 
questions herein propSsed of an Element a RiT 
Nature. But, whjether this has been done ; jyv 

-, I'll i't ^ t'« Jti** '"■'■^-M **''*"• '•' • • -ri' ' ^'^ 

whether the Keal fLcoiifouY of ReV£LATJ[oj^ . 
lias been mlly recognised/ eitnfr by Sceptics, or by 
Keligionists ;. cannot but W c^oi'btful to one who 
Kas'not been able to gam, from an original and 
free conteiiiplatioh of the obvious materials, any 
other than the following view of the subject. 

What first led to this result, was simply but 
the desire of private and individual satisfaction; 
increased, no doubt, by some habits of inquiry 
concerning other matters, which though not ex- 
actly iconnected witH the present one, do yet na- 
turally, and alniost uh^tVoid^bly, drg^w the'at- 
tention to it. 

In submitting the matter to press, the considera- 
'tion' chiefly relied upon, in a faint hope that it 
may prove of some use, is, that though the points 
here treated, are certainly in the highest degree 
TiTAL in the subject^ yet, their fitness, con- 
sistency, and other merits, ai*e not to be 
isought for in those mazes of disputable obscurity 
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PREFACE. V 

in which some parts of the Cvx,^£NC£ of Reve-* 
lation arie enveloped ; but, on the contrary, they 
are the objects of ordinary understanding and 
attainment, and of such brief attention as ordi- 
nary avocations allow to every man. Conse- 
quently, they place the middle-bulk of Society 
nearly upon an equality of judgment, with both 
the Theologian and the Academical Sophist; as 
Providence must have designed, with regard to 
the First Principles of any true Revelation. 
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AN INQUIRY, 



SECTION FIRST. 

Preparatory Considerations. — The Object of the 
Inquiry proposed*-^ The general Demand of 
Sceptics stated. — The various Answers of Re- 
ligionists noticed. — Other Considerations sug- 
gested for Inquiry. , 

xCELIGION, it has been said, is a species of 
philosophy: and there can be no doubt that a 
true religion must be such.^ — We cannot reject a 
system of religion for containing some doctrines 
M^bich lie beyond human comprehension ; be- 
cause the like difficulties present themselves, 
concerning undoubted realities^ in various other 
branches of science; for instance^ the doctrine, 
of the Trinity, itself is not more incomprebene 
sible to us, than the composition of material body^, 
which we seem, to see and handle every day. — But 
while this much must be granted in favor of 
what lies beyond the view and judgment of reason; 
it holds nevertheless, that all those essential con- 
siderations of religion which are placed within 

B, 
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2 SECTION I. 

the cognizance of our faculties, ought to be found 
eonsistent with each other, an^- agreeable with 
sound reason upon the whole. 

Among the considerations involved by the 
above reflection, is this one j that, as in every 
other branch of science all doubtful matters of 
fact are inadmissible, so in the investigation of 
a system of religion, especially in such an in- 
i^uiry a€^ the following, ive cannot entertain any 
matter wbi<^h . rests upon disputable authority: 
Qiir judgmeiit upon all such, must* result in tlie 
way of conclusion, from the nature of things 
which are known, 

These remarks merely apprise the reader, of 
the spirit of inquiry to be entertained} and the ge- 
neral course of investigation will be the following. 

FIRST. — To endeavour to ascertain, upon ge- 
neral principles, what spiRrr, and aspeqt, ought 
to be possessed by any revelation granted to 
mankind. 

SECONDLY.— To e:^araine what is the evi- 
dent spiEix, of that reputed revelation which is 
actually held out to us for acceptance. 

THIRDLY. — To inquire what obvious g;e- 
KERAL ASPECT that Tcvelation presents, in its in- 
dispulable facts ; and, how far it agrees with tjie 
profess spirit. 
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SECTION r. 3 

Accordtngly as all these three considerations 
shall be found to approach to<vard, or to recede 
from, a coincidence in result ; in that degree 
will the reputed revelation appi^&r to be either 
Well founded, or, in some way or other at vari- 
ance with the suggestions of sound reason. 

The present section ^^ili be devoted to some 
preparatory tonsider^tloils. 



PRtOft to the acceptance of a disputed jrevela- 
tion, and pribr to the examination of the evi- 
dences df any such, there is a question to be 
decided, which will be foutid to possess the 
highest importance herein. It is thi6 \ — What 
Optfl^Ht to he the AMotJi^t of evidence^ to entitle 
any reputed revelation to belief? 

iThis is a questioti which does not belong ia 
I'evelatioti itself^ and cannot be Appealed to its 
jurisdiction : it mui^t be ireferreii to the laws op 

our tNTELLECTUAL AKD MOUAL CONStlTUTION.-r^ 

We may, in point of fact, nKake any degree of pro- 
gress in the evideilcds of rfev^aled religion, before- 
hand ; but v^hen ive ha^ve so done, we must, m 
pt^itit 6f reaisoning) bfe referred back to that code 
which 1 have already named, to learn therein^ 
whether the AMOtJNt 6f evidence produced, equals 

thAt whi6h ive are entitled t6 demand. 

B 2 
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4 SECTION I. 

From the numberless controversies which have 
been carried on, between the advocates of revela- 
tion and Jts adversaries, it is manifest, that this 
question has never been decided, but, indeed, 
seems to be the farthest thing from it that can 
be. This is an evil which may be very little felt 
by firm adherents to the cause of revealed re- 
ligion, at least so far as regards their own 
hopes, or fears. But it is not for persons of this 
description that inquiries on the present subject 
need now be undertaken : And with regard to 
others ; that is, with unbelievers, with sceptics, 
and with loose thinkers of every degree and de- 
scription .; and likewise with many thousands of 
well disposed part-hdievers^ the case is very dif- 
ferent. The effects to these are, in too many 
instances, very unfortunate and melancholy for 
the parties themselves, and very extensively 
baneful to the general interests of society. 

The first qttestion upon the subject of re- 
vealed religion usually asked by all these per- 
sons, is this ; — Why ought the truth of re- 
velation to labour under any difficulty at all ? — 
Why ought that which comes in the professed 
name of light itself j to be found void of all such 
obvious proof as must appeal to every under- 
standing? ^This question, too, they put with 
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SECTION I. S 

SO much confidence of its reasonableness; that, 
upon its not being answered, and highly answer-* 
tdy on the very threshold of inquiry, they turn 
back, once and for all, filled by that ^' cofUempt 
prior to examirwtionj^ which may justly be con<- 
sidered one of the most baneful and contagious 
sentiments, that can be entertained on the sub* 
ject» , 

How very general the above • mentioned de- 
mand is in society at large, is not only manifest 
to every man's particular remark, but may be 
more generally gathered from the reiterated com- 
plaints made upon it by the leading writers in 

behalf of revelation. O^e of these, a dignified 

author, in high and deserved estimation, intro- 
duces an appropriate section of his^ Work with 
the following statement : — ^^ It has been thought 
by some persons, that if the evidence of revela- 
tion appears doubtful, this itself turns into a 
positive argument against it ; because it cannot ' 
be supposed, that, if it were true, it would bt 
left tosubsjst upon doubtful evidence^ And the 
objection against revelation, from its not being 
universal, is often insisted upon, as of great 

weight."* Another much esteemed writer,., 

begins a correspondent division of his book with 

the following remark : — ** Of a revelation which 

• Bishop Butler. 
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i^ally came from God, the pl*oo<'', it has been 
said, would in all ages be so public and manifest, 
that no part of the hiimati species \f onld have re- 
Aiatoed ignorant of it \ no understanding could 

jfatl of being confinced by it/' * A thiIii> 

learned ditine, who has gone largely into a view 
of the deistical writers^ animadverts upon one 
of those writers in the following terms: — " I shall 
only take notice'of one thing more, (which is in- 
deed th« tiiost plausible thing in his whole i|^ok,) 
Hiat is, fhat the generality of mankind, even 
those among whom Christianity is published, 
dtatti^t be obliged to believe, because they have 
not a capacity to discern and judge of the proofs 
and arguments whitih are brought for it." f 

It must be quite unnecessary to add to the 
litintber of these authoritiei^, to sbow vrhatis tt»e 
general sentiment upon this sobjedt^ as well with 
the ordinary mass of mankiml, as with the moist 
sAibtle and fastidious unbelievers^ And^ Whe- 
ther this high demand, for a general and phviovM 
dirtaiMy, prove ultimately well founded^ ot* the 
<»litl<ary, it cannot be denied, that, updn xi first 
(AT mperficM vieifC of tht general st^ject, it seems 
but Uiatul'al for all men to feel in this way; in- 
sotftuch, that perhaps there are very few, even 
^ ♦ Archd^tcon Paltey. j Dr. Inland. 
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SECTION f. t 

among thinking believers^ who have ik^» at. same 
time^ recognised a wi$h» tbat the proof of rsve*- 
latioQ had been, of tha o^ost clear and di»vio«is 
nature. 

Here I am brought to observe, that th« 
demand in qu^tiou has not been repelled 
Mritb a high hs^nd by religionietSt in the proper 
place ; that is, it has not been repelled at Htm 
veryi outset qf iuvestigatitm, which is the imparls 
ant and critii^al spot whejeon it is usnallsf uttared: 
npr has it, indeed^ so far as I am awarq, been 
completely repelled at all, ripr yet any near apr 
proximation made to this desirable end. . What 
HAS been doipe wit|h this view, we usually find 
postponed to a display of a considerable portion 
Qf the evidence in favor of the cause ; and the 
plain consequence of this is, that contemptuous 
unbelievers, and sceptics in general, will not 
wade through so far, as to come at the answer 
of their demand; because they are all previousfy 
made np in opinion, that there ought to be no 
obscurity at aU,. at least as to the truth of some 
one plain maw^estation^ capable of supporting all 
the counter-phenomena of the system. — But, thia 
is by no means the whole extent of the existing 
evil; for, if a f?w sceptical individuals, yielding 
at any time to the impulses of a strong rational- 
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i SECTION f. 

ity, do penetrate to the defence set up'; they find 
that it wears the appearance of having been /)ne- 
det^tialfy pdstponedy only because it is not conclu- 
siv€f or of such a nature as can satisfy persons 
of their description* 

' To assign reasons for the obscurities or imper- 
fections of revelation, as a system, by tracing a 
parallel or analogy between it and the general 
system of nature, (as has been done) ought in- 
deed to go a great way, not only to satisfy be- 
lievers, bujt also to silence adversaries, so^r as 
regards mixture oJ' appearance. But, I appre^ 
hend, this forms no answer at all to the great de* 
mand in question ; namely. Why there are not 
unquestionable vouchers for some one, at least, of 
the scripture miracles; which, ifthits accredited, 
might reasonably over-rule all objections against 
the system in general. — This indeed seems to be 
virtually conceded by the learned author him- 
self, who has so well laid out the argument from 
analogy: for he says that, *' objections against 
the evidences of Christianity are most seriously 
to be considered ;"— while, in the same passage^ 
he only contends, that, " objections against 
Christianity itself, are in a great measure frivo- 
lous; almost all objections against it, excej)t 
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piMiof of it&:oo8i)tng from GodL" * 
• But bem.to. bsgM aiik^ incj^rjE upcm elfear 
gvaaidv kt us afik> wore pivtictekiriy, VKhat istiie 
najiiiv a04i ecvlefi^ oi praof, wbicli. unholreven; iti: 
gaieral Uara denkaoded^--By doing tbis^ we* 
shall asce^taib uriiether t^e^r have rejected' veve* 
latioD inftetely OB accoiMB4r of its m^if comjrfanoii, 
QiV vatkeF^ upm a siseaxiiiip iBore reasoDable plea^ 
thattiketA ut nvi\ cmg^ oBTiQVia pboof of miy^ one of 
its- $mrao9U0us credemiialsi-fTBf this reference^ 
abMv.iiM^ipajt pelrhaps settle^ or at least avoids 
an3» troublesoipe dispute^ about, teka^t sfaaH b^* 
adimttad m proof » 

FiB6T». than;-T* A modera seeptkal phLkiaoplier 
of. the very ficstpreteiisioBS« vhose opiaioiis hatre. 
foi««d a grand rallying point for uabcUerera^ 
and whose speculatioDs upon this sabj«^ bavtt* 
i^ery repeatedly, been a; theine of ammad version, 
has laid, the foHowii^ charge agaiustt christiaDH 
ty$:nasiely»^ *^ that there i&not to b^ found ia 
aU. bifitory any miracle^ attested by a suft^ienfr 
nMndnei^ of men^ of sueb unquestioned good 
sen^ti. ^iiic^liQix^. aaid lear»iiig» as to ^ff^io unf 
stg^W^t ^U delusion ia tb^inselvea; of sM^^h wmi 
4«ftl*»di io*«grity a$r tp pUo© them ^b^v^^aM n»^ 
• Butler's AivJipsff, P»rt 2. Chip. $. ^ ^ 
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m SECTION I. 

picionof a design'to deceive others'; of such cre- 
dit and respectability in tlie eyes of mankind, 
as to have a great deal to lose in case of being 
detected in a falsehood ; and, at the same time^ 
attesting such facts, performed in such a public 
manner, and in so Celebrated a part of the world, 
as to render the detection unavoidable.^*—^* 
Besides this, the same author does indeed, in the 
same piece, and in a paroxysm of his fiivorite 
mode of philosophizing, express far more unreal 
sionable objections, or demands, than are impli^ 
ed herein : But, in the same piece also^ he subse- 
qumtfy.andfinalfy abates of this fli^t ; and there 
seems no doubt that, had the christian miracles 
been vouched for by the Jewish and Rmaan Ru- 
lers and other public men, even this arch*unbe^ 
liever must] have treated the story with much 
more respect than he has done. 
, Sfioon DLY.— If now we turn from atheistical to 
deistical writers, we shall ^find, that Mr. Hpme 
would have stood nearly alone, if he had not 
adhered 'to the most moderate of his demands 
above quoted : for these deistical writers s^em 
to require just such kind of proof, as is thus al- 
luded to by Hume. Some of them, for instance, 
suggest that Jesus ought, after his resurrection, 
' • Hume's Essays. 
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SECTION I.* 11 

to hftYe sbejvvn himself openly to the Jtwisk 
Priests and Rulers; or, to have walked aboat 
in the public market plaoe. And it must be ob«- 
vicmf, that, as to any other specific act of this 
nature that might be proposed^ it would not 
change the natum of that proof which could have 
resulted firom it, to men of latter age^f; which 
proof must at any rate have been that of testi* 
ifONY, and which it appears would, ifsuffidewtly 
high afud extensive^ have satisfied these deists. 

Thirdly. — If, beyond the unbelieving writers, 
we look to the m^ss of unbelieving talkers in so- 
ei^^ I iipagine, very few of them would demand 
better vouchers for the resurrection of Jesus; 
tiian they may bavcf for the pESTitucriON c^ 

If^RqSALEM. 

Lastly. — ^Upqn the iwhple, I think, we need 
i^ot pitch the general demamf of sceptii^ in reve* 
iation, higher, than to receive an equal amount 
of testimony for th^ christian miracles, to that 
they have for the best attested events in the Ro* 
man history. But, to this height the demand 
certainly does amount. And, at the same tim^ 
1 do not apprehend that any impartial and inteK 
ligent christian will assert, that the existing tes^ 
timony of the Apostles is quite so unquestion- 
able (the extreme nature of the subject considered) 

C 2 
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M that of all the JewMiaod Boman paiilic nen^ia 
con^rreDce, maat have been. But tf «eal m the 
cause fldiaU carry any one 86 far as to assert this* 
it will oot at ail cure, nor even pidUate, the gfand 
evil which we have here to eoqsider; since it is 
vndeoiable, that there are wuUwns of laeii (and 
of men, too* whose sentiments have less or more 
o{ influence insoeieiy) who would not hear the 
comparison - of these two different aathoritieSy 
without feelings of great disgust. 

' The general sentiment on one side of the sabr 
ject, being thus stated ; let us now turn to the 
advocates of rerelation, and inquire of them, 
more particularly, whether they have rep^H^ 
this high demand : Or, how, and to what ei:- 
tent, they have met it with reasons to obviate so 
obtrusive, so sweeping, and so baneful an ob- 
jection. 

IN THE FIRST PLACE. ^ — ^To satisfy in- 
Hquisitif e persons on this bead, there has been 
traced out (as I have already noticed) a genera! 
analogy, between the system ofrevelution and the 
great ejfstem of nature.^V^oth these systems, 
alike, are fonnd cloaded With difficulties; and, 
it mnst be confessed, we do not fully coniprehend 
either of them. If theretbre the last iiieutioned 
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sygteiA, vKidi te certainly the *woA '6riSfei>, bfe 
not irejei5ted as imdh, on account of tift difficttl^ 
lie« ; >80, neither ought revelation io be rejected, 
because of difficultieB Mrhich ^re «hewii to he 
but anaktgi^us to those of the other g^ystem. 

This arg^ument has been treated at large, With 
justly admired ingeuntty by JBishop BmHer: and 
it ought to be consulted by every one who Uronld 
do justice either to the subject, or to himself in 
regard to it : for the train of reasoning pursued 
by this writer, can hardly fail of making a very 
jcoosiderable impression upon the tnind of every 
impartial inquirer. But it is incumbetrt herb 
-upon us to add, that the argument is not canclu- 
nve; especially fiot so^ in oMstver to ike high &- 
nvand /or h^ OBVioys certainty herein.— Per- 
haps no fitter general observation could be tnade 
-upon it, than has been done by its author, in hiss 
conclusion. — " Those who believe, will here finfl 
" Christianity cleared of objections, and the evi- 
" deuce of it in a peculiar manner strengthened: 
*^ Those who do not believe, will at least be 
'^ shewn the absurdity of all attempts to prove 

*• Christianity fiatlse." But, here the authors 

remark, which seems just in other points of view, 
is iiEuiIty in this, that it overlooks (or rather, it 
•CoalA not avoid what the author has duly recog-^. 
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14 SECTION. I. 

nized) the difficulty, that with UKBELiEVcits it i« 
always beld to he^a positive pi oof qf falsehood in 
revelation, that it is not indUputoN^ te^tifi^d to 
be true. — Now, i\\U is the very evil we are hexe 
principally engaged to consider : ^nd therefora» 
in regard to it, the author's acknowledged sum 
of the arguqiept from ^nalo^y, l^ave$ us onlf 
where we were. 

BUT SECONDI^Y.-^T^Besides tb« »bo?e 
mentioped analogy, there are other reasona» 
which hav^ beei^ assigned to justify revelation; 
and, more particularly, to justify the want of 
more manifest testimonies of its credential mira- 
cles. Archdeacon Pdley adopts th^ considera- 
tion, that ** an overpowering CYidence, such as 
^^ the adversaries of revelatiop r^uire, would 
" restrain the voluntary powers too much." — 
And, besides various other evil moral conse- 
quences which he supppses would be induced by 
it^ he farther thinks, that men would be too 
much called off from their temporal affairs ; in« 
somuch that '' if such a state of things were nni- 
'' versal, or long continued, he doubts whether 

" the business of the world could go on/' 

Now, this argun^ent, as well as, that from analo- 
gy, ought to be fairly consulted; and every 
weight rested upon it, which it may be Ibund 
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capable of supporting. — In the given state of 
things which this author supposes, it ivould; 
doubtless, be attended with some such effects. 
But I apprehend that, as a defence in the emst- 
nig east^ it is more specious than solid: And, 
indeed, this judicious writer does not introduce 
it with^any appearance of undue confidence in. 
its sufficietldy. 

In order to shew hei^e thttt it is really inappli- 
calile, the isceptic might dispute whether thie hu- 
man riilnd could be long continued under a pre-' 
vention of moral agency, hy the power of any 
C<:mtinued miracle ; or whether human beifigib' 
would be thereby debarred from the solace of 
tfaeii* * Vaiious ' craving appetites and - passions, 
which are ever so strong, and by their acfual.pre-' 
seneeso commanding. It- is- true, indeed, the 
first chrii^tiani^ appear to have subjected their in- 
dividual private interests in a great degree, to 
the common-weaL But I do not imagine that 
Mr. Paley, w^hen he dftes this in proof ^^' his 
arguin^ht, intends thereby to assert that it 
amounted to a stagnaitiondf their temporal bu- 
siness : Neither' can he be supposed to insinu- 
ate, that those exemplary christians acted under 
prwgure of a motive so nearly mechanical, as to 
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Biaka tb^n). ^r/eitl^eif claims^ to christian vicffit, 

or reward. 

BxJitfy^y du;pi;itta,. or speculation,, upon this, 
firat yiew^ of tb^. m^tt^Tsu maybe aYoided^ afH)« 
iii4f^d, iiiusttb^:A<L|d wid^ For we t^av^t^it. al-* 
read]?: ia evideacQ) that miMievera, aod c^relfM 
p^rao^a in gmer^)^ dff wt demfmd 09^ wmjHmfr^ 
ing evidence. On the contrary, it appeanah tbati 
unless, it. bfi a. fe^' extravagwts^^ tjkegf. r^qgire 
onlg teMi^mii^ar pa^ mirqple^f^ of snqh a strengjilau 
astbejr bav^ gf^v^A ^ima for t^be moat oartiWI- 
f^cts i^ ^Bi^i^t . h^toiiy.--*It i» clear» tb€{Fe^q«^ 
t^t^ tlaiis I :l^rned author be^e aiipp^sfsa braH^ 
qfdeqcij^R^ which 4Qes f^^f9er4^Qt^t^ni;\ w^ 
that h^ for the momentv oy^nlpoJ^ ti|9^ th^>'^4f 
ra^llx ■^. n«7i gyeat di«taaWi : M^een tMldf- 
ggnef of. eeiiftfiinty, whi«¥ ^«^^^ 4«^Va« and ^ 
^:«riera^iof unconvertfid pfar«on« rfqipiii^; w^; 
thfit.wUd^il^ of $oweiiii^:v wbor would bavQ 
reflation " tvrHt^n^i^ ihi^Mes.]' 

in ifiiiie^ Jt would he g^g: quite too far, to s^y^ 
t)ipt pujr ^oluBilary poiw^nar would ki^ rmtmn^ 
too laupbf b^f such a qa^e of proof v i» gaa^r^^ 
calladf |b^ 4^i)4k fron^ tfa$ cwdiMt: 0£ IhoqaanAlip 
who fl^T^ douJb^ii Ibe tciithiof reMAMuoni: w» 
(w^e prett)! «tmng a^aumaMv tkaA:tbe bestttealk* 
itiony to past miracles, would not drive the peo* 
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pie of the present times, to neglect their worldly 
interests, to any very deadly (extent. 

YET THIRDLY. -There is another spe- 
cies of reason, whiqh has l^een assigned to jus- 
tify the want of manifest proof herein : It is of a 
political nature ; and is supposed to )iave opera- 
ted daring the actual display of th)e christian 
iniracles. — ■ — In answer to the suggestions of 
deists, that Jesus ought, after his resurrection, 
to b^ve shewn hipQself qpenly to the Jewish 
priests and rulers; or, that he might have 
walked about publicly in the market place; it 
has been objected, that, ** if he bad dope so, and 
'^ been publicly visited; and the people had ga- 
** thered about him in crowds, as flight in that 
** case have beep expected; this roust have awa- 
'* li^enj^d botl) tl^e jealousy qf the Jewish chief 
^' priests and rulers, and of the Roman govern- 
'* ment; and might, in the temper the Jews were 
** then in, have probably produced tumults and in- 
''. survections, which would have brought a great 
'' slur upon Christianity at its first appearance.'' * 

iNow, if political reasons be admissible here, 
there, may be a variety, of this species, which 
might perhaps be very fairly offered to answer 
same olgectiam against revelation. And, farther. 



* Lehnd on the deislical writers. 
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18 SECTION I. 

is manifest that Jesus did observe a most prudent 
line of conduct, in avoiding every thing which 
might have afforded his enemies any pl-etence to 
say, that he aimed at worldly aggrandisement. 
— ^Tbere is One objection, in particular, which I 
imagine may with great appearance of reason be 
referred to this policy; namely, the silence of 
Jesus in regard to the' general usage of slavery 
in the world. Perhaps nothing would have been 
more likely to have raised^the Roman power, ds 
well as the Jewish, into a flame of indignation, 
than his preaching the general emancipation of 
slaves ; and they would thereupon h^ve had a 
very plausible occasion to brand his name with 
charges of temporal ambition and seditious prac- 
tices : while, as his doctrine of universal brother- 
ly love, manifestly contained the equally univer- 
sal principle of freedom from slavery, he surely 
might have calculated upon its due operation iu 
the fulness of time ; and in fact, our own age is 
the glad witness of the rapid accomplishment of 
this, his implied command. But, in regard to 
the subject before us, whether there be not a 
variety of ways, in which such a miracle as the 
RESURRECTION, might havc been publicly mani- 
fested, without giving room for any pretence to 
misconstrue the designs of Jesus ; is a matter 
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wl^jyeji^ 4ij(ib6liever9 will t|Uce leave to judge for 
ttiemsehres. And tbe world finds, to its co$t> 
that tbey Jiave not attached much weight, to thia 
political argument, so far as }t mgards the ori* 
gioal concealmjent of thie cbriitiau miracles from 
obvious view. 

FOURTH AND LASTLY.— There is yet 
ag^io aiipther argument to defend tbe nmtter ia 
q^^stion.-«>rGROTius has given ys a very curious 
d«fw^e 9i h ; and it will be highly important 
biere^ to mftrk what this great authority has made 
Q^^ conc^^nimg it 

Vif9tf he saysi — ^' It is the will of Goi) that 
** IJiKtf^ things which he would have us beli^ve» 
^^ no f^ that faith should be accepted from us as 
'^ oh^A^Qce, should not be so very plain, as 
<« tb^ae thif^ we perceive by pur sen^ea^ and by 
'' demonstration ; but only so far as ia suffici^t 
^ to proiciiirre .Ike bdief^ and perauade a man of 
<< Ibie thiBgi. who i» not absolutely b^nt i^9fin&t 
"It/'* ; 

Now» I MA satisfied that tbis» ^oasidered at a 

C0n0h$$im9 i^ just : But I am ap for reaiona which 

d0 mt yet appear ; and^ in this passage, we bave 

rnebely tbe author's iwerfiau, iw he does pot of" 

^wn aajy r^Mdn k% it is Goo's will> «a«ept it 

\ * a«t CMv*! Grotiv*, Book 9» Sect 19. 
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20 ^ SECTION I. , 

is by saying that " the Gospel is thms a toueh-s^e 
*^ to try mefis honest dispositions hy.*' But this 
last, also, is only his opinion ; and perhaps it is 
not an universally correct one; since, I iiddigine 
it possible, si m&in may be blind to the truth of 
scripture, without being therefore dishonest 

Grotiiis indeed, obi^erves justly, that difi^r* 
ent things must have different kinds of proof; 
But, when he citeS the instance of '^ natural of- 
^^fection betwelen parents and children^ tiho eon he 
^* knoum no other way^^ he certainly cannot mean 
to deny, that we should have had fiir Idghtt 
general claitris of testimony^ for the christian mi* 
racles, from the nnunimons voice of the Jewish 
and Roman public men ; than we can have fot 
natural relationship, from the single and interest^ 
ed testimony of any mother, however honorable 
she may be in point of fact* <i ' ■ 

But this, his first argument, subh as it is, tlie 
author himself refutes in the same place; afid in 
a very remarkable manner, by the following ad- 
dition ; — ^ And since the long continuance of 
*^ the christian religion, and th6 propagation of 
^* it so far, cannot be attributed to . any . hoinan 
** power, it follows, that it must be attributed to 
*' miracles: or, if any one should deny it to hawe. 
** been done by miracles, this very thing, that it 
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*• shoald, nvithout a miracle, gather so much 
" strength and power, ought to be looked upon as 
" greater than a miracle/' . 

Thus, within the space of a few lines we are 
told, thjlt the scripture test of an honest and ac- 
ceptable man, is, his yielding to evidence that 
is " su^FicifcNt rb persuade;" and yet, at the 
same time, Ihat a single one of the existing eVi* 
dences is aciually, id efleot, either demonstrative, 
or mare thandemwistralive. Now, the real thing 
manifested hereby, is, that Grotius wais, in this 
attempt, not able to assign any^ sufficient reason, 
WHY lY i> the wUl of Goi} that We shall not be" 
fomished with obvious proof; else, he cbvM not 
have so immediately ialletl* into sach a plain con* 
tradiction of himself. ' But, besides this, the 
pro^fhe has at last adopted^ has not been built 
upon by succeeding religionists, as bein^ capable 
of sustaining any such weight. — ^Even rf thie con- 
tiniiance of the religion had been a singer fact, 
itiloes. not follow that it must be mimculoiis; 
But, the £iet itself is not unparalleled. Tlie! Op- 
dinances ofMenou, appear to be be nearly com- 
mensurate in time, witii both the Mosaic and 
Christian dispensations^ put together; and the 
Hindoo religion still flottrishes in undtminfihed 
vigour and extent. 
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Upon this vAStable ant} either way oosatis* 
fiMtory reasoning of Groti^s, and v^n the high* 
ly important consequences it involves, I shall 
l^ve occasion to remfurk fi^rther, in the sequel. 

Hii^BE novr, I aip. not aware, that a^y otlyer 
material argument has been advaiteed by the 
lyodern defenders of revela^iop* of a nature ra- 
di<^ly dtfier^t from all the fin^gping. Aad» 
npq^ ^ whole it is evident, that those which 
We fafeen hwe ennmeratedv do nqt anojont to 
^at sufficient force, that can p^t down the.gfe^t 
deotaqd daj4 \ovd outcry o^ liinheli^yers, fop,f» 
«^t«l(» ^«f4^U^m V* .*M- «»'¥<* </■ 99m \*v, flf 
tlm^wr^ cr«fMki&-— But, tlw hanefiil eitcts in 
«9)Qiety must be ?aa^ apd qontint^f^Uy oi) the i|a^ 
orease, if all these vanf us olasi^s he left uoofi- 
fQsed by sound moment; and the luit cire«> 
lating poisoft of " a eetOmpt prior tQ emmmfh 
tio»" b«, permitted to fi(m t^roiwd^ .through tbe 
(^iJMin«l o£4Am o«^ iemmi, without! any ona be* 
itog abi» tf^fias uftonitithe iinputatioo* of being 
a«9 pifkfred. violitimii of reasoob^The itff«Attattce, 
tlwNRefwfe, of ftny aaqgwnent whwh nay sHende 
i6m ci«in», mMit be highly evMkat; and.it can- 
VAX hft too mod) to aay> tiiaiit woi^d be. siienfi^ 
'W% aj»)OJ^ciioA whi(Db boa prodocodi mori ex» 
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tensive evil resulted than all the other objectiotiii 
against revelation, put together, 

This last consideration brings me to state, that 
one of the principal objects of the following in- 
quiry» 19 to show, that the general demcmd for an 
oJmous isertainty ofrisvelation is quite unfounded m 
the nature of things ; since it ipay be shewn to 
be, in a very high manner forbidden, upon seve- 
ral very different but concuitrent principles, and 
moHof all by the laws op, oun moral consti- 
tution. 

The error of requiring obvious proof herein is, 
indeed, oue which forces itself very early into 
the ttiind, and stands there in the garb of a first 
;§ind irriesistible suggestion of reason: hence it 
finds acceptance as readily with the ordinary 
mass of mankind, as with the schooled unbe- 
licn^er: and hence, also, many writers in behalf 
of revelation, yielding to the genered prejudice, 
hid up to this demand^ by assertions that we have, 
or may have, demonstration^ proof and certainty ^ 
as attainments within the reach bf every ordinary 
man. But after a due examination of some rea- 
sons which bear upon the case, and which not 
only philosophy, but common sense will oblige 
us to take in, if we shall be obliged to reverse our 
early opinion; we shall tjiereby only add one 
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mote to the many instanqes, id which the strong- 
est holds of early reason are exploded, by the 
progressive operation of a reason matured in ex- 
perience. 

I have here nqw to ^u^est, tliat, besides all 
the arguments which have already been consi^ 
.dered, there appear to be yet others to defend 
•tlie want of higher manifestations in revealed re^ 
ligioD ; and these seem to be more directly a{]|* 
plicable, and of a more general and systematic na* 
ture, than any of the former. At the same time, 
they do not traverse those/ but seem to co-oper- 
' ate with them.— Why these additional arguments 
have not been adopted by those learned aqtho* 
rities in which the others are usually founds may 
perhaps come to appear, in soqie degree^ ia^thf^ 
aequel. But, be this as it may, I shall prop^^e 
them here as appearing to form of themsejves a 
conclusive argument, even yrere no other to be 
found in aid of them. 

The proposal and consideration ofthe^e, will 
be submitted in the next section. 
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SECTi6N SECOND. 
PROP. I.^'Thsre is d Law of Natme\ which 

^ Bmehaion, m ^n^ age- ^ tketborld. 

JLilJS pf^^eat sectiao.' and thet\iro follawing: 
dndB, will be detotedto coMider tbtMse difl^i^nf! 
pidpositions ; which I ti^hie- herei tdgfelhef^ be^^ 
oause^'if thllBT^be^tatilubed; they must all o^e* 
mte is coiacidence; to eiittafbiish the gekieraVview 
of) tlito $bbjb^t berbitt enteHalnecL— They are 
tlie$ey'> ^•':- •.">•. ':■■■' ' ' 
I FIRSf»,ri..Tttiife there k a- liaw of Nature, 
wincbi fbtbid«: afty-getteMilly d^Rti^ed proof oV 
ceirtalitity dPi«^eMi<)d^ iii^tftty a^ of the world. 

SECONDIi¥i^^-— That; irii^oititoffect flfteVe 
ner^ h^ tteefti oifly generkny diffused prodf or 
cei^tiinty of iWfelitSoH, k^y ag^ of the' World: ! 
" TH»R1>1^\— -ThU' it 18^ cbiitrfei^' to the 
e»pii0si» tbiGfdt ttfid proftikfiieiti desi^ of th« scrip- 
turesy that there should be any generally diffus- 
ed proof or certainty of revelation, at any time. 
Nbw^'if^ these three propositions shall be es- 
tftblisiied; they will fOriii a very rare structui^ of 

fftttttf, that' FAtTH ii Inquired of us up6n a'proha- 

£ 
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26 SECTION II. 

hUUy^ afdify of God's revealed promises; provided 
always, thataprobabilitythereof.be easily and 
generally attainable in evidence.* 

If the argument result as I e^alculate, ther6 
will then, besides the main object of exploding 
the high sceptic demand, ari^e varkitts other 
^secondary but still very important consequences. 
Among these, I think it will enable ub to settl^ 
a very awkward dispute, which has subsisted 
between the deists andthd advbcatesof revela« 
tion, concerning retimt^ (xnd puniskiMnts;' in 
which.it has, by the foTHsrer, been considered! 
mercenary and base in itself, a!nd highly / objieo* 
tionable in scripture, th^t selfish fear and se^bk 
hope^ are the usual sanctions h^Id out, by it, for 
virtuous couduct.--^ThecpnBideratioo;df fhismfatr 
ter, however, must be postponed ipifavor of (he 
subject more immediately before 'u|^ 

The present sectioq is devoted to the first of 
the above three propositions ; namely,-*--7%iif > 
there is a Law ofNatufe^ which forbids any ge* 
ne%^lly diffvjsed proof Of certainty of re:^^ i» 
ami age of the world. , ; 

In the outset it must be taken for a leading as- 
sumption, that we ought to conceive of God, and 
consequently of any matter supposed to be from . 
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God, conformably with the laws of nature ; 
and to square our conclusions accordingly. 

This being always kept in view, the argument 
proposed for the present section, will then be 
drawn from the laws of our moral constitu- 
tigk; and it will at the same time, depend upon 
the existence of a certain condition ; namely. That 
provided we be previously furnished, from the 
appearances of nature, with proof that God has, 
at aiiy time, manifested any work in our favor, 
(which must found a probability that he might 
do yet more for us, and which ground of trust 
I shall prove does exist,) then, the law of na- 
ture willforbidj that God should vouchsafe to * 
mankind, aw/ generally diffused proof ^ of any re- 
velation he may please to grant them. 

This consideration, I may by the way observe, 
will appear the more imperative, inasmuch as 
our reputed revelation is found clear in directing 
us, in regard to aU the essential duties required; 
while, pnly the certainty of its truth is, for the 
present, somewhat veiled from the great bulk 
of mankjqd, because (as will be shewn) the ho* 
nor of God indispensably requires^ that we em- 
brace it upon a probability. . \ 

The proof of the argument appears to be of 

the moi^t obvious and impressive kind, and only 

E2 
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requires to be stated* — -Nothing can b^ c^-^ 
ceived more unfit, — nothing more monstrQUs or 
abhorent to be admitted, mqch Jess desired by 
Moral Beings, than that they should be placed 
lander necessity of r^unng to Gpo equ9) 4^tie9 
or honors, with those whif^h (h^y daily rendeir 
unto men. — But if this proppsitiQn flash itratb i^i* 
on every mind^ and expand eyery moral )i990lQ 
ivith suitable feeliqgs, thea will all iben with 
pn^ voice proclaim, that they desire nq certain- 
ty qf the promises of their Creator. — Tbe whole 
argument is comprised in the compass of a 
single proposition, and it is as follows* 

' The highest of conceivable honors is due to God ; 
and TRUST (including its offspring) i§ the high- 
cist of conceivable honors : — but, thoqgh trust in 
the given prpmi^ of Mi^N, by reason of th@ im- 
perfection of th^ii; aati^rei is iodeed: trvs-T i yet 
trait hx die givejD promise of Q0V9 by reason of 
the perfeciion o£ his mture, is no^ trust at 
all, but cektafnty :-^therefore, the only mode 
by which we can offer to God the high honor of 
TitusT, is to trust in a probability that he 
has promised. 

The amount of what I propose to prove, by 
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this itnd other arguments, is, that revelation must 
jbe received, in all ages, (by the great buik of 
those npho do receive it,) without proof, lyat not 
fvithont evidence ; ^.nd this, in the first ipiyfance^ 
I am now about to shew from a certain Miivetsai 
find qpprqved wage of mankind; which, as Sfich, 
forms on^ of those Laws pr Nature^ to which 
we cannot refnse to appeal this |natt^» 

Hie truth of the present argument may, indeed, 
appear so evident to some persons, upon its mere 
statement, that they may consider it quite super- 
fluous to enlarge upon it; but I shall nevprthe^- 
less enter into some illustration, for the follow^ 
}ng reasons. 

Firstn — Because it is of importance, that the 
young or in(]^iring miiid should dwell upon and 
]be strongly inipressed by it, as being |he most 
conclusive of all arguments against religious- 
scepticism^ , 

iS'€doii<r/y.---Ifecause it is fit? to plaee in ike 
strangest light, the shoefeing and tmt iififie^ 
whkh mMt be the daily offSsnee of mankind, if 
they render to th^ir own spedes, a high class o( 
honors which th6y refuse to Go0. 

Thirdly. — Because the argument in question 
is not usually found, in the writings of the learn* 
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ed and leading s^uthorities on the general suh^i 
ject. 

Moreover, l^sides the principal use of the ar^* 
gument, it ni^y be mei^tioaed here» by the way, 
as a secondary consideration, that being includ- 
ed in so small a compas^i it appears to be a 
xeadyand convc^nient weapon Tirherewithi to en- 
counter Table Scepti^s^ ^yhq, pven if they prove 
not very deep in reason, may oft^n do far more 
mischief in society, than theif prpfoun4 an4 
subtle masters in the closet : which is fpr this 
obvious reason, that the former mvist b(S heard 
when they speak ; *while the latter reinaiQ silent 
npon the shelf, and very seldom are (^OQSplt^. 

And hereit is a truth of great moment, and 
which cannot be too much attended to by. reli- 
gionists, that mankind in general always act from 
considerations that are obvious, or but very rare- 
ly from complicated and elaborate collections of 
reaison. It is at the same time true« that the 
nsu^ objections of sceptics, especially Table tScep- 
t^s,. are of the obvious kind. — ^Therefore, if these 
be not met by. some considerations that are not 
only more weigfety, but alsQ as obvious, as 
those they. at any time advance; the cause of in- 
fidelity will generaljy triumph upon that occa- 
sion. 
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In thus manifesting myself so decidedly 
against the cause of infidelity, let me not be mis- 
understood to have^^?er resolved, to be the ad* 

vocate of cerelation at all events. 1 trust that 

in the Httle Which has yet been advanced^ the 
reader hasrsome earnest, that I do not intend to 
advocate the cause <>f revelation, any farther tiian 
it may appear to me to be the cause of truth: 
and, if happily I may succeed in farthering the 
interests of the former, with the latter, it will be 
only a result of viewing the phenomena in that 
spirit of fair in<|airy, which I have always aimed 
to {Mresemrei in the pursuit of some other objects 
of kiiowtedge>*rBiit let us now resume the suW 
ject; in doing which, I shall not take up any time 
to fenquise what may: have been said by oUiers 
upon the saUe topic, liut rwilliaaerely surest 
what appedris to me a general ^ view of its ^own 
natate.'. '•.'.• ♦•'•.;..;;' .. ■ • •; ::. . . .:. 

FIRST, tie9i,^Tuvst, inckuUng iU offspring] 
is the highest of conceivaUehbnors.rr^Il men 
lay claim to it. upon fit occasionSy from all;' they 
expect it». in suitable degrees, from their inferi- 
ors, froni th^iir equals, and irom their superiors! 

Farther^ men are always considered to be 

reasonable inJhis demand; upon the ground, that 
if they haye^maoiCeBted a good disposition Id time. 
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^tj a iMght to be taken in earnest of gcfod de- 

Mgm at eoQidact for the fiilure. ^Thb prtnci-* 

pie is so tiriiveirsislUy Mt; and acknowledged^. tbnA 
QfH men take wabrage alt. tbi being denied in tluH^ 
oiMtn ca^r aticle^ei^ impute ilemerit to those wfao 
Aefiise^ tei .{»rt * eoiiidenee, ' m them/ in:' psropovtionr 
io tke dc^e^ im \rhkh they hate pirairiBd^ them^ 
stelyesi ^ortby.^-^TleeTe.'ia no speeiesfc^; in'dignity 
%bich mtsa, feel so fnwaodfy^ as the reliMalibf: cdiH 

IVusI is anbdiloi* sd highly' and MnfiwpiaUy.^<^ 
Ibed^thatii'is kno:vrn^ etoKais ^ matter orceimtnoB- 
fame^ thsitthe most baiiJaMue natiohs.^ with 
the most civflized, in relifrning snecon^tAnr; conh 
fidenee{iepQ86d.<^Froni^thts general fiHSti^eleata/ 
tfattbliK HOT^OR^'of trusty is: not a mdre matteidof 
r^ned'poUc^i m M taOtBi"^ immteAchrf nnthm^ 
tioBSv onlyv as/ faavemftde eonfidddrahte adrantfe' 
in arts and manners; ^but that it is the natmNd 
and mi^ersAl prddAMu:^ thei hnpu»\ Miiidi and 
sbo(asJ/hrJk-^.iii^4dlibMMitrie9^. caevixIfywiA \tkerfitst 
fBrmoH^m 0ff'9oeie«y.>^BesMes^tI^e vfeiln* setupoK' 
thas'iwnvri and the" observanieid' of its pwnwf^ 
by. thetruideit nations of the old* world') it Is equate 
ly a general faotv that those l^sittMed'partdi^ls-of 
maakind^^hick Jwene fotindiocked^p in^JiKb^i^ 
mote Islandsofithe Earth, ha^iMi^UhiM t&^^ 
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HBtepMceimd cmfide»e$: and the very use, or iq^ 
TeotioD, of sach tokens, implies a notion in thoa^ 
^eofkh, that the pledge ought to be respected bjf 
tkewueltes; and, therefore, ought (at least accord*! 
iog to circomstances) to be trusted in by others. 

|n.fine,^-^Tfae tie of confidence^ is a pbinciple 
far more ujitVfiRSALLY known^ valued^ and observe 
ed, among mankind, than that of justice in ge* 
nerfil: for the men of barbarous nations are 
bound up by their oum honor^ from their strongs 
ert. propensities, upon this la^W tribute he^ng 
paid to. their glory, i/vhen no other consideration 
could prevent their feasting upon baser enjoys 
ments, in violation of every right.«*-Th6 princi* 
pie of PROPERTY, at least the principle of ascer* 
taining, or regulating it, is a creature of conve- 
nience, or ottaite; in M'hioh nations differ very 
mneh: it is factitious, and obtains only in our 
advance from original nature. But the principle 
(^/trust is invariably the same with all mankind^ 
civilised and savage : the desire of it is universal 
^okd iheobservaneef deemed Jit^ by a self made law, 
equally of the men of polished nations, and of 
those whp know no rule but that of their own 
untutored feelings. 

^ Trust, notwithstanding the universality of its 
pnuciple, 18 indeed frequently abused by indi- 
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^idamls of all ^^a^tions ; tokick flaw in 009 iia« 
TURE 15 tke very finmdaticm of the presmt geMNS 
^gument. The occ^askcnai abase of the princi^ 
-pie, therefore, i$ no atgihsent i^ainst the fiteess cf 
the priociple iteelf ; which last we recognise ut 
this umversal feelings that wAatener^ person^ in 
whatever ^wuntiy, wi^vify ahmsee u ew^fimcere- 
po^edy is wdtvedijff by aB mm^ heU gmMy of « 
hm and mimiml oet; anst is so keldi in sBcret^ iff 

la a wor()r if there be any thing in hah 'that 
nay he caUed a.apark of the nrvimrrT, it is Hiat 
1^ whieh he dmres triost /or its awn ^uket for 
3rb0eMer does thteb^ wtll endeavoiir lo desefM 
lt.rn»Tbe vblue of trast in Dhe estiBittran of any 
iMUvidOal moral BeiBg»,¥^]ll be foniHi in pbo^ 
|K>rMem to, the mwal Vforth of that Bw^ 

Confidence is valued by mankind on two Tsry 
^different general accaunt9. It is valued by iimn 
for the vari^^us worldl^y benefits w4tieb nMaNjr 
^accompany it: But it is farther and separately 
vialued by tiiem for a very^dilfiereotMasda; naaM*- 
ly, the H0N(Xi» AND GXpRir H r^ctson ^i£m in Abe 
flight of o^r moral b^ings^ and the seff-eiemsiian 
and sublime happiness it creates* ■ I t wouifcl be 
vain to attempt to re^iolvf) j^f^h ^ur lave of eohfi-* 
den^e, into the assgcifriim of H» idea /vritii ihe 
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MMkctfUii^'woHdly beoefite i/rhidi ustmliy at* 

tend it : for, not to men lion that the love ^f eon* 

f4mQ^ U ^bm 9tranges* in those who are indiffer** 

#iit aJboutt or even who dfiSpise worldly ben^lSf 

it it An iiteemtible auggtetion o( mature rieaMn 

«liat God liiMiiELF ^i^provts of trust; while, bjT 

,\kt auppositiott of tfis nature/Hfi cannot poU^iblj; 

)>e bis^fited m any way* 

; The value of trust ia botb intrniisie aad pecA^ 

har: it hears the manifest ^tamp of a dIvihsko^ 

NPR. — It is valued, universally, eyen when i| 

brings nothing along with it; and it mmt possesa 

some vahe^ in every possible case of its subsist^ 

^nce ; even if it were from the vilest of betfigs^ 

to a Being the most exalted.^-rWe are grat^4 

l^ co9ifideHeOi though it cnme from one wh^ 

neither is, nor can be grateful; and, a trust re^ 

posed in ua by an enemy i is one of the highest 

(a^sea of this b^nor. 

In short, the purpose of all thei^e reflections is tfi 

shew, that the desire of TRtJST,/or its own sahe^ is 

$he Nt>aL]^ST,<^ MOST iTNfVERSAL^ and the strowg- 

KST OF DESIRES, that M0RAK« BEINGS {os moral be-* 

itigsyare capabJ^e cf forming ; and this proves trust 

{including its offspring) to be both an indis^pensa^ 

BLB offerings antf the only offering, we can con^ 

fmeioMiteeef^letotl^ Creator. 

F 2 
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When I say, « trusi is the mdjf offering,*^ lei 
us take notice, that trust is the proper parent of 
the NOBLEST SPECIES of gratitude^ devption^ and 
obedience; and therefore, in trefattng the parent 
principle, we include all its ofTHpriiig honors. — ^ 
There is at the same time to be coii^idert'd, an 
inferior species of greLt\tu<\e^ devotion, and obedi* 
ence; all which are the offspring of certaintyI 
But lejt us duly observe, that the very existence 
of tbeKe base inferior ones, pre-suppose the cami- 
kilation of tbvst together with all its nobly gene^ 
rated honors. ' It must therefore be very evident^ 
that the distance, in dignity and moral worthy 
between the oiie family of honor and the other; 
IS really immense. — But now, let us farther takd 
notice, that the superior kind of honors is claim-^ 
ed,and paid,by mankind^ reciprocally among eaclt 
other : aiid, iher^fore, it must be a most high and 
striking impiety to suppose, that the inferior and 

baser kind ought to satisfy God. 

' ' ' ' ' ♦• • ' ' < ' 

' SECONDL Y.—Tru8t in the given promise of 
wen, is indeed TRUST.-*-It is so becanse, from 
the acknowledged imperfection and selfishness 
of man*s nature, the best human assurance can be 
no better than amixedcase^ or probability ; where* 
in the apparent character of the individual in bis 
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lavdr, but the kno^en flaw io tfaie chai^cter of the 
species must be agiiin^t him. Therefore, amon|; 
ikeHf every individual who is trusted, is thereby 
highly honored. 



THIRDLY.— But trust in the given promise 
of Gor>^ is not trust at all.^At is' not because, by 
the supposition of lif? nature^ he is a perfect Bie« 
Inland can have no motive to deceive, nor any 
weakness to yield to any such motive. Hence, 
the given promise of 6oi> must, by the argument 
afhitf nature, be the surest of all certamiies. 

' FOURTHLY.— But now, what is to be done 
in this peculiar case ? If trust in a given pro- 
mise possess the highest va^ue when man is the 
object ; atiif yet, instaiitly k>se«all value when fA^ 
ebfed is Goi>; how can man help this result?*— 
It'is plain he cannot help it, in this special modi^ 
fication of the honor. -« — -What then must follow, 
supposing man indubitably to possess GoD^s given 
promise} — ^This, very obviously, thztwe thin be- 
come under a necessity^ to withhold from God, all 
that SUPERIOR CLASS of lionorsy which we daify 
render to our brother participants in frail and de^ 
eeptive humanity. 
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FIFTHLY. Now, every virtaaus raiod will 
revolt from supposing, that such a niopstroua 
state of tbiug^s ever can be fit. No m^Ei will for a 
moment believe, that i^uch a general state wag 
designed for moral creatures : And all men will 
t)i6refore <^aat about, to diycover wherein lies the 
gr^od error; under which they certainly mmst la-, 
hour, in making a demand of degradimg pledge9 
Jirom G0D9 as if he were a fallible being.<^-MeD 
will, doubtless, in ibis case, fiieek oat ifome fiJk 
modification of the boner in question ; whereby 
they may r.ender to thetr GaEATOit /this highest 
tribute^ so as that the daily trusts they repose 
in mm, may no loi^^r involve-a crying impietyf 

SIXTH ANP LASTLY..-«6ut in this search 
there appears one^ an^onfy ome modifieatiou o£ 
trust, by which the heinoas offence: can be avoid-* 
ed : and this is, th^ti as we honor men by trust in a 
prohaUlitjf that thejf wili» feefokii ; so we mast 
honor God by trusting in a probabiHttf that hb 
HAS promised. — ^This, of course, always means, 
that we are boand to trust, ot^ in ease a prob€h 
bilitjf sh&Uhe getieraUy atlainaJble in eei^ence. 

Such is the obvious, and the only modification^ 
pointed out to us, by the universally observed 
law of our own moral constitution ; by which 
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RUi; be pAid to God, the kighest hoaors koourB 
to vs, and die only ttibute which we can con* 
eeke um to accept. 

Here it need apt be objected^ that to trust that 
a ptaoAx has been gwen^ h a dtfierent case from 
trafit that a papomiee will iiB per/armed. Because^ 
in regard to the Aomyr paid tJkerd^^ and to ike 
nobk disposition fiY)m wMeh it mwstjhwy the bkin* 
erniS is the seune in both oases.'-'y^^In both fssses^ 
sdike, we trust to uM^ntmnty and probability^ in 
both cases, stftik^, we trqst, in ^eat part, to the 
pewBious veneration me liave for the gtnerai dm» 
racier of the indivithudB^ing who is triwti Ahd^^ 
in both ali4.e, we evince a grmcums nature, a noble 
disp^mtimt smd a generous ads^entur^ characterise 
Oomfa bestenolent tnind; in which, >ii» nkm^ka 
pt^es!encef and ginf^ some ees^aintieem tour own 
power^ to TRUST to another power attd afktwre 
dflgfi-^This is the trtie nature of trastf, properly 
80 called; for'wirioh honw, therefone, the: Being 
thaf ie^msted fae^^omes (by consent of off moral 
minds) oim iiitB«ti|i, Jvowever highly^iie aiay:bQ 
exaked in nature ^h^ve^is. 

New, tfaa^'fikid shkiM have yaid auto ^iti, the 
highest kind joi isbemcs, and this, too, is the 
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greatest f>08sible degree, all men will readily al^ 
low. . Let us therefore mark, and if possible 
measure, the great impiety which must be the 
daily offence of man, if he barefacedly denumd 
FLfcDGES of his CaiEiATOR, in like cases to those 
wherein he takes his fmUndgU^aiir upon trust.--^ 
For this purpose let us observe, that the g^ven 
promises of man, have ever to bter up» under the 
great weight of all his human frailties and tetnp- 
tatioiis,«^liis wants and passioiis.<~Hereio lies a 
tvg*: A6d, in our belief, iefare-hand^ that he wM 
resist and overcame this pressure, consists the very 
essence intrust. — By thus belieying an individmal^ 
to btB capable of rising aboVe the weakness of 
his gemeral nature^ we honor him most highly. 
But) when^^ turn and contemplate iGoD, hi& baa 
neifb^r wmats» nor passions^ nor weakaessc <ikai, 
trAof HONOR ^oift HE Mcetof hg our trusts m um 
gwen promise? 

' ; Nor does it appear that there is any alterna- 
tive, other .than the aboToi described modifica- 
tioat for we cannot pay moral tribute, as we |iay. 

physical. ^Whenia small quantity of<«g(>rd ja 

due, we may usually, satisfy : the demand with 
a larger quantity of silver, but when a small 
quantit;!^ (so* to speak) of the biViHB hopoeof 
TiiVBTis sbte, -mb cannot xmkt eqiiivaleot with 
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aDy quaotity cf mean gtatitude, sprung fp&m cer« 
TAiNTY.— But, beh43lcl, fh^ ^ptieniaral cyeaturei 
fMm, both exacts and pay» back to his bre^hMa 
the NOBLER TRIBUTE^ fdtth^ut ' Other pkdgB thmii 
human honor: — and will he, then, dare stand out 
for PLEDGEsyrcwn AisOoD? 

Let Sceptics duly recognise this Law of Na- 
jture, as they find it written in the general usage 
of mankind : and, since it is vain to deny the 
claim, let them fairly i^^ithdraw their rash de- 
mand for a general certainty of God's promises ; 
which demand, however reasonable it may^ m4 
indeed does, appear upon afiist mew of things, is 
most mani^tly edsploded by ouRSELvtis, bi^th m 
^Aat we DEMAND and whkt we i^xy^ — exploded 
by ttiat claim to trust, which is never fomid want- 
ing, in any human bosom wherein dw«Us moral 
)rortb. 

It is a fact too manifest to require the faint 

illustration I have attempted, that the lo^e ofbe-- 

ing CONFIDED IN, IS One o( the most miversal, 

as well as the inmost and dearest, of all morM de- 

sires; and that it is so always in j^ropcirfum /o 

the moral worth of the isidividual: and cdn it, 

tWui foJ* ^ moment be supposed, that Go»is the 

€^y Being from-' whom we are to withhold confr- 

deace,-^tbe only known beidg with whdfn' we 

G 
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are to refiMe to live ia the interchange of that xVa<» 
luable consideration, which, when received, fiU« 
every worthy mind with self*coniplaisance and 
the mo9t sublime of all happiness ? 



SUB-SECTION. 

The duty of trust, perhaps, cannot be mi^de 
more certainly evident, than it here already ap? 
pear^ to be : But the magnitude of its claim upon 
118, ought to be pointed out by. additional cousin 
derations ; which, indeed, force themselves herct 
upon the rejecting miqd. 

First. — Upon reflection we shall Qnd, that the 
capacity with which we are endowed^ ofeanceivr 
ing TRUST, and of actuaUy reposing it in other 
Beings is a most ennobliii^o endowment. It 
therefore is one, which we (who probably are the 
lowest of moral species) ought inefiably to rejoice 
in, and highly prize. 

. Notwithstanding the confessed selfishness of 
human nature, nothing is more common among 
mankind, than a desire to return service for ser- 
vice^ and favor for favor ^ — I do not mean to say, 
that the practice of actual return is so very com- 
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uton. But I assert, that the honor of having so act- 
ed, hdesiredf and generally chimed^ by all men; 
add a deep sense of cjl^gradation is usually felt onf 
der any chaige of having failed in the disposition 
of sodoing.— rBesides this, all noble minds are car- 
ried to the aptual prael^ce of return, by a very 
strong impulse of its Jltness: and men of worth, 
in every rank of life, fee) a laudable pride in 
making at least an eqmvalent, for every benefit 
received from another person. 

"Biat ty s is not all : For there is a still higher 
deaire of this species, which engenders in the 
human mind ; and this is the desire ofbe*nff first 
in the interchange of benefits, that is to say, the 
desire of being the party who makes the advance 
benefit* And, farther, in this enwAUng tommerce 
there is a paramount feeling of Just pride ; which 
is, when the iuhtmcing p4trtjf is an inferioe,. and 
he^ by any vailQahle act^ lays his superior iotder 
an cbiigiUidn. c i .! 

This, which ^ I am. here describing, is theha«* 
man general feeling, written in all our hearte; 
and I submit it to all men, whether I am here 
with th^ approved law of our moral nature, or 
against K(. But, if with it, then, how highly 
ought we tO:pifize any state of things which, en^ 

ables n%bi^Jhe mere act of reposing trusty to 

G 2 
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eaMrcise thte neble pro|ieii4ity, et^m tiMmi Ood* 
himself; by which mode of conduct, an E^RTHiiY 
&ETKGf Ti^bo not only hath nothings bul; may be 
said A> ijto nothing, can maintaia a generous com- 
merce mth his GafiATCir, and can effsf to wm^ 
vs. Mtn^efibt* beforehand; that, whicb^bT^ tbeooo* 
sent df aU noMal taiad^, tV ^t^rME%*>#ftif^t «»f0 

talnatae^ considefMioh}-- But, sifK}# it. ia so, 

that we actually do p069e;ss thii^ high proof 
of God's adorable goodness and- conistderaftioii i 
and therein dis^erfi'TH% biokitv <i/'fiaf«r< xiHiicb 
hediM been pleased to^ bestow, upoil lio; winii 
HMM.tbBn/ of h^ii owni choice* aiid- resolve, 
siilk Irimsidf'sa fAt below thi# ranlfiv ^s to <ici»i«e 
to deal in 'tto higher iateyefao^nge than diatof a 
has gratitudei for OBRTAraTiftSy a gdititiide.liiiicb 
raiiiieft :lim, till j(m$lm GoA to aanhilaieri^ in 
the gratiioaaierif of the «tegradiiig dbnmtids, of^hi» 
<rin<fei» afld'iaipdftaiiajt&cyeatui^ 

It is for the advocates of the law .of imtiirei to^ 
mark/ 'that there is no alternatilre. \For unless 
wa refriain from.demandingp/eif^e^ if tbs:l^EiTi^ 
we iguommiomfygivet npt hay^ ttebms^ Afota 
anrojrv ^hat smspealaiiUe nobiHty of natwre^ whtcb 
gibe^siAs the honor, of a geiierdnsjntercourae wi^ 
the Biv»M« MiiirD: and onr' retoimBc to our hk^ 
iiaghibF'S<^<^ifMl!9^ <^ouldi ^len^ i* ii» caw boisa^ 
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nolite, as that of a faittifiil d6g to the mendieant 
who feeds him« 

'^ Besides ail thb, another consideralioii presses 
apcn us here. — 1)6 lU^t Sceptics^ ihemsr^ves, bb* 
ject i^aifist revelation (or, a» I «halF show» 
against reHgidnists rather) for making thi? 'cer- 
tain rewards of IJeavefi, the motrve to virtue? 
—Bui;' if so, dtoes not Htn^ of itself argue, that 
the reward, (or, which is^ the same, the pitoiitigrE' 
fobieh must make it certAin} t^n^t liot tor be m^cfe 
sure, but that it ought ever to'be* left wr probM-^ 
Uty cviy; so as^ that Tiitue i^hbiild'be fblhycred 
from an ameHoriited - aiid eompound. motive, 
wherein a generouir trust in Go£> raakes' a com- 
ponent part.— ^This h&wever I merely hJat, in 
^iis place;- and shalihave oceasion* to touch 
upon it again, in a' se<ilion' devoted l^thtd|Klr^ 
pose. 

Finally. — It is for thc - ^ c cpti c to observe, that 
the present argument is not a merely speculative 
one, as to the IStne^s that mWal creatures should 
put TRUST tn.vGoxn ri^ther iJxan retjMti him only 
a BOUGHT iORATrruDR for certainties received, or 
intended. On the coiitrary, it is drawn from 
the und(^iabl[s ^gyounil of human genemt usage ; 
and it is upon this practical ground that it so 
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stroogly calls upou us^ to recognise and obey 
it 

To conclude these reflections^ I shall observe, 
that besi(Jes the grand first object, the eternal 
fitness that Gqd should he glorified by his crea- 
tureSf in the highest^ besides this, as the only no- 
tion we cstn form of Heaveni is that of <i commu- 
nity of noble minds ; it seems to foUpw, that any 
mind which is so wanting in moral worth^^ as not 
to value the principle, oftivii]^ in the interchange 
of trust vviih its Cjkeator, must be habitually 
unfit for that intercourse and state of existence, 
which we. would grasp at under the idea of 
Heaven. — This, therefore, makes the duty of 
ticusti ifi be indicated upon two separate grounds; 
since it must be as UiBcessary for the Creat^re^ 
to fit hm for the prop^^ intercourse ;. as it is for 
the glpry due; to th^ Creator. ^ 



SUB-SECTION SECOND. 

An Argument in Reserve. * 

Ip there were , occasion for )t, there is j'^et a 
reserve argument^ for trust; which, as it stands 
upon different ground from the argument drawn 
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from the HUMAN general usage, I have deem- 
ed it tit to keep separate, iu a sub-section by it* 
self here: and, though the appeal to general 
usage, perhaps, comes the mo>«t home to the bo- 
soms of mankind in general, and renders any 
more speculative argument superfluous in fact; 
yet, I could not feel justified, in the present in- , 
quiry, were I to omit that other one which is now 
to follow; and which, however unnecessary it 
may be here, is both a distinct argument, and 
in the highest degree a conclusive one: — It is the 
following: 

The CONCEIVING o/*M^ no/ton of trust, is whol- 
ly a different tnetital jprocess, from the act of 
either desirifig it^ or o(f reposing it in another : 
And, the conceiving of trust is one bi the most 
universally known, of all human ideas. This 
notion is even more'^nown, if possible, than 
either the reposing; or thedfestre, of trust: for 
there is not a horde of savages, so ignorant, or 
so solitary, as not to have notions of trust, and 
distrust, pass through their minds, almost every- 
day they live, Farthermore, the idea of 

worthy or honor, arises in every human mind, ever 
inseparably united with that of. trust; and all 
civilised nations, which are able to appreciate it. 
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agree to hold trust for it^ noblest of all moral 

consideratioasy and vastly so. 

Since, therefore, tke highest of eomceivabk ko^ 
nors^ 16, at the same time, oue of tie most nmiver- 
sally conceived^ of all human idias ; it follows, as 
an irresistible demand of reason, that, even were 
trust NOT GENERAL among mankind^ it would still 
be, strikingly, a manifest due to Gop. 

The native force of this claim, renders it per* 
haps vain to attempt illustration ; for it must be 
a gross violation of the plainest dictates of rea* 
son, to suppose an Omnipotent Being, to form 
moral creatures capable {universa^^ and even 
without teaching) of conceiving a doss of dinine^ 
or noblest honors; and yet, that this noblest class 
of honors, is to he for ever refused to that GhBA- 
TOR HIMSELF, whosc nature, mA whose eJaimSf 
form two separate^ and in^nite^ calls vpon us, for 
the highest adoration we can possibly conceive. 

The analogy of the whole complexion of ideas, 
of honor, worship, reverence^ and adoration, 
which even an Atheist must ever contietve ^ 
be demanded of us, upon any supposition of a 
Creator, — an Omnipotent Creator «rn«; Bene- 
factor,— I say, the analogy of conceptum^ here, 
demands that we should repose trust in him, even 
if the usage were that we rjefused it to every earthly 
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Being: For, when we have once conceived a 
class of honors nobler than all others, it would 
be an impious absurdity to stop,, to inquire' whe^ 
tber this honor is current among men^ before we 
decide whether we shall offer it to God. And, 
moreover, in any comparison we may make, it be- 
comes plainly manifest, in reason, that if, instead 
of finding trust to be a getieral case of honor 
among m^n, it- were but a very rare case, and 
paid to none but thq most virtuous of human 
beings, and that in thiemost limited degree; yet, 
it would be in all cases, and for ever, infinitely 

due to God, both in kind and degree. ^Tbis 

position appears so perfectly unassailable, that 
the simplest view of it is perhaps the best* 

Trust, then^ in God, — trust without cer- 
tainty, — is the indispensable honor, which alone 
can be expected to satisfy both his nature and 
HIS claims. And we find this to be his due, 
equally, whether we appeal to experience of moral 
general intercourse ; or, distinctly judge the mat- 
ter from our own individual capacity^ and ^consti- 
tutional adaptitude^ to conceive what must 
BE, honorable, and acceptable, to the highest of 
intelligent Beings. 

This last argument appeals to no usage ; but 

it is paramount in its nature. It must ever re^ 

H 
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main 9^p^t froai> and superior to, all the p^trti* 
cidar mm-its of hanan trusts; and it^teaves us 
nothing to wish. 



It cannot be requisite for an intelligent reader^ 
but it may be noticed here again» at bH 
events, that we are not expected to trust in re« 
gard to the eomtence^ or the general attrilmte^ of 
Goo: these are always expected to he proved to 
us. The only objects of our tru«t, in this in* 
quiry, are Goj> 8 particular promises^ a& conveyed 
by revelation. 
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SECTION THIRD. 

PRO^P. ill;— »2%«re never "has been anjf popular 
pr«iof or certainty qf Revelation^ in any age of . 
^Hke world. 

SThE evidetioes ^rhich concern revelation, in , 
modimi times, 'consist tif a great number of va- 
rious ceti^klenitions, botli in favor of the cause, 
and against 4t : to examine^ wei^h, and compare 
all whidi, requires a considerable share of know* 
4e^e, teiouif^, and attention. 

S«^, %o man can say he has had proof of re- 
^i^kitio)i> iffidess he has examined axi. the known 
ttatefial^fidences that are hostile to the cause; 
and, likewise, as many of those which are 'favor* 
.^toiitait, ^s fully counterpoise all the foitner, 
and liea^4uin »iobr, {k*operty speaking." 

^iFronr the first named of these two ^otn^idera- 
itiens, U 'may pei^bi^ be doubted, whether 
' one perdon in a Iboui^and; hi ' the tnost enlighten- 
ed ioMiioh^tff christian^, Ylashad any rational cer- 
itmnfyt^-retetatien : and it is pei-haps not daul)t- 

^ly tititeqiinety-iiinig v^persons in every hundred, 

H2 
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are actually without any such rational cer- 
tainty, 

A very moderate share of knowledge, leisure, 
and attention, m'ay enable any person to take 
such a partial view of the case, as way furnish 
him with a permasim of the truth of cj^rijl^f^ilfjt : 
and, according to ciraura^tances^ i\i\^ pBr^kqu^ian 
may in some instances amount to a\ ma«t ^ipj/f- 
dent assurance: finally, this assurance may prove 
well founded in the /e[\d, fiut^ .ftft^r-jalliaajd, 
sudbi a person's belief ^x\V be texixv3u^\pfm^ pre- 
lability, ^{y/i 2ind not only so, bji^t it .will ibe 
vppn np[mQreihB,n an apparent prqk^^iiify, Urith- 
ju the partial vie^y of theiuqiiirer.r^Whfeih.UieiJC- 
fore, any such persons talk q( demo^trati^k^ 
^proqf, fo- certainty j^B the ground Qr u^tuiie of 
their belief, they only use these teitJSk^ erroneous- 
ly, iijstead of the pbr^f^ eo^i^fiimt (mufifne^M' 
liefi.ov,p^rsvmio». ^ ., ,.: . , 

.This sliatement of the q^^e, by no meansi. in- 
tends to deny, that mef) of deep research may 
^ ?Ai^\i^ to jpToof itself^ herein. It only ^9suirt9^tbat 
tbe^l^umber of persons in th^. christian cjoinmoni- 
ty,/who.c/i» and/?a r^f^ch to pifoof,::ia..8q wry 
sma^ll, as, to form but the excegjt|9fl ; npt th^j-ale. 
—Be it noticed, however,, in. behalf. <>freveltttfen, 
ithat an apparent propabilify ipust be )ip \e^ a i^- 
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tiornal csdl upon <hm cooduct, than a real proba- 
bility ; since it would be folly to neglect an ap- 
parent )irababijity» upon a mere supposition, 
that there may possibly be reasons which do it 
away^ t)iQOgb they are wholly inconceivable by us. 
Perb^ tbe limitation of the gr^at bplk of 
mankind, to probablUty in the present case,. will 
hardly be d^aied by the rtiore enlightened de- 
fenders ^f revelajtiort : tAnd. those who are Qfa 
differen:t ppinidn, are invited to notice the lan- 
gaage tod c;ontessions, of many of our later Pi- 
vines, of the highest reputatidn* 
\^)*Chen.ATchdeacon;PaIeyn adverts tpt^^^^ un- 

qurii&ed dieuiand €f:;unb0U6V(^r^, that revelation 
shoK^^l be accredited in sui^h ia niaoner> • as th^t 
^'juiimd^JltM^liMg/€M :cmvin€€d 

** by it,** — he temperately and ingenuously replies 
tira8;tf-M'Mp oifo^rafd^ of chrisHmity do [not pre- 
'' tend that the evidence, ef tim reltgion pp^esses 
" th^ quoHti^sJ' : : 

"". The . Miskop of LandtJ^i in hisl^ApQlogy for 
Cbrisjtianity^ (chapes,) says, — "It is not every 
.^V man who can nictiy separate the corruptions 
" irf.rAligion^ from:, religion itself; nor justly ap- 
'^.•poition/the degrees oflcredit due to the diver- 
** sities of evidence/' 
.JSkhop\ Butter, (in chap. 7. of his Analogy,) 
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-sa;yfi^ — ^^ It seems, to be of «be gnategt inifRNrt- 
** aiiee, aiid not duly attended to^ by every one^ 
^ that the proof of revelation, is not BOMje direct 
^^* awdtexpresd thm^^t; only, but a gveartriiterH^ty 
^' «df civcfiiti^tatitial lUinjyrsalso; atfd tbat^thotigh 
** each of these direi:<t aOo^d oivGdii^ltelrtlJ^t things 
^*is mdeedto be •don^ideredf ^^pardtel^^^ yet 
'' ihey ^te .ajfretw^and^ to ibe joined tog«<iher; for 
^* thatihe pt^op^r ifoi^e <bf the ievidende €ir>oststs 
*<4n the i^esult of tho^ several 4bing$^> emraidef- 
^*cd (H their- respects to each other/ Md umtied 
** into one view." • • '^ '. 

Bi&kop WwburtoH; ^ib the ootmt o4F bte DMrine 
3Legati!<3ftt df MoM8)hold0i4aiig4iage of tba same 
IttipoM; espedally <itt 'itigiftt&ng^ «i|yoQ the' sbperior 
«fa«ffil»/>aKd^difflOukat)V^stisa<n^ 

^ f^m^liy, I\««d7 V}tio^^^^ <here, ^Mcrtlits^ ptBMge 
from J?Mi^j^ d9llifer/wbem^ Yetntokls UMit,— 
^' Indeed it requires a good d^ti^e vof »4Bfiow- 
'^^i ledge, and gre»t jcalmnotfs i^nd congideration, 
-•f to be lable to judge, ^tho^a^ly^ of ihs i^- 
**'dance lor the ttrutfa of 'ekriatiaiuty, froM itbat 
^^^pcift^the ptopbetic :hbtory^nwhicb/retatea to 
V) the t«iuati(Hii bftibe'ioiilgdQravitif »th^ twaYiti()tanrd 
** to the state of the ChurcKj^fitmi IJietestabHi^- 
*^rwaeaA i^f cfariMiattity to «h»i)pmteilt tmtB.. . JBu t 
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<* (he adds) it appears, from a geneiial view of it» 
'* to be very materia]/' 

The aamber, tenor, and estimation, of these 
aatborities, are sufficient to point tt out as a vain 
matter, for any persons of narrower yiews^ or 
inferior information, to deny, that pboof herein 
is a thing beyond the reach, and much more be- 
yond ihe actwd altainment, of the ordinary mass 
of christians. 

Upon the other han4 it is but just fo state 
bere^ that Bishop Butler has accompanied the 
above oientioned passage, with the following inti* 
mation ;— — " Those persons, who have thorough- 
" ly examined it, and some of those were men: of 
'' the coolest tempers, greatest capacities, and 
'Mea%i liable to imputations of prejudice, insist 
" upon it as determinately conclusive/' 

Now^ in Ibis last passsj^e we have two differeut 
considerations. The one is, the encouraging as^ 
sertion, upon very estimable authonty, that same 
persmis have actually possessed themselves of 
rational proof of the subject: The other, that 
Bishop Butler does not fully appear to include 
himself in this number. And, here* if we put 
this exception of himself to the account of bis 
modesty only, it will equally serve to show, that 
he considered it a matter of some fretensian^ to 
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have gone through the wHole coorse of the inves- 
tigation. — Indeed, sach a task mrould be far 
enoujgh above the reach of the unenligbteiied and 
busy multitude, were it even far below that 
height of attainment, whidv this and other learn- 
ed divines have assigned to it. 

To claim all that may be claimed, inlfavor of 
proof here, impartial justice demandis that it be 
acknowledged, agreeably with what Bishop But- 
ler has asserted, that a splendid list of names 
may be found, of persons of the highest intellect 
tual attainments and moral worth, who have 
been ftdly satisjkd of the truth of revelation. — 
But, after duly recognizing afl this, (which I do 
most readily, and cordially welcome the report) 
it remains nevertheless, that, as revelation is a 
disputed subject in the field ofscience^ whoever be- 
lieves upon THE ^EhlEY of those AUTHORITIES, be- 

lieves upon persuasion only. And, accordingly 
we find, that enlightened religionists do not con^ 
tend, that the authority of one man, or set of 
men, is proof yi>r another. — Were this the case, 
it wonld be thought sufficient to hold up a cluster 
of authorities only, for proof of revelation: but, 
contrary to any such pretension, let us listen to 
the reasoning of the enlightened Bishop of Lan^ 
dfiff^ in his address to Sceptics. — " We are far 
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' j hoin wi^ungt yon to trust the word of the cler* 

" gy. (Of V** *'^'^**'. o^y^*'*' rdigioBc we be^ of 
" you to exaiqitte to the botton, to try it, to 
'' ptQve it, %nd not to hold it fast unless you find 
''itipgoodf 

It 1$ trne, itti4eed^ that ypro^^ aod even.'' «k- 
^' iHOfU^io^^^'" are t^ins which have beeu ntvy 
much lu^i. on this Bub^ect^. l^y aome of the first 
autliorities we baiT^:, and tj^ Bames of Orotms 
and l>r, Samuel Clarke, inay appetfr to he good 
pr^9i|lpj)tipiK,m £Btyor ipf . othf^fs who hari» held 
similfMr unqiif^ifiied terins. But I haye t&keady 
no^ic)^ HbfiX GroHus felj[ ; ia.t^o »^f«ca|itn^4iQMoD ; 
aad^ that.upQ^ one jjiaii^jhie; denied thatw((Mve 
ap]^ rij^hUo dM(ian^ prpof :. Ajad setting this^iBii¥l 
o^her (^ppaidemtiopa,'^!^^ 4t neirieri qo(^i.ba«e 
been the delib^ratp, iptention t of ^^c^ men ''aft 
Grotios, or Clarke, to assert that demonstration, 
orj^goo^; i^ a i^hifig twithui U^e reaf h of lhe Uttsy 
massyjf manjf^^ f^^ll^r %}k«^ It^fVtm^. el^ 
ta^iM ]^y.^e.gre^;jp»aEKmty c^i:l|e^ev«iil»r-2e- 

8Qmejl^^^ei|^|f ^)jsi[des into ,B^h phWRes aa Ihe £>U 
Jowii^f, ni^ffely,— " aUreasim^ m4mc^ gh^tn 
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to gospel aiithoVity, a^peur to 1iidk«te <to lil^ir' 
JHoff mofeq^a^tfied/tliatt ^ nantH liigh tone of 
that pttyibudd tud eisttiftiabl^' \tAt»: 
: We may ibdie«d «tfpipo«e, In re^ti to OMoy 
instances of Hjgh assertion, thist snch' Ifeftrttfed per- 
sons as the auihoTS in question, being habitually 
laaiiKar with the s«l^6cft,' aaay hftve fi^treffitly 
ovedoobsd bow diftirettt ittHist be Ihe tiote of 
•vdinsry perMMis kk sodety. Bat f do not lina- 
gini9 thlit an7<())f Ihetaft wotfhl dl^ufe tfif« g«^terar 
^iMoii bek-eiti tttai^M^edV ^ ^' 

Fsoft/kbiiE.^'f V, th^n, of the truth dt'tetelAfiott, 
i$M^VLth iatiaittftble^y fh^ mJ^ISb*, «vto by 
^i4$ii^»^Mf2^, dftlie cbH^tMo totftihilt/ity, 
inrifkriDtAtr i'ntsis.'^Leit nt liow, fhei^f^i^e,' titfa 
l^>tfi(»Ailcfiniirii%i =&ttdblii^fly «nquil^; ^pOtiVhat 
gmdn(l'«h«y ftialBftai^ed iheir belief iii^^^OD, and, 
«Kb«»j[tteiik)y, ih'th^iSl6i«dP0OD; " 

•01 «ti tile 'PaCHHi^hfll 'ihd Strip^re Cbake- 
«^, ^k^iAASbk itb^wwiVts J^osttes, % suppose 
mnleofidiiefttk ya<i'geiie»^8ci6nce^ehoni^, ib de- 
dinst^^tiMiiany, d)M (li& «^hdle VIMlJle'lCfe&iroir 
in tfi«) w«ifc <e>f ^W£*'F6w%i*, ' trko lUttsC diki^' 
lily be Ast^Etf'jsapJ Th^relorfe; of aft i^ose 
Maewat»i such of ihita sA believed in o^e oitftY 
Goo, did BO t^tfu i^AlTft, Jand hot upon nto'oF.— 
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PHt agaiii» .Qveo Uieae lii^eU^Vf ^9 in one only God, 
xUd all pf tbw9 brieve alao w tb? ekii^nce of 
an JEkil Pauier; mho., tiiQ^gk he cpqld not resist 
God, Qpold.yjejt deceive .m«i^ and was evear suppo- 
sed 0l)P intent qpon so doing. Therefore, iivben 
iany of those. Patriarchs witnessed any sign, 
wlu^ they kf^^ was neither from a natnral 
cau9e» nor of bumaul power; ti^eyhad still to 
babm$0 withio thewsely^ wk^tbtr it waa a sign 
from Goo, rather than a lure from the D«vil: 
and if this deliberatipn ended in believing the 
thing from God, this was f^ith in the truest, 
ai$d m^ trufif imi^e of (he^irprd. 

Uppn this head, som^ other observations will 
occur iHreMirtly. Put bereiao more i^ requisite, 
to render it quite mani^t^ that neither Abra- 
kmh nor J^mbk mt even JUo^es^ could have had 
any certainty, that any miraculous visitation 
was from God. Nor were the Apo^Ues, who 
witnessed the miracles of Christ Mmseff^ placed 
in any different situation, in regard to pro^: for 
it is a matter of notoriety, that Jssvs had to de« 
fend his min^das agaiost charges "of daemoniaeal 
ogmu}§ ; and, that many persons, both Jews and 
Gentiles^ referred those prodigies to diflerent 
po\vei*8, accordingly as their different siiperstiT 
tioiis pointed. 

1% 
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ThQS- we see, that in every age of the world, 
alike, those tn general who ha? e embraced' reve- 
lation at all, hxwe Heen hid under necessity to^^m^ 
brace it upon trust in a given probiAHUy. — In 
fact, the mass of believers in all siicceediiig ages, 
have been subjected (as I expect to shew by 
some peculiar ^videnc^) to the *very same terms, 
or principle^ of faith, with thdse im^sed on their 
father Abraluak: they have all alike been dM^^ 
to have faith, a^eably to tWe |>roper impoH o£ 
that term ' * *' • 

Here now I think, we ar^ called upon to 
pause, and to ' adiniri^ this curious economy o^ 
Providence; in the dispensation of i*evealed truth; 
by such an arrangement, €is never to suffer the 
honor due' to God to he tknnpromised, or possSbfy 
overlooked. — During the many ages in whick 
miraculous visitatidns were' permitfed to A6w, 
occasionally, the general knowM^e'of mankind 
was «a circumscribed, that if they accepted the 
signs at all, they must have done Mupon faith. 
And now, that the light of Science is so strong, 
aad fiur diffused, tliat any miraculous sign in sup^ 
port Qf revelation, must be held a certain proof; 
no such credentials are permitted, but men in 
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j^eaeral are obliged to cdttect a probability^ that 
such signs were given in fanner days. 

Bferein we seem to have marks of design, cow-^ 
m2^ ' and arranf eiMii^ m Proyidence; to main* 
iain the principle o/*^/at<A tmchanged, thfough- 
but all the changes and progress of human know^ 
fedge :-^-Ve behold an - admirable economy, 
whereby a peculiar kind of veil is upheld, which 
is so contrived, as to reveal to mankind, in the 
the besi defined characters, the duties requir- 
ed of THEM, and also a vast' though undefined 
scene of happiness,' or misery, that awaits them, 
according tb their conduct In regard to those du- 
ties ; and yet, at the eraihe time; catkceals from 
thtmrruAT certainty, which if discerned, would 
both deprive their obedience of all mfrit, and in- 
volve the impieiy of the dailf dishbhdring of their 
Creator,— a vfeil divinely wove, which wfll not 
suffer aiiy one to view the things pictured be- 
yond, AS BKiNO TRUE, vfUess kc wko vicws them, 
adds from himself, some degree cf gracious dispo^ 
siHon to repose on God. ' ' 

Can any thing be more consonant to the gene- 
ral usage, and most honorable feelings, of human 
beings, than such terms of tstith as are instituted 

by means of this veil. -If, for waut of reilec* 

tion, we have overlooked the 'fitness of such a 



Digitized by 



Google 



fiz S^TiON III, 

geaercMifi meliaiMse ufon Gop, j^d tibe urgent aaci 
peces$ary call ^r it,; oje^ if we be ju> mcorally torir 
{m4 as not to fed alise to a siense pf thk duty, up* 
on its firf t suggestion ; Philo^o^i^y will instantly 
refer us bacl^, upon an ap|ieal to the hvuav^ f^^B^ 
RAX. usA/GK in like c;3^sesy wherein we mvfi^ read 
the plain dicta^^ pf re^on, 9^ po wh^); is re? 
quired. t>jfuis^ 

I hope uie may ppnclude this ^^ction in a sa^ 
tis&ctory. mannejr, ailter havingi in the former 
one, discerned si|,ch unanswerable reasons, why. 
no popular proof of revelatioi^ ought to be grant- 
ed; and uow^ adding tbefeiipto the manifest 
caireqnmdmt/uet itnff^ that any sucti pqpuUf! 
proof never, haa hem grcmted. 

Here then it remains iot a general obferm- 
tion, the truth, of which 1 shall also farther illus- 
trate, that all ordinary asfbertion th<at we have, 
or shall have, proof of revelation, actually at-^ 
tamed by the great bulk ofbeUevers^ is a fallacy 
and stumbling block; which must be removed 
out of the way* before either Scepticism can be 
effectually overthrown, or the honor pf Goo be 
duly observed, even by believers themselves. — 
The tone of assertion must therefore be qualified, 
down to Uie nature of things; and assumption 
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be loitered, to the level of truth and philosophy:' 
Bnt the tone o/*. Sceptical Demand must come 
down much mon^ an/i tastily;, and Religion must 
triumphj in reducing that demand to what cak be 

ANSWERED. 
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SECTION FOURTH. 

PROP. HI.— Jt if contrary to the e^epresd te- 
nor of the Scriptvres^ that oaf pepnlar proof 
or eertainttf of Revelation shomU be permitted^ 
in any age of the World.— The Spirit of 
RevdoJtion^ and the Principle of Paith^ are iaek 
nmform thronghautj 

In perfect eoncun^nce with tM geiieral ns^e 
of trust among mankkid, already insistAd upon; 
and likewise in concanrenee with the miAter of 
hcU that nuttikihd haire ever heeni litnited to a 
probability of revelation;' are both the letter and 
spirit of the Scriptures^- throughout — For we 
find, all the way from Ae coyentnt mtid to^ have 
been made with Abraham^ down to Ae preach* 
ing of Paul, that PArrH is indispensably re^ui^ 
site^ render our good works acceptable; 

It ought, indeed^ to sate all argument on this 
head, that m modbrk TiMBfir, whem Goti is our 
object, angf proof of ma promieee must be abso- 
lutely in annihilation of all ftith : for the very 
import of the term i»> that of confiding at some 
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risk; while, by the modem ailment of God's 
nature, bis given promise cannot ever fait — In ' 
modern times, therefore^ vnoor ammbilates faith 
in all cases wherein God is the Being that 

is relied upon. ^Wholly in agreement with 

this prineiple^ are all lliose passages [of Scripture 
which bear upon the subject. — ** Abraham had 
^faithf and it was accounted to him for righte- 

" oumessr But, why was it so ?— I conclude, 

only because, in that age of the world he could 
not have had proof, inasmuch as there was not 
then enough of general Science among men, by 
whieh^ rationally to deduce the attributes of God, 
from his general laws. 

\ In the same spirit of revelation, Christ Atm- 
sdfBSLySf ^^ unless ye havoTAWH ye cannot besdv- 
^^ edf* while it is certain that all the miracles of 
Christ could amount to no more than probable 
mience to the men of his day : In the limited 
state of the Apostles' general knowledge^ it was 
only an appeal to their gracious dispositions to 
trust in God; and aecbrdingly we find, ,that iha*^ 
ny of the people rejected it, and many wavered; 
and many went back after having believed. 

it was in this true spirit of revelation, that Jesus, 
when he healed the people, exacted of them 
faith brfore-handy ihough not before they had 
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heoi-d of his woii4ers : and upod this it bias facea 
remarked^ that *' in their penuaaioo of Clifitt'6 
** pewer to heal them, there wafit an eacereiee of 
** foithi highly commeBdabie in tkem^ and which 
*'^ i*eflected great honor npon Jesee/'-^Now this 
observation is certatniy in the Bpirit of Scripture : 
but it 18 plainly incou^iBtent with any euppoai«- 
tidn^ that the Saclred YoluHie professes ta hold 
oiit popular proof, in any case^ or at aiiy trase. 

For a Tiew of the true SpMi ofScwiptufw/mii^ 
(a spirit perfectly agneeable with reason) let any 
one pemse Tke ebvetUh dumber of tie JBfd$tb to 
the HehreHoM.^lt begins thns^^*' ^aw/kuihi$ the 
*^ substance of things hoped for^ the evidencB of 
** things not 8een.'^--«-It thengoes on to mention the 
faith of AMf of Enoeh^ of Nmh^ and of Abreh 
hum: and thereupon says-^^* all these dt^H in 
^^ fiiith^ not having received tiie promises* tot 
*' having seen them afiur offf and ^m^t^permMM 
*^ o/*then), and embrseed them.'-^ft nextenunler* 
ates the severiail fiBtithsof &e subsequent Palii* 
archs and Prophets; and conolndes tkus:-*-^*^ 
'^ And all these, havieg obtained a good report 
'' through faith, received not tkepHnniso,**^ 

Now, by parity of reasoait^, it ttust be but 
the very sAifc paiNGipiiS of fhith, Jhr tw to bold 
faith without reeeitiug pnoof of what is past; 
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ikt^ it w^ for tHe Patriarcbp to )iaT6 h«ld faitb> 
witb^ilt Hvii^g r^oiv^d TBE , pj^if iBis $f wfaat 
wa« <i9^0]|c : And, if the hopm oi GcA .4fi9lftnd- 
e4 tb6 OM, lit miirt also aad equity d^ia^tld the 
Qtlpi^.*t-Pot now, okwrve, G09 gave pfolnfMe 
signsr for a reawwik grmm4 ef Jn^poi to th^ 
Patrufrfhf, and tothe^ Ji^^^$»t Qj^r^^iieA ^^eh mi 
^urd^j;; fliijd w, i^wiil iHKWt^F, His tf9i» given 

l»rei(pa diigf;— thi^it wl^kb^ nothii^ fa^be i^ore 
eqailnbla 

^tt9 abftw, yetHlpfe qritkti^lli^^ whU* is th« 
Gif^&^ ^]^t of S^HplJai^f^b,! we hftve jS'^. 
P#ifi (jin tiud- Ufis^ to t^ie Bcmedm^) pr^^Mug 
tli9 iwy t0ffl99> of ii9y argiifnent : For he ^ayd^-r- 
^\ wo aMT saved by hope; h^uA hope tb^it isseeip is 
^' apl^bit^^(. for wh:^v» maa s^^lli why doth b^ 
" 3F^ hojpe fw." 

iW^lj^i tj^e efi^id^pee to ^he Sjm^ pfSfm^ure^ 
fmtk, 9^ea^dF »ddjK0d, cm^ h^ acfw^A by 
ac^ipg b# t^t wi^ whieh ) BhM heife clps^ 
it;, whidi iS) (he eipphatic reproof giyoB by 
Q^Uffv fm^l/f to J|i0 iftaredula«9< d)#4ipie$, 
^oijhceniiag a» evffat whieh was .<^ past; 

Ae^ it worlds at^f: ^fihil^ apptear ^sto^i^isb- 
K2 
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ing, after all this, how the notion could come 
about, in ordinary, that we were to have popular 
or general certainty given us, of the truth of 
GoD*8 particular promises. But, to account for 
this, besides a certain fallacy, M^bicfa I shall 
have to notice in another section, a$ being ipn- 
hzb\ J the principal cause; there appear two rea- 
sons which may have co-operated, in u secondary 
degree, to this effect — Firsts the repeated attacks 
of infideUty; urging religionists to the heat of 
high assertion. Secandfy^ that, owing to the in- 
crease of knowledge, and the progressive fulfil- 
ment of Scripture predictions, the learned men 
of modem times may (as I have already noticed) 
arrive at proof itself, though the Ancients cbnld 
not have done so in any one instance. — ^Now, in 
the case of ^roof actttiallyaftainedf nothing seems 
more natural to suppose, than that the parties 
might hold forth upon it, without always making 
a guarded distinction, that it is a thing not^ with- 
in reach of the people at large ; and thus, aided 
by some other causes, the highest tones of asser-- 
tion may have at length become, the ordinary 
language of ordinary religionists: nor have 
the most enlightened advocates of the cause al- 
ways avoided them. — But, that every such as- 
sertion amounts it a departure from the true^- 
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rU-i^ncriplure, is higUy maaiftst: undi is oppo- 
sition to all such, we are ever called upOD, to ad* 
ixiilre how eurioosly» and most nibely, the scales of 
evidene^ have been trimmed, by Providence, in 
all lag^ so as to furnish mankind, in general, 
fMHi- m €^ml (iiid r^asw^ahU ground of trusty and 
no^mart: * .- 

It is of the first impc^rtance to our subject, to 
eoMid^jr h^re, that the modern assertion of ge- 
neral proof, a^ualfy explodes, the original pri n- 
ciPEE ^fSeripbarefaMi: it changes /ocfil, M<»re- 
fy, fte/mwh^vv was ; and any author virha but 
in a single instance admits assertioi;is^of proof, as 
oi%t^\vi%p^fpiularlg (Mmm^le^ thereby gives lup 
this principle, which I shaU, upon severial dis- 
tinct gromid«» argue to be indispensably neces- 
sary ^ttd' nrfiform. 

It becomes unavoidable, here, to state, that 
some of tlie modt pMlosophic minds, as well as 
of die mobt learned rdigionists, appear, to have 
given. into this oveFsight; which so vitally affects 
the whole foimdation of- Scripture-faith, and the 
defence of revelation^ — ^Of this the fcdlo.wing^ is 
an instance. — ^In my presait recoHe^tion^ there is 
uQt any modem writer on the: subject, whose 
gai^al tenor of lang-nage s^ems more in the true 
sfHrit of revelation, than that of our illustrious 
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phUMoyber^ XfclM. BiM; w)ii{# m jdikt w« dp* 
cM!iV the bent of his giwat and good nniAd to ikm 
gtattd ferst object^ tbii4 Goo i$t4^bfi ktmorHli il 
isi ai tbe savia time e?ident^ that h0 t9§k V0 
mkh the eommmopimanr ih^ Gq^m9iyh^h9^0t-i 
ed^ (jfism in the$e botet «j$m) by f^ troat ia iHs .€iir«* 
tain promise. It is manifest that Mr. Lofkatdftd 
Ml lata tUs comoieii.opHiieo^ betieuM^tie doftike* 
tiiaeft (though very seldom) asiarts *'jwk^»"aiid 
eveft '' demmutmtwn,'* io his {(mw^o^ tb^ JS«#* 
gmmkkmu^ of CkrieHamt^; inibibBt» it is apiam 
caaer Ihat any parsoa who usfs. :S1m^« tanAf ,at 
aii,, vttie$ss tb^ he qmed^ed by an mpr^a l^ta^ 
ii(mtaacamjM»aiivefy/e» indmdbalsw 9aA aj^vas 
ham didy ca«l«nplMb^ that gen^ «M^a 0f 
BNiQkjiid^ wtaiGb readarls ttm 4emqmii^;^0eisifi4 
pledges from God» highly dishoaisriig lo} IWM * 

It iaabn qaita mAnifitA that Mr. LdftiM b<^ »ot 
adir^rted to tbia mottf infiottaiit oowfti^nralaaQ^ 
tfa«i^ ia modem Abhmiw to trust; m QoD'sgkeaira^ 
Buae anfy^ weold l»Avo^ tkewttn^mOem qfjmth 
--This pbiliosoiihar says^-'' TheiMlbCMr lahiiK^b 
'' CM jnatlfiei Abrabaair what waa it ? il iim 
"^ tite Mmimg Gos fdim ht mgof^lm* prmMtef 
^^ in.thecmwmmt he made with himJ^^-^^THim^ ia 
one »«a this ia triw, iadaed: Bttt :if. ^i»/gm^ 
had thMght for hiaaadlf; or i» ki» wQi^s»d 
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niMiitfr, tipon the nature of the thing, he would 
t)robftb1]r haTediscerned, that " the eder ofscttrteT 
is not more different from •♦ the sound of a trumpet^^ 
than the PATRiAacH's faith in God must have been 
difl^irent, from that faith which any Deists in mo- 
dem times toxAd repose in God, if they actually 
possessed BIS certain promise. — Abraham touU not 
hate failed of honoring God by trasting in hi» 
promise aatually given, even if we suppose it 
done face to face; because he knew his Oreator 
ly particulars onfy. But, we may ask ; what 
MEBfT any modern deiat conld have, or what 
tRtysT he couid repose, if he obeyed only under 
the actual ptiedged promise of a Being, whom he 
may rationally deduce to be the Creator and Con- 
Server of Worlds? And let us observe, this ques- 
tion stands quite apart from the iupirty, of de- 
nmnding any nvidtk pledge Jrom our CuEAtOR. 

We know that the laws of nature are generally 
infallible. — Fire will burn : Water will suffocate: 
And isteel will destroy the continuity of our cor- 
poreal organ«.--If then we were to obey any 
command, under A cbrtainty that disobedience 
would be followed fay the appplicatioii of either 
of these Agents to us, so as tiiat the infallible 
laws of nature (which in fttct are promises,) would' 
be left to dpi^rate ; it would, doubtless, be an un- 
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paralleled piece of effroatery in us^ to say tkuf 
we obejffid out of faith tkat the tawg of nature 
woM perform their promises. In like maimer, 
then, if we have hound down an Obinipovbk't 

AND INFAI^IilBLE BeING, tO an O^Hol SpOC^ 

pledge q/'His pRaMiSE> before we consent to do a 
turn for him ; can any pitch of human efifrontery 
go the length of calling this an instance ofhonor, 
or of trust in hih, that he will perfokm* 

Abraham was justified upon a principle wbich^ 
philosophy must recognise : and every man wha 
• is, or shall b« justified, must doubtless be^o 
upon the same principle.— It therefore behoves^ 
us to observe, that, in order to maintain the same 
principle^ firom ancient down to modem timeS,, 
the MODIFICATION wkereby we repose trust must 
be chanOed; because the Modems] can rot^ 
tionalfy deduce those general attributes of Goiv 
which the Ancients could only believe in. 



By the story of Abraham, I incline [to think 
revelation may be both justified and corrobo- 
rated ; and yet, in ordinary, this story seems to 
hang a mill-stone about the neck of scripture ; or, 
at the least, it is So viewed by unbdievers. — On 
this account, 1 shall venture into some consider- 
ation of it, in a sub-section here ; though, be it 
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tlM atory, at «aMi(MMW,.. h*iw .tfcue. toiirpr.il .mji 
aippour to . be.*f*-Tte clncf . ptirpoto of . fOfifiiMo 
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' SUBSECTION. 



!fl^§ ^^!fiFY p».AtMwi (ptnus ^n^seutis^l part 
of?ft1»^»|W)^^^t..it ^PVWWf Jy, r^fcrii^ ta fey Je- 
^» ^^^fiifi 'iwdift €40001 but b^ vecjr prejudi- 
€14) tofjl^ c««M^p£;(?Artltfd^ ]ab<mr under 
api^^.iiii^Qsw^rf^le 9bji9Cti9n. At the sajqe time, 

^i?Ui^fP^T'.'^^P^^^!X*^V^^ the offering up of 
Iss^^f, ev^^^ it has ueually been viewed by 
tbi^|^dyotcate&p£rf|yelfi4^pn, themselves, appears 
bi^j^;^ dead w^jjgb|:^.to he uphe^ against tbe ob- 
ject^jP^Sj 9^ S€f pti^.. As a trial of Abraiamf it 
app9^ i(^ nK>r«4oi|urobable, iiiaftmuch as it is 
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exprwriy ifoofdtdi.wScv^taMv ^miI Abfitorin 

h0imftr^«Mlioiii(bl6'4li» aapaot nai^ 'bflr» in* iUi 

taririlypMMtttoaiiesy dtfbreBttasfwctj MMHhUt 
whoever will take the matter into origiaal «te«» 
sideratioii, may draw very diffnrent fruits there- 
from, than ha?e been ueoally reafied, by either 
the adrersariev, or Ae-ffftSlidr, of revelation. 

The deists ftnd nothing in this story, but un« 
naturalness, improbability, and falsehood«-~Tbe 
ddenders of Scripture find in it, only, a trial of 
thefaUh ofAbraham^ that is, the proTiag of «fi 
individual. — Now, though 1 trust it may be 9he9rn, 
that live 4«itt9 h«te widely miscalted 'ibtf lUlig; 
it at the same time appears, that they mifht ver}' 
reasonably Mk, WHjt Ckm would Ottrn Ittrttier 
urge a wHKng mati, v^h& had alrMdy prervie£%i^ 
faith; untsss, iudted, it ^^Mrdti^fMrtdLMoHib^^ 
Mra2 and nidlpe sf^^[i^e p^ iftiit 

would (Mfik, that th^ t^titAted otr&tr^chibg of 
ati apprdved fnan^s fUitti, to its uttnoiit'Oapididity 
^fadtiei^oh, merely to try Mat mm, looks 'inore 
tike«|mr<tei«?(irprbj^ of hdui&il tiiriosSty; thaii 
like My tff tho^ gmerat purptfsti Ibi^'llfMkh 
alohe w^ 6ouId suppose the Bestt tb^iioni^ilte 
so excruciating a tm}.--«^ie#ed'ijM a iiAHi df 
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it«crlMi(y might b» taken f«r ajMr^WNMl &M« 
of tto ««il3r tf^: And, tli»«gh» if G90 tU so 
ti*/ any tnan, ft iii«9t hnve.been both wne WBd 
good { and, hi tlwt case it ipiMt lie both rt^ 
amtf foolish in US to oavil »t it c yet» if 1^ potting 
a ilMfenMit cmistraetion opo* Urn w^m aad der 
sijpi of the trial, we ahall jfiad it appeat ht «ora 
wftrtky ^ a divine origiia; uid ifwe thall be led 
tO'tbifr other oons^^om 1^ plain wd nndeni' 
aide reaaoning npon the <aio<inifltaocw of the 
caw; f Iroft it wiU not b» discrediti n g ref^atica, 
bniTi«4i<:a^ it» to plaOfe the patter in aaeb a 
a^tinAMitory point of fiew,. / . 
.,.1|he temptatiQnof A^r«hain, th^n, was in ef* 
(Bdfltfial of hiaiaitb/'a^ it ha» osnaUy bten 
GfHad : and, th<High! hi^ fimttfyat oful 4m Jm^- 
c«f»p(i» had hi i q pe ned long before, I see 00 ina* 
sqnlo denty that the temptflaon may havo bam 
jMrt(ir.to?snew,-pr to oorrobpiatt, |m tra^t in 
Qa^ Fafteinore, the.oferipf np on#MM: was 
A rufzi and, from the aMloigy of otfwr fMures 
in revelation, we to^w that tha sama thts^ might 
Imve iiad jeveial difforeni nses, Nov therefore, 
besides the nsee already here .^amed,, I shall 
endrnwoor to show, that one grea| pnrpose for 
institnting the ** iemptatioH" of Abraham, was 
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Hmt *f^ practical tvnmkfar Ms Mscfiiiiwii've ; 

which ItoitMii: m^ highly nedaMa^y/be^^vme tkmj 

were to bee^nie a people, ^ to ke^p aiiw *e tror- 

{»hip of God, in^the'fhidM of aft iddlatrooft world. 

-— ^It app^rs to me; tbat tke temptatioii wai^^evi^ 

4isiitly (Iq^igaed, Jo ^obce Abraham into a |>iir- 

ticiilarTRAiK or DELiBBKAtioN ; which (e#Miiihr-' 

t9i^' mB faith) . Wttist 6Ard in imptes^ng upon him^ 

and atbo apoathe unapt imaginatioti^ of Ida dto- 

^cendtfnts^ • oertlitti great truths^ of -Aie utmmt 

consoqftteoce for them ta bave1>orfte ia^ mifid; 

whidh Utiths i^#;-^tfae OMKfPRE«£^t$!V, tuidiem^ 

sequmt0^i»tslcrt^«Mi' ^GdD;^Afr|he8ttaiteffiAie 

be it observed^ that it iS maa^ifest ftow'%!krd'ift 

waatb'fin^} gA^' one nVan, iill tHbse daytf, 'W|fca 

whtMib G<H> cl>u4d^Ualy itoy gf6art'4trete : wi^i^ 

the h«urj[^ining ^fs^^^ition of Jh«i^/ iffdi''^ 

more, the hesitation and reinnnsft anc^s of JKii^, 

ratatfed; aiS it is; #il)h so milth of 'tK« '^{ifacT 

character 'Of bnman fraitty. 'It therefrfire #Jiy* 

ha^e been a i^'iltld^ -atnichst' of necessii|f/ to^ijr 

this'hnrd^n iip6*i :l&riiiliiiii; 'although' he %ad,tii 

<o AiVm^, alt^d^ 'Iseen jfasttfied.^FalrtMer, it 

appears that apreparation^ by gradnslllyincfrcfds^* 

ing tti^s,^ volts' '*iie6essary,'/ to -fit eVfen' Abra^lttRi 

hiins»?r*i m i'^ dtepiAy of- that ^W€>il,^aH#ffet 
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specks,^ 4it4sMi, which rendered glory to the oe- 

' 'Awd^ bi*fe,' thdug^tl'have named this piir- 
pMe,' bj^ HnticipMlton, »f %eg to observe, * it is not 
d(iiie-b^t)Othtetibatfy ;*%iit, that I afti unavoidably 
led to*it^ aid appearing to be the necessary result 
otIkeeriAmtrdinoftKoughtj which I' think the 
PtttHarch ooiild'not chuse but entertain, during 
his tefiyptattoii.^--This supposed deliberation I 
am about to submit to the reader. But, previ- 
omly,' let iii^ take notice, that no matter of tuition 
ceiild'litiy^^s^eii of greater consequence, or have 
bMirtboire urgently wanted for a beginning race, 
eheMR-by Qbd; to keep alive his worship in the 
midst of- iti tdtviiitrous woi*ld; than a deep im- 
l »eMfe nj>tideri»ed ^trotti some awful evidence, 

fAk f/M»*Gbll WAs'fiTHRY WHER&, and KNEW 

«:fltf*wa8 ^c^yenough.to itaipi^ss upon the ininds 
of Baen,* ifi- those days, a' deep sense of the 
PowjBik of^OoH; by jftie* exhibition oi particular 
«rCf< >fiat ho coiasiderdtioh^ ' could ^ave present- 
^ ed'so cMipl(i«e a bairrieir to iddlatry, or to vice, 
nothing could so. mueb Kave endouraged men to 
viMdIsii IMr eotild itny thing liave proved so con- 
surfing' ttf«tiiiti^ uhd^r the 'lifflibti&g triah of life; 
as theiJollWi'df lClbd**^0!id^rr*^^^ and, yet, 
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never could any true notion kave- iMea fbore 
difficult to bring home, f»pqi<i>riy, t» A» hamm u 
of men who were Mtiiptfid» as were tlw oowtem* 
porariee and dcacendentt ^f Ahnikwm^^if^tfiaij 
ia it abundantly recorded in 8eript«m^ ^fit ^e 
nations were then almost inc^nrigibly i^tm %f* 
Idolatry; and, of conise, that the usaginatioiis 
of men were uniTersally wedd(gd toj^mhi ^gl m ^t 
tmd local ottntEH; but, we an upon (thfi M«l« 
authority informed, that.th^ cooKnanda aodiiPM* 
sages of God hm$elf, were conveyed h^'h^tunmt 
shapes, and hm» wnc^, Bevidaa all whiiKb, w« 
know that the notions nf^fin^mus and kumh^ 
are, in every age, almoft ins(|>anbly iCoaneetMl* 
in th9 minds of the balk of maniiiiM), with ev^ 
conceiTable raal Bdng ine^nftcMNM; Mid^ dMftbfr* 
I^ss, it eyjer mast be very difficnU ta bring -tbe 
notion of Ootts uBtoumr, familiarly bone to ^e 
imaginations of men, in any rnde stage of bnnten 
n»tni«,-^But wh^t is morr conclnsirf b«n^ ^ 
the fact of the rfitffr»t«4 Iftpoof to Idolalry* of 
the IsraeUtes themselvef, which pjroTea bow btrd 
it was to impress perma>im% |ip<W tbom, tbfo 
notion of an QMNiMRKSi^lfT^^nmo* 

Lastly. So far •• »9P^m ftw» ^J«rip<w», 
wbicb is the only swrvFing tpc^H of tb W ft ^ W^a, 
very few individoalsi b««ides 4i)?»h»m bimietf. 
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ettteHzintid the gtti^t id^a io qoestion : and; it 

i^eeioaa f ery qileiti6MMe htm ftf ^m Abtaham 

AwMtlrheid this id^a, pteriaudy H> tkt dOibei-a- 

iwH tW/iCtb »H>i^ fcim ijf hi& Jiit famed irml 

---r-Move «}1, ttt'tfs obsrei^e, that cither Abtft- 

haih^ OVMiy other who then hefd thia notion, 

hcM it onl jr a« a matter of rArffi, resting* upod 

pOi^fkfOgtgt&imiiff and not as matter of proofs 

dMiite ftom a knowledge of genttat idws .'^--^--^ 

IStrtaMoBes, at a mnch later day, did not reason 

Vritk the pec^e, to pra^e the general attrili^Qf es 

of€rO0: he onlf aniioances those attributes, as 

a AiMsenger diai^d wittt this oflice; arid ap« 

ptdi» to parHefdar ^U^ t& the credentials of his 

itfisirioh $ which ii^ls proved 0od^$ powisn, bttt 

not kis OmAiPassaKOE. And liiisi indeed, was 

alt that Motes eOittddo; since, reasoning from , 

general laws must have been nniatenlgible, to 

Idea >i^bo could not Understand those laws.^ 

HieAcei llUbeli^ in (ion'i^ genoNd attfibutes, in 

those daydi mu^t umifoidiibly huve been matter 

ctputejbith. 

Now, witb eo manifest a ptoof beibre tfs, thdt 
the motion »f G^tift Omnipr^sefioe . and Omrii-^ 
stienee, nanst have been mo^t deeply waiting, 
and inoA difficttit to impress upon the minds of 
mankind in the time of the Patriarchs ; ami 
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anoe of inif^essipg tbiinot»a upon them; Hi^ui 
furoidi po inatterpf uajEprize if ))? cQinfr^^pfir 
pear, |hat ODe|;n^]^ porposf of;^9 teqfip($^^o(i.qf 
AlirahaiD, was really tbat qft^iprw^jdiogj^ no- 
tion of tbcue GENSBAL attribiit^i^f^mpog hj^pitp- 
pie. And if this should prove to b^ the ;cpifK^ 
deists will then no lomger b^ sd)te^tp.cbaji;j|^,9ttj^ 
a great and beneficial purpose, wit^i bfiqig,/Vii* 
natnralrji?r imprQ^a^le^t-^But this great H^d wfM 
reallf .be indicated i^reifij if it appear thgt ^f^ 
p]iaced Abraham ia such. a ^tu^Uajj, . ajs t))%t ;i)q 
(4beF fosult CQt|ld follow from hisQb^di^p^j^J^t 
a signal manife^^tipii, that^Qo^?. r«a»irjBd^fi4i»p 
to trust J|i his Qmyiipr^seni^e ; sandr/a. Sfit^km 
manifcstajMcpi, thfti; ^nan is oyer b^^ ^ ja «f^ 4fti|MU 
whatever may/bc the, particular. a^pei^ti^jtltip^^^ 
If, indcied, there shall appei^r twp p?. i8#w 
ways^ in. which, th^ Patriarch might' b4l^« K^- 
soned equ«d}y w^l ; abd by .^ither Of ;wbicb,il< 
might Jiave beep ^detcirmined^to obe^icu^e; UifiUt 
what 1 shall advance will be but a.QM^ h]iq)<^ 
thesis : . but, even aa such,, it must be /ei^tert^o- 
ed, if it carry more> probability, than" ia :b4n»# .^y 
the ordinary view of the story.-^Bu^,' ^^Pt: if 
there shall appear but only one fair M9^^ ifpf 
Abrahani to have takeii.;^ then will it aiiiouutto 
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jTfo^ithftt tbetefiijMt»tkmt^M» iii'<we|p^a|;4M0ff 
for that very purpose whjch J suppose; ; . .;i!A 
li^e first then, 1 must dbiorve^ that Abra- 
hatn'd whote merit of faith is tiBually thought ta 
be'e>fpee8S€i4 by saying, iii the vtord^of Ldcke; 
*^ he helmed Qndf which saying refers to the 
promise, that " in Isaac his seed should be called.*^ 

" Noi/i% in one sense. of the phrieise, Ahraham'l^ 

merit may indeed be so called : But this (I think) 
is far from being logically just; that is to say; 
very far frem affoi'ding us any adequate nation, 
either of the degree^ or even of the hmd^ of 
Abrahadf^'s faith; or, frOm discovering to us the 
rational proeedure of the . Patriarch, virhen he de- 
terniined* to obey in offering up his son«-^The( 
consequence of this is, thbt it hides from us 
that great beneficial puipose, for. which I sup- 
post^ the ; temptation^ was. instituted.— But, how- 
ever, this view of the case has prevailed in ordi- 
nary, from even the time of Locke down to the 
present hour,— An ingenious writer, whom I 
mention here because he has written so very 
lately, in defence ; of revelation, who has sum- 
moned both the aiguments and the calculations 
of Science to the cause, and whose general 
merits on the subject 1 am far from wishing ta 

M 
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aMTif^ hw expreswd hiiiiwIfopDB this itol^ of 
Abraham as follows^ 

'^ Th«ve 18 nothing sa very. nnreasronaMe in 
^* tlM Btory, « ias l^e objeotons seem to ima^ne. 
^* Abrahiam had himself receifed 00 many divine 
*' bottrtnimioatrons^ and bad been a^qoftinfed 
<* with so ikiany that hud beeki made to hie an- 
*^ osstorsy that he coeM easily asoertain whettier 
'' Hie command came from God ; and God* ooutd 
*^ manifesHy Accompany it with such marks t>f 
'* his power and will, as woald leanfe Abraham 
'* no r€K>m to entertain a sin^e doubt about it." 
> Now, this view of the case seems preeis6ly the 
usaal one: and it resolves itself 4nto tin ophsion 
of Leeke, that '' Ahvkam MiendOeidf' wbtcfa 
makes Hie fttith of Abraham to be of the nu>st 
Umiied kind, whaitever ooald hatve be6ii its ils- 
qrbb: — But whether this i»: the right rnivn of 
foith imputable to Abraham^ tea nost essential 
point here^ which most be setUed befme- ssify 
conduirion can be drawvi, m to the: probability, 
or fitness, of the temptation.'^Iiere, theii^ as I 
Teiitare to di%r from Loeke^ in hbiriew of the 
matter^ I trust the liberality of a contemporary 
will eiecuse my difijeriogfrom kim.alsoi espeeial^ 
ly as it is a case iiriierein thereis no compelitioti 
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of MitBce^ nor of learmng, but in wUcfa plain 
sense alone must decide fiir us. • 

Indeed, notbiDg appeare to me more clear, 
(considering the aigued state of knowledge in 
those di^ys) tlmn the impossibility that Abrafafam 
cpidd '' emljf aaeertmn'* that it was God who did 
command him to sacrifice his son. Andy fn&er, 
I am obliged to think, that it uraa fiur from God's 
design, that the Patriarch should have had 90 
room to entertain a doubt about it — So far 
otjieriirife doe^ il strike me; that, upon quite a 
diSermxt vieyir of th.e ntuatim qf Abraham, (when 
C((M»]4ered together with the irnits whieh grow 
opt iC^ this view) I am content to rest my hopes 
6£ %ht ditcussion«*-^If, however, upon the intend* 
Aid vi^w of the case there do not appear a great 
ftfependteraocy in its fitvor, I shall be very ready 
to €Wa£mh3, that ofijr tt^Ung amelioration of the 
atory {itf Abraham, will be a matter hwdly worth 
diffpussMg here ; especially since it would prove 
inftdfiqiiatfe for a considerable purpose, to which 
I te^tend Ito apply it 

To establish my view of the case^ I shall as-* 

soroeonly such Scripture data, as neither believ- 

Qrt^ nor deists, wiH refuse me; namely, that 

Abraham ^fitesil in one Omnipotent Goo, whose 

attoibutes, however, he eauUl not rationalfy de- 
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ducef orpl-ovefrom general laws; — dnd, tbtiit he 
believed also inan Evit Power, ^ho, thbugb far 
subordinate, did nev^rtiieless woefully aceom- 
plii^ th^ moral fail of man, by temptation. — Far* 
ther. That the Patriarch was called upon, by 
name, in imperative terins, by some supernatural 
Bd!ng, and commanded to sacrifice his son ; — 
and, that he had nmght io delibefote upon what 
he should, determine^ in regard to the coiU'mand 
given. .'•"•'.:*•■ 

. Now, whfn Abraham was called by name; he 
answered, " ket^ lam^ — But, after receiving the 
dTeadfiil command, aitotal silence leaves ns fair<* 
ly to suppose, that his whole soul was fraught 

with agitation and tmcetrtainty.i 'However, 

^ A^aham rose up early m the mormhg, afkd *sad- 
**:<ifc^ Awji^tfi."— ^Npw, the thing to be gttt at 
here, if possible, . is Tfls , train of- THOt^ttT 
wjiich passed in the Patriarch's .mind, frotii' 4he 
inoiuent he received this horrible SRiimmon, until 
he drose up in the morning and saddled his. beast. 
— If this can be ascertained,* safe| froiA all Mis- 
take, We )shall therein receive a pi^dioas ^Ine, 
to guide us to the true spirit of IkiHh, 'required by 
Gad in the temptation of Abraham rand, doubt* 
less, such an object is worth a little ispecalfatt<ki. 
If the requisite consideration of it 'be tbo'iight 
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f>rolix here; I have only 1:6 say, that I think the 
^^ppUcMionofity at the end of the Sedtion, ^wiH 
be jfbiitKi of elrsential importance to the general 
interests pf revelation. 

FiRsi^ tben» If it \¥as possible xthat Abraham 
coald have bad not a doubt, of the command 
being from ttu^t same God, who had beforehand 
shewn him the destruction of the wicked cities; 
who had t renewed his own, and his wife's age; 
and had shewn him so many miracles of power 
and goodness, then I think there could have been 
no great trial of' Abraham's rational faith here- 
in, — ^no great rt>A;, — though there might have been 
some irrational fluttering of parental fear. Be- 
f^ause,' (as the writer whose assumption I have 
quoted, has admitted to my hand) Abraham 
tfUght^ afier such evidences, have held even a ra- 
tianal certainty, '^that he should return to his 
** servants with his sacrificed though living sou." 
- Secondly. — But, contrary to this, I conceive 
it is iifipOssible to entiertain the story of Abraham 
ail alii if we reject the context of Scripture; which 
leaver nsno doubt that he must have known of 
the TBMPTATION' and ACTUAL FALL of/his first 
pateats.i AnU if this matter want any corrdbd- 
ratMii; i might observe, that the writer in ques- 
tion considers Job to have been a real character. 
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and a contempoi^arj wjith the early P«triarq|i« ; 
and^ evea were that story but a dFamatic ^fiHum^ 
and of later date» it would still go to show that 
the Jews believed, all aloqg, ia the og^nqf^ md 
qctive malice qf the Devil.-*— And, ainc^. this 
must on all bands be admitted, .1 have only ^o 
assert, that the command to sacryQice^IsafC) wa^ 
of so ^i^i'bolical an aspect^, that if covM nQt hw$ 
failed^ at the first moment (j^ receiving it^ to have 
filled the father's whole soul with coBAt^aatiw* 
dread^ and doubt. 

Let any one here, for a moment, fancy Jiim* 
self in a similar situation ; (in those days 4^ ge- 
neral ignorance) and then, I ask bi«^ if he csa 
have any question about what must have ha&a 
the FIRST posTURB V the Patriarchs mm^ on 
receiviug the dread command*- — Convinced. I am, 
that any one .who would not have beeo sieiaed 
with an alarm asi4fear 4^ the umtio^^tiok 4!fthe 
Devils must have been wanting either to ibe af- 
fection of 4 fatheci or« of jllie rationality of a m$ii. 

From this first posTUKE^of Abrahaia'D minil 
we can advance, only by the analogy of Imw we 
must, ourselves^ have reasoued in fai^ oaa«4 SM 
here, if there be more than one fiiir jroadt I sm 
not able to discern it*~-Tbe anxious dlBtmtfad 
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father tnast, 1 suppoM, have reasoned in setae 
Biich way as the followittf. 

*' I€ I obey this dreadfal command, and it 
*^ ptoifra the ccmimand of God, all most be right 
** in the end:: ibr of him I oan have no doubt 
** a(bet whaA I hav>e eceperieneed of his power and 
*^ goodnsesi». 9nt (horrible to think) if it prove 
^' a Mare ^ the Devil, who has already so woe- 
^* ftiUy deceived mankind ; tben^ wretched man 
*' <ifafat I am, bow shall I answer it to God, to my 
'* Son^ or to myself. "^ 

TYieJifst paro]rysm of thtmght being thus past, 
it is naloral that the Patriarch should have ap- 
plied himself to scan over, all the experienced^ and 
all the believed attributes of God, afresh in his 
mind, thus. 

'* Hb is porwerfol and good, I know: Ke is 
'^ OnmipreiBeiit, aad consequently Omniscient, I 
** trusL-^^ntf nevertiieiess, he has permitted iSiti- 
** <em^to Kve» and e^en to work the &11 of man- 
'' kind, Ifjf terhptoMon. — liSLn.windeeSOismxvvLZ'' 
'^^BNT, then \n» he present when the Evil Be- 
ring tempted and destroyed our iSrst parents: 
<< — ^a^dreadfui, a liorrible reflection, this, to u 
** tortuMd Being situated as I am. — How then 
'' shall I know, to^ what extent temptation may be 
''permitted^ 
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^' But, on the other hand, he did not sufier 
'^ the Evil Being to tempt our first parents by 
'^ eammandSf far less by commands issued in tiis 
** OWN AWFUL NAME : — ^and if, at any time, he 
*' could be present and suffer this ; how could 
** his miserable creatures detect so unsearchable 
'' a deception, or, provide against such a fiital 
*' calamity? A cheat of this monstrous kindi 
'* must break down : and spurn to nought that 
" eternal barrier, which an All-merciful God 
'^ would surely establish betwixt rjght and 
" wrong. — Such a cheat, then, cannot be. 

•' Yet, am I certain that the command was 
^* neither a mere phantom of my imagination, 
i* nor a dream, [nor a vision; nor, lastly, a ma« 
^ licious trick of any human being : for, if it was 
'^ either of these, it may be possible that God 
** might suffer the Devil to tempt, me thus, to an 
" act in which obedience must be criminal, be- 
** cause its aspect is not only against reason^ but 

'' abhorrent to nature. But, Oh no, it was 

*' neither of these : My whole soul was too dread- 
** fully roused by the import of the command ; to 
^* leave me any doubt that I was commanded, 
*** and this, too, by that very seeming voice wliich 
^^ has so often manifested^ to me the effects of 
** power goodness, and favor." 
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** tJpon this, then, I resolve ; that an Omni- 
^^ PRESENT Gop would never suffer anjf Evil Paw- 
*^ er, to tempt man in God's own name, and in 
'* IMPERATIVE terms; an^, therefore, I find my 
*• trial in effect resolves itself into this, — whether I 
*' can trust that 'God is really Omnipresent^ — 
''^He, 1 find, thus demands of me to confide io 
'' thos^ of his general attributes, which ^p most 
'* honor to him ; which must prove of most use in 
'^ the world; and, which mankind doleMt confide 
*^ iUf or^ even conceive.^* 

** Now, as to this, I have indeed incUmdio he- 
^* Ueue,, in ordinary, when vastly less seemed at 
" stake, that God is not only all powerful, but 
*' also, every where ; and that therefore his pur- 
*' poses are not to be overreached, dr defeated. 
^* !Put in this opinion, alas, I am almpst singular; 
** (ox all nations and people around pae, nay even 
^^ my father's house and kindred, are closely wed 
*^ to local household Gods: and, now, that the life 
*^ <^wy. child and all my hopes are at stake^ my 
** trust in God's Omnipresence is put to such 
'* a dread trials as seta all ordinary belief to 
^' flight — Herein consists my agony." 

" 3uif Uis done. — I will obey. — I will honor 
^^ my Creator iu the highest degree, — ^that is, 

^' upon the most general of principles. I will shew 

' N ^ 
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'' the nations, and my descendants itt partidular, 
'' an exampk bftfuit^ th^t God idn/hot hellefeaied 
^* ty ANY want oi* ms t»ktts]gNCE, any more than 
" by any Opposition of his p6#fiR. If this act 
" jprove not manifestly happy and benefidal in 
^^ its i-esult, then, nO man Will hereafter ikU into 
'' my error. But, indeed, there could then re- 
" maiii no evidence of what is error, if We are to 
" be called upon by SuperMhtt(di^ngs,[{tkBt^d 
** of Acting from our own mere teaison j and if 
'' these Beings be evil, and dare make sport of 
" o\i'r destruction, by tempting iis in the very 
'' nidme, and voice, ^nd authority, of the MdsT 
" Hugh Goi>. — My trial, indeed, is great; |ny 
*' soill is torn with aniiety : — But who, among 
** mankind, vught thus to glorify God, — Who 
'' ought to tot this example of trusting th^t hh is 
" feViiRY Where ojirf knows all i:*titK&6, — if 
•* I do not, iaifter all I have expe^ieMed.-^lpy^m 
*' whom should thft taations of the £arth' Mcdve 
" this couiSdence in Goo^ if not from »*», Who 
'< have had sUch gbod eartiest, that in tkij^pddtefity 
^* shall all mankind be bles^sed?" 

Here closes the train of delibertitSon Which t 
ascribe to Abrahain, durinl^the^t^jfiit]^ of his 
triall, And we are to obsi^rve^ iftut lie bad a 
three day^* journey, to ruMnate ftirtiber litpon 
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this hiiB reserve ; from wbiclli we may aigue» that 
Qop .chose he 4^uld have ffjiH time for delihera- 
tion : apd no wan can tell, whether he was^U/y 
resolved jupon th^ ^acri^c^ when he began his 
joumey.-«-That Abraham was a man of great 
deliberatioBt circumispection» and wisdom, we 
ha?eabwdant erideooe; smd a matt^ so mo- 
meiitous as he wa3 uppn, wonld have caused him 
to speculaite while ever tim^ permitted. — But^ qe 
obeyed; — and hjs pbe^i^nce ha3. filled the world 
witbAf? fame, in all figes, j^d is perhap the 
i^ost cdiebrat^d pf s^y one hnman ftctipn. ^ It 
must, t|[[ei^c^ore, .h^ve eqi^ijly ;$Ued .the wprld 
as .n Xifi)3£fpN$ W}hich w^ the. end of its ^pjsti* 
^«tiion> 



^ we would &|peculate iSstrtl^er iipon th^ event ; 
it. 3fas4m ex^QU}^ ivfslk^ ^t m pxJkr:m\^ itiine, and 
tbei;^ ^n^eans ..j(xo jopxn to i^ppculate uppii apy 
r^^fiifUm flf tjie.yke: ,bi|t lJ|i|ffkpo deijitpan 
dragr, that su«:h a puippse was v^iry ft at the 
time it was ftrdjer$dt 4im} ;7^.;must adQi^t, that 
the Being who ordered it, Jknew what would be 
its J9S(alt; and that certainly ,}IE never did, nor 
e«^ wil^ perniit ^ny real supernatural |ponmpiand 
to be giif en i» ws own prsap na^b, ibr any 

e?il^ or^oy upfit purpose. Therefore, no man 
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could ever have been, or ever can be, led into 

erroF concerning any such matter. ^The cer^ 

/oin/y that the command was supernatural; the 
certainty of its being in the voice, and the name 
of God, who had already in that voice and name 
manifested such acts as he had done; and the 
certainty that the purpose was of general utility; 
all these certainties must have concurred, to have 
enabled the Patriarch to make up his mind. 
And when all these did concur, it became a vast- 
ly different case, from that of a nian who fol- 
lows the mere suggestions of his own imagina- 
*tion, to do evil that good may come of it. 

To sum up the argument, I trust it app^iis, 
that Qod's *^ tempting Abraham,*^ was designed 
to supply mankind, in that infant age of our spe- 
cies, with SOMETHING INSTEAD OF THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF GENERAL LA WS;-^ 
Something to serve them for a strong ptesftnip* 
tion of God^s Omnipresenc^b* arid, tbei^fote, to 
check their . idolatrous and vieioM propemiHes^ 
during the earhf formation of thechclsen pecjde. * 

' That some event, as a counterpoise of che ge- 

• neral propensity, was greatly wanting in those 

days; and that the means used wereiniost ini-^ 

pressive upon an ignorant people; are two con- 
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siderations which wil]^ perhaps, be readily grant- 
ed. But here, an enlightened professor of gene- 
ral laws, may very naturaity object, that the re- 
salt (after all) was not a proof of the Omnipre- 
sence of God. — ^This is true, indeed ; bul^ it is no 
real objection., — It is, on the contrary, but a cor^ 
roboration of what I have all along maintained ; 
namely, that strict puoo'p o/^God^s 'general attri- 
butes mast ever be incompatible with miraculous 
manifestations of his particular promises : In other 
words, I have already maintained, that, during 
all the time the world had a succession of known 
miracles, it was neceslsary, for God's honor, that* 
there should have been only ^presumption of 
(and a faith in) his general attributes: and, in 
change of this, when the times arrived that they 
could rationalfy deduce the gtoeral attributes ;^tfae 
same cause (the honor of Goii) demanded they 
should have only a reasonable probability of the 

promises. In this manner was maintained,' 

throughout all ages, the rule ; that man shall re- 
pose soBfE trust in his Creator. And it is curi- 
ously in agreement with all this, that the result 
of Abraham's temptation was, indeed^ no proof 
of God's omnipresence; but thait it afforded a 
strong presumption of that general attribute. And; 
while it was thus fitly but presumption of this, it 
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was PROOF that God desired io he^ honored in 
THIS attr^utei--^^ was proof thftt the man 
who did so honor Aim, in 3pite of the aspect 
of thia0», was^Tfift this instance) b<Hh sate fm4 
i^FiNXTEJUY GLORIFIED iQ SO doiog: M v^^M tbefc^ 
fore a strong evidence la probabUity; aod a 
most sjigAal .exmnjde for bis d^sc^iidwtS; to 

iinitat^.^ The spl«»did result w^as blaiSQiied 

over the world. And Isaac^ who bad no part w 
the project, but only remained the rescued vi^ct^, 
and a living wjitness of a ^gcene never to be for:-* 
gotten ; was, during bis life, a most res^ptedapd 
moat ipopartial wituess, to prevent the d?9c^« 
^ntsof . Abr^am jGcq^i .supposii^ that jkbis JPa- 
fqarqh himsdlf 1^4 b^^ under apy iUvUpi^nKiii^liliie 

It remains, ^hfEin, beire to discriniinat^, that 
tbe 'deliberation of Abrahs^n, if'Jogicalfy cmsh 
deved, did not relate to l\}s ** beUe^wg Goi>.;" 
bi^tt that it \Kas emplojred upon anqtber questiffi^ 
namely, whether it ,.iv:as Gppfaho 4i4 comgna^d 
bim. And here it is of , jibe first w^^tw^nce to 
observe, that the differi^^Qe b^^tween. th/^ceAvfo 
considerations IS very great m.4tB.««ral ^inmse- 

quence. The '' beUesoh^g QpD," o^ii^sc beuWi 

unreflecting result of witnecKii^ jwrlifficj^r acts 
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of biii {)dWer ; it may be the faith of a child^ or of 
a hdlfUng: — The believing thai it was God, must 
have been the result of a reflex a/nd mrydeliherate 
^9peratt6nf of a highfy rational mind arriving at a 
gloriotis and boundless view of the general at- 
tributes of Itie Creator, by the exercise of the . 
nobleM of mental faculties: an exercise which 
enlarges the mind, to its utmost capability.— The 
the kind of faith may inculcate obedience at 
times, w at places, the otfaef must opferate apon 
conduct at aU ^titles and in ^ places^-^The trial, 
in one view of the case, is the trial of a ma^i, 
and only of one m^n: the trial in the other, 
Was to proclaim God's general attributes to a 
whole idolatrous world.* — The test, in the one view, 
appears to be for a purj>ose vastly inadequate: 
the test in the other, was for a purpose which 
pkilosoptnf mghl^^acpectfrom G6d. — ^The one view, 
catihot be well defended against sceptical ot- 
tSwiks : the othet, 1 think, trahhol be attacked by 
deists, on the ground of imprObabflity.-^AH this, 
at ieast, I humbly take to Wi the ratiohal aspect 
of the case of Abraham ; and, as such, f sub- 
mit it liere, fot judgment. 

But, though 4 trust the story wouM stand by 
its own natural strength; yet, before judgment 
be pronounced, let us consider my promis- 
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ed application of this trial of Abi^ah^m,, t0 
tJte general cause of revelation : for besides all 
the general utility of this trial to the successive 
generations ofthe[hQUU of Israel t and» perb^s, 
extensively to olkernatianSf their contemporaries i 
we shall» I think, now find that the story of 
Abraham will uphold the Scriptures^ in the pre- 
sent day^ by ill^astrating the beautiful consist- 
ency of the SPIRIT €jf revelation^ and proving an 
IDENTITY OF THE PRINCIPLE of Scripture-faith^ 
throughout all the succeeding ages of the world; 

FiRSTi It is strikingly maoiifest, in the Evan- 
gelists^ that Jesus had not usually to accuse 
men of disbelieving his supernatural powers ; but 
onIy« of disbelieving that it was God who wrought 
them* — ^The trial, therefore, of the contemporaries 
of Jesusi was the verjf same principle of trials 
with that which I have argued to have been the 
the trial of Abraham: They were required to 
believe that it was God, and not any other 
power, who performed those beneficidi wonders^ 
In a more enlarged and more proper sense, they 
were required, as their father Abraham and his 
contemporaries had been before them, to believe 
God's general nature to be such, as was likely to 
hold out to them mercy and redemption; and 
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iheif Q^ghiiOfBttve takm nmo^Mt! signs, /0i>9i^' 
fient credentials $^tk$Jiu)t •' > 

8i;co»»i^v;tT^ hftd ftk^sdy beenf ^rgwed at 
iftf!Be» X\M. ia Ute jmstMit 4fty the fiir Iprratiir 
H^mbera 0f mankHid arc^ bj igmmuied and ttve 
ne<««Mr3r ^rocaliom of life, e^ohided frmn tiie 
re^iaite cMiplkated proof of revohittOR : Am), 
tfam^rd, ^a groat niatt \(oS^sM^ moi»m beHevets 
ia iMi^Ml to the mLtnBUKitfbvm nw^kaii^dpri^iie^ 
c//MtAr whidbha^ »fe suoh v%j;t|y dialafft ^^s 
feiMO ui)hald anbcessrraly ; Btaiely, by Abraham 
tist4xhisi4isc em i$ mt $^ ami midway betwixt bim and 
us, bjr ihs mrfy^b^imirs miwvs:: thai is, tbe md- 
dfitubfJiat^rs, ith general^ moat have iaitb that rr 
irjca^Gon^ttfAo did send Jbsi^s^ into tho world, to 
anilivr ^r HMnkttid. 

l Ifflwe it tt^w ftkT all parties to judge, whether 

thia atitct af^eoiBMmt of the trial of Abraham 

(m«fcir Airhl Wm^ witii the uniform Smrit o/* 

Revelation in all ages, is not a confirmation of 

both the view itself, and of that Revelation which 

prov0i il^f 9oiHMiii<w<^tbr<ragbout-^And I de- 

8irQ Qi^re pavtioulariy of i>e4i<5 to consider, whe- 

tSi6r 4hemmn$mHing of the identity of the princi- 

pjLEflbrQiighaa many changes of circnmsteince and 

of tbe kft9wJiedge of nMnkind, does not amount 

to fmiidenMl emdene4 of both the truth . of the 
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story of Abraham, and of the divioe origin of 
the Revelation which contains it 

In fine, if we compare this striking manifesta* 
tion of the cMsistency of Scripture, with the most 
af^roved general conception we can form, from 
human experience, of the prTNESS of onr trusting to 
God, without certainty; we shall be obliged to 
confess, that no Moral Being can be aJU object cf 
huma»ifriend8hip, or of favor f nor a Jit member q/* 
anjf community qf noble minde; who cannot live 
in the honorable interchange of trust with other 
Beings, upon reasonable conditions. And iWpr- 
NiTELY, then, must any Being be unworthy of 
benefits, who will not live in a like understanding 
with his Creator, — ^who will not Undergo some 
present privation, to trust to the general attri- 
butes of his Creator and a future day; eq^daUy 
so if, in addition to general indications, there be 
given an encouraging probability of his particu- 
lar promisesi» 



In concluding this appendage to the Fourth 
Section, I trust, that the main proposition in 
the title is most iclearly proved, and most useful 
ly so. But, though it is so clear in itself, yet the 
opinions, or prejudiceSr of many persons maybe 
so deeply affected by it, that I consider it requi- 
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site to devote, a sbort Section, to cohsideratioQp 
which arise out of it: — The next Section mil, 1 
hope, place the thing beyond all dispute, even of 
those who may be most inclined ^o dissent. 
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PROP. IV.— 27<e Consistenqf]of Revelation de^ 
mands our trust upon a probability, in evwy 
age of the World, alike. This must be re- 
cognised, to maintain the identity of the Prind- 
pie of Faith. 

Besides the necessity of making revelation 
conform to that law which demands trust for the 
honor of God; it is well for it, as being necessary 
to maintain its consistency throughout, that we 
find the great balk of christians,, in all ages 
alike, excluded from any rational certainty of 
its truth. — It may be of consequence to consider, 
from what cause the ordinary assertion of proof 
took its rise, in order to show that it probably 
originated, chiefly, in a confusion of two differ* 
ent ideas, which have no necessary connexion; 
which confusion, it seems, may have arisen easi- 
ly enough. But, previously to making this 

a consideration, let us inquire and see, how 
deeply the^coNsisTBNCY of revelation is concern- 
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erf, in ««r nwegnisiiif die fcberal limitatioii^f 
eiM)i«litin»li» a. )Mrobabil% oniy^ as. being ^ree'- 
$Mk tb'lhn Yitbe, ams oMm^itn piimci>t,e of 
Sofiptane-ftutfa. 

i hM&tkUe^y ittM8t«d, that ^ ancient chris- 
^teiM oomld.ndi h«vie bad ^tny jwo^ of tbis nnit- 
Mi^from ^ lirimdes i»f Jfiitns; and thUi troth is 
sa Aci^ntly -wntl^ for % the EvokffOims them- 
^M»i 9m i iorthA sake df Uiose 'who way <i«. 
sive to ^dd^Attei- some othw commentetor vpon 
tKto' matter, 4haMI mymlf, i tbaU here tramonbe 
^ «^tttti«M8 of Arthdeaoon Pafoy, ap^ii it; 
which he gives us under the head of " Jb^ptimt 
" 4f&irimH(Mity" in the follovn^ wfti-ds., 

'^ lNe>w,' ufk>» dve sulajecl: of the trutbof tka 
'*MAniEttiMi f-jkligixMA; with <w, tkere •• brut one 
'* i^fmmd^iH yjt. whetlMr (tte niittcks <«ier« edti* 
*<<l%.#M«i^? Fr«w Ibe ackoe^ c df pwa t mi 
'^iiktettAHki^i, D^e pilnsiiiMtttiitttieoiMly to the aQ* 
'^l»Mwl«idgiii»tit^'the trhoftb: Na dd«bt lin 
**(it«ll\t«««n ^ttoipMWliigs ani tbe. condinion. If 
**4l%h^Htf9iiltit'vntt»^ «r «n^>aneofihem, «ve 
** ^IMitmiia34lmmi vlkauk this avdbi of rdaaeeinf 
'* IM %^A#»«fta >iin<«ie(ssl anri fteiiUaiv ihat we 
'*^ iidt''ifeM^Af'«ppv*kettA faov it xtdraU ever 
*«4Uiite %«iiiiiHtftli«f>vM' Yetit ^qaipeera «» aic 
**<f«ife«liy)««r«iiiiii th&t-4h^ «4a*» ^ tiwnfht, in 
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** the mind of a Jew of our Sarioiir's age^ was 
** totally different from this. Afler aUowiog the 
** reality of the miracles, be had a great deal to 
** do, to persuade himself that Jesus was the 
'* Messiah. This is clearly inUmated by various^ 
** passages of the gospel history. It appears tbi^ 
*^ in the apprehension of the writers of the New 
*^ Testament,the miracle did not irresistibly car-^ 
<< ry even those who saw thenn to the c*onclu«ton 
^^ intended to be drawn from them« or so cook 
** pel assent, as to leave no room fpr susp«iMe» 
** for the exercise of candour, or the effects o£ 
** prejudice." 

Now, if this reasoning of Mr. Paley be admits 
ijtd as undeniable, as doubtless it is, then is it 
ao clear, as to put .dowh allcaviU (if any Mrere 
attempted,) that Ciibist Ainue^exacted from his 
contemporaries, a faith m^t onljf unthaut praqf^ 
but ei^en without tke po$sibilUjf oj thfiir tetmnsimg 
any proof. And b^re it is of the highest conse« 
quence to mark, that hb pronounced the wa^ 
tence of the loss of Salvation upon all those who 
refused ta yield th^s kikd of faith. — ^Thb mat* 
ter of fact being so clear; let us next observe 
what inevitably follows, and what a vast effect 
ithtas upon the whole struetute and VEav founda- 
TioN of christian beUtf.^^Ho man can for a mo- 
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ikient suppose that the peinciple of £aith can 
have been chanobd, between the days of Jesus 
and the present day ; or, that this principle ever 
can be changed at all. — Whatever this principle 
was in the days of the primitive christians, it 
mast be the same PRtNctPLE, still, for the mo«* 
dern christians. 

Can any man^ then, suppose (aifter Christ has 
doomed all those of his contemporaries to lasting 
punishment, who refused to believe upon probable 
evidence) that he could ever vouchsafe to furnish 
the men of modern times, or of any time, with 
obvious and popular proof; which proof (I have 
already insisted) must deprive God of those very 
honors, which not only our reason feels to^be 
indispensably his due ; but, alsoi which the prin- 
ciple of faith then enjoined by Christ, was so 

highly calculated to ^secure? Can any man 

imagine a mere revolting wrong, both to man 
tad to God, than that the ancient unbelieving 
Jews, and Gentiles, should have been placed in 
the state of doiibt here recognised by Mr. Paley, 
and thereupon be sentenced to sufier lasting 
miseries for not believing upon a prdbabiUly ; — 
and ye<, that the mass of mankind in after ages, 
should have an inevitable road made for. them, 
whereby they, and every infidel disposition 
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ftmoQg tkem, mif^t waik to EcAreiH iiMietited^ 
«pon a eausewap mmde up of obvious cutTARf* 
ncs; w^jch, if it weru 90, muiit bolh defeat Ibe 
viHrjF «Rd of honoring: G<»^ and menha tie uwke^ 
Uevu^ Andmts M Amt b$m urr jestly coif»£ttw^ 

These vastly momentous consideratidafi. ariBc 
bete so verjr obTiiHisljr, that one shoniid think 
^y could hardly have escaped the notiiee of 
aach uvfitevs as Mr. Palby; or, uidaed, that 
thay ooald not faaire remained uhredognised by 
religionists in general : and yet, I think, we do 
not find that rerelatian has been defendied ii^)on 
^i» ground. — Archdeacon Paley plainly snm; 
and acknowledged^ the mattcrs 0/ fact /rem 
whence theif arise: but he seems ai| far, ap any 
o&er writer, from baring adverted to. the ^oat 
and necessary eensequemee; namely, that the 
natNcxpLU offmth exacted from the AiiGiBiffar 
QHKfSTTANS, uttctrfy f^rbida any gen^jraify diffkmd 
proefto he granted to the Mqdsbn Of»iSTiA«s: 
which it does, because the granting of popular 
proof now, or in any age, miist annihdate the 
aneieni prineiple offaithy and substitute a new 
prindpk; which (I repeat it) not only reh^ the 
Creator of the honors due to him; b^a alao mmhes 
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lie ofifteteC kikBl^kvef^ id H&vt'hUn imjvsTLT coin . 

Bkit, ^irt to blJseirre, the <otier)oQ^D^ the 
ii(tkitift^<k (is REVfitATiOKr, is nrolt tiiie oAly (coln- 
sidet^lkM li%¥e; iik it is anofbef due, atad oif 
equal magnitude, that this AiKg^ileh'ed ixrrit^r, 
like his predecessors, adverts not that the laws 
OF CUB MORAL coNsl)t\JTioN distinctly of them- 
sehes forbid aB popular proof; and that thus the 
BaAbfNUtvrejvUt^ Revd&ticHi, ibr iit^ eon- 
"disUmjgf^f^lSing bf ]p6)iutiir prbbi, \ii evi^irjr k^e 
adiie.- 

Hiire, ^pon behbilding Ithi^ fhattei* ish jifainty 
iti (ite view 0^ Reason, how adtijir&bly ^oei the 
i'^^^ICft^tm bf iid»'itj^' k^hs t^stilV itkStitated 
at SO Velry ^^fly iiii kgb elf tj^'^ i^oVifl; ifti iti with 
this = lihifohn irfMle "ot^il^r 4h^ a truly 
]|[fflcis6i)hi£ii iiiemj lib w^li^eift i^c^^is*^ ; of 
m Viaue''jfii>iH^,\Aii\tki^^ ttAHbivaily through 
^'H^'tiita k*!! ch'4-i4^^ tif ihattl^d'd. 

tf ih^^^ tioMlder&VicM^ >Ua IJ^4^ a^Wtied io, 
I^hiiikiht^ i^C'd^Us <k r^^lktMli ini^hi have 
ikel their ^adf^Mriig^ oil «be Vhi^yhbid', ahi^ liave 
^m^lf TtpHAm tH&i-riMi, MkeMvb^ik, abd 
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faiih, and by viewing it always together with 
tl^t law of our constitution which binds us to 
trust upon a probability; and upon no other 
ground'; that christiapity can become sound phi- 
losophyt and . scepticism be either silenced, or 
charged with absurdity. 



We may now consider how the ordinary as- 
sertion of proof may have originated.— -It is 
generally held, that miracles are the only pro- 
.per credentials of a revelation; and this seems 
just But out of this fissumptiou has grown, by 
some means, the notion ; that because miracles 
were given to accredit revelation, therefore reve^ 
lation was designed to be proved. How natu- 
ral this mistake was, and which way it could 
have arisen, may be obviously gathered from the 
passage which I have just quoted from Archdea- 
con Paley. — ^The two notions, miracle and proof , 
are inseparably associated in our mindSf in the 
present day; because, if we have evidence to* 
miracles^ we judge this to be evidence to proof: 
and it never enters our thoughts, tbat^ with men 
of old times, who believed in diabolical agency, 
or other arts capable of producing miracles^ the 
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notion of miracle did not generally, nor perhaps 

ever, give rise to that of proof. Religionists 

now say, that we have proof hecanse the An- 
cients h^id miracles; and this would be strictly 
true, IF we (the people) had any certotWy, that 
they (the ancients) had' iniracles; — ^But while 
the miracles left the Ancients in doubt of the 
proof; their testiniiony (when opposed by the ex- 
treme nature of the thing) leaf es us in doubt of the 
miracles: and thus we find, from the/ac< itself, 
that Providence has placed ns all upon a footing 
oi faith tod of evidence; which, j ustice requires , 
should be done. But, besides this cause of mis* 
eoncejition^ which I suppose to be the principal 
one ; I have already observed, in Section 4th, * 
that, > ai» the leai^ned few among religionists may 
actually krrite at proof, and we suppose, have 
done so, it is very natural that in the heat of 
argument they should frequently urge this fact» 
without always qualifying it with a limitation 
to the few. And thus, the assertion of proof 
wonld^become more and more frequent, with wri- 
ters ; and their readers would be led to suppose 
it meant as a thing of course, 
, In concluding these observations, though it 
will be observed that I do not impute the ordi- 
nary assertion of popular proof, to the later and 
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mpije eD)i^ei|ed adi^ooatea <^f reToU^onf. ^fipe, 
on the contrary, it is, Bjaaifie^^^ hpyr-^ S^"^^ 
they apkpqvljedge^ ^^t ^m^}^ **^ :*!?? ^"^V' ^^"^ 
the tbinig.ie! beyond po{talw reach.;. y«t, it U v^ 
cessary .to sugp^est here, a|s. a in,qst iv^rtaiit a^ 
cef^ip consideration, anfl qncf whi,ch, ^e in^iQU^j 
of {leT^elatipp caj^s aJo|nd upon iti^:a$lv!Ocat|^ to 
attendl tq, that 1^&rvirtifaf.,M,iiaiplie^ "Khitm- 
k^gvtfii^ qi^ the ^t,, ore. of no avjajL.: Frfi^ SA 
lopg.i^.itponikii7]a^.tobe the ordifjarjic lai^ifagu^. 
o/ordi^a^,reUgiooi8t3,; or^ isntft (t^^^b^,^ ^|^t 
£e>^ici^jt, disavows;!), by hp^ th^ftr^i^.^^J^ 
higher, .^i^thoritie^ ; that yv^ . h^w^^ «ny pt^Hf/km 
proof hi^irpii},; thfyneiejcqu) vefjqgpJiis^jlthjiMf^Milw 
of Naljnn^ iKh|ch;forjl^ m^h pi^f»|i)^v'pKOiofl sprfk- 
thece^qve, they never qski^ set fqot Ap^j th^- o^ly 
solid grqiindt vheKeqij; $ce?(tici8iB ra«]!iheid«ci> 
stv.elj; 0Tei;thrqwn. , . . ." ?i ,;- o : 
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SECTION SIXTH. 

PROP. V.-r7%€ denumifw papular certaifUy q/f 
Revdationj is exploded by the c<mcurrenee of^^ 
tke three Principal Arguments' submitted in *^e€r 
tions 1,.2, & 3. — The particufar case, ^of/ some 
Individuals^ who attain proof herein^ effects no 
Molation of the genei^al law o^ trwt^-r-l^fmarkr 
able jarrangevfcnt of Providence^ in this .provir 
sion. 

AS,I sup^<?sf| no s^wq^r^ ^Kguinept, 99^14 J>e 
4ei»ir^ than, the sjtrikju;!^ cpiiKrujiranQe /Qf the 
three principal consideratioqa.. abova. nfi^d^ Ut\ 
prove that all generally diffusec) proof of revela- 
tioa is highly forbidflent; I now beg* tO: cf,}! 4.)|apk 
the readei!'s attention, once vfiqi^^ ifi th^i prin^fr. 
pal xx^i thoug^i, by non^pi^iu?, tl^e only of^ to 
i/vhich this .in^pp^tftnjj; matt^ isj^ biej-applj^f],; 
nawely. the reifnta^n qf; ^cejpjtipispv: W5fcithiP» 
greatest of all its ;den^dfli^/ 

To effap^t so desirable &.pufppfie, 1 ^^e .^e-; 
voted A great part of the spa^eallQw^ <ny9f^^ 
in th^.iA^^iI;y;^ buJ;, if.it. pr0ire..effeclttal9 ^9-!^^- 
t^t o{;GOinsidei^i^on,can W tw ^Mlc^ toi b/»^> 
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stow upon a bead, which, so long as it remains 
upheld, seem&r to absorb all the other considera- 
tions of the subject ; — a point upon which, as it 
has been justly remarked by Bishop Butler in 
his conclusion. Sceptics are " fortified 

** AGAINST THE EVIDENCE.'' 

It is quite manifest, that, standing upon this 
ground, the Sceptic is assailable in pile' of two 
differently ways, only* The religionist must 
either furnish him with the obvious certainty he 
demands; or, else, prove to him that he has na 
right to demand it. Now, the satisfaction of his 
demand, as is confessed by Archdeacon Paley, 
is ncfiio be had : and the refutation of it can be 
effected, I apprehend, by no other liieans than 
thbee herein ptirsued.' : .. 

Btrt here our attention is claimed by a special 
case; which! have several times hinted at, vnih- 
out having had opportunity to (BUterupbn the *d tie' 
consideration of it. It is the case of thos6 cbiii- 
paritivdy few individuals, who may, or do acta* 
ally a^tom j^roo/* of the truth of revelation.-^--^ 
Sbrfte individuals there have been, whose idlfel- 
lectu'al endowments, learning, jtftid mora!' cha- 
racter, ' entitle th^m to very^ high ^eonsiderafidi^ ; 
who have assertfed, that they laboured' through 
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the ii^vestigatioDi and came out with a thorough 
conviction of the general truth of Scrintiure. — 
But yet, the conviction of these persons is not 
proper groimd of convicHan for Others, though 
it msiy greatly help to furnish them with a most 
effectual persuasum^ or even assurance. And^ 
with respect to the case of such convinced per- 
ilous, themselves, the following considerations 
apply to our general argument. 

FiR9T. — The number of persons whose learn- 
ing, leisure, and inclination, enable th^Oi' to go 
through the whole mass of evidences, and who 
come out rationally convinced of the truth of 
revelation ; is doubtless so small, as to bear no 
prapartufn to the great mass of believers. And, 
when we consider the usual state^ and avocations^ 
of the. great mass of mankind; we may safely 
pronounce, that the same disproportion of con- 
visaed persons will probably continue to exist, in 
every age of the world. 

Secondly, — But, even with regard to the few 
indivicjuals who do, or shall^ wade through all 
the eviiiences and .arrive at proof, properly 
speakings it will hare become highly interesting 
to, observe, that things are so ordered, that these 
paifons cannQt;(9nf more than the mass of man- 
kind), get ^t ;jlhe i^oof in question, without pay« 
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iiigt»i^!b»^iiaft.TM^ iMieikSHd 6f lifgh Mhiaie, 
yrMak i^ ipc»d«rdl t^ HitA %y those irhb embMMfe 
hit wbrd ttpoA pnfiitB^ 'tmi^. 

^ttniaa^ to exfU^n^ ihik I MWiKt mmotk^ 
^M sMU^ Wkitos on tik6 side^ ttei^lafiota, ap- 
peal' to make coac68fiion& in tegwA to thB- Hmoukt 
of exii^a^ovi4ence, in m<Miem iim^s, whidii liiie 
ooMitrtency of revelalSeta tduld 'HM, Vu4 vMe\k 
the fact itself dommtf wiMnnait.-^-^^i]^. C%H^ 
(vitB^ tferangh hie c^^ngly aMWtiB ^^Moof tii 'geoe- 
nd, kk Ms Book whicfh te iiiititl«8 ■"■ Tkt twifttL 
** iand GBtctAi»^v ^>f %he CtHkrisYiA^ KEUftfioKj^ 
yet vxtkcmdJest tbat '*4he RteiiMreclldn ^fOliHs^ 
" and His bth«r-iiiiglity •fivA'^ ttinsi liftek>4Al'Ve 
'* ctefessed not iUv be ittth »wtte»^ tf» j l t « M)>Ml<Ma 
«ofthe truth of hid ditJile coKMiiflSitfh t&MffiiiHr 
" g«neratioiis, as they #ere to t%es^ litt^nf HArho 
'< iiim Iwed atad «««; ^iMf dMktoeh^ 4Mtll- 'JBHr." 
And, from thie context it 'iiAoMf 'etppe^mi %lHil>%e 
meant, that the Moderns koiM Ml ifiM' Om^ 
pr0qfit.*-^-4Hit My^i ftttiti Ibe geofie^I Vi«# f 
htfve tidc«n oftbe kuhjitct, iitid l(k«i^Hfi« min #kllt 
I lf«re -quoted fi<o>m Aiicbiiliktoiil- WAtWt, «h^ 
Otftitt«wry of this i6 plainly |>itoVed. Aiidl bifii 
obsiM^; that «i« otity «• <)dij^ dfi^M<id»n>ia^tiM^ 
^fuMiih the Aposiflefei hfad, <il9nt<6Mib^ «Kli UliMMf'* 
were ifeotfo eA^ defiioMtratioiiiror ilie ^nik bf 
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RevEX.ATM>K.' but otily demonstrations of the 
truth of miraculous power. — But it has been al* 
ready sl\ewn, that those two ideas had no neces- 
sary connexion in the minds of the Apostles: and 
we &rther know, that all the ocular demonstru- 
HoMS which flie Apostles had/ did not prevent 
their doubting, and that openly^ Bven so lately 

as at the last supper. At the same time, on 

the other hand we are to consider, that the Apos- 
tles could not appreciate the phihsophieal excel- 
lent of their religion : 'They lived not to see 

this little <^ grmn of seed^ become that pro- 
digious Tree which their Divine Master had pre- 
dicted { — They had not, the fate of Jerusalem, nor 
the sttH more wonderful late of the Jews, during 
eighteen Centuries, for an evidence: — Nor yet 
did they witness that great amelioration of hu- 
man manners, in UieOentile World, (now turned 
Christian) by the progressive operation of which, 
all nations of the Earth promise to be ^' blessed in 
" ike seed of Aira/iam.^ — All these, and other 
stupendous considerations, do certainly furnish 
the MASS oi Moderns^ not with demonstration in- 
deed, but with as strong syiPENCE of the truth 
o? CftEiSTiAKiTY, as the Apostles could have had 
,^YM BALAKCfKG in their minds, between whether 

Q 
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(he nffraclfis tJh^ ^ifw .wote frwi Qoih or fr»m 
the DjETviL. 

Such is the fact; and now let us observe, aadf 
admire, the sound reasm Qf tbe.fact^ wlach wtH 
show us ^ mi^ty difference iu mora/^Mi^fUMM. 
If the mere looking^ on, of aa anoiebt unbdienag 
spectator of a ipiracle, jkad amountii to protf; 
what merit of faith could that person bave bad ? 
*~0r^ if we, %% thesfi dugs, had any obvions andwi^ 
axuri^aiie certamiigf that miracles were then really 
performed ; what merit t^ faith could we haw^in 
believing in Christianity? — Nom at all, — Hence, 
then, it is as consi^tetU in r^elatian, as it is trtte 
infojot, that the ancient Jews bad but^i/^ro&ai^* 
lity in evidsMe, lik^ as Xfjd in general now faava 

This last matter forms an extremely import* 
ant consideration in an Elementary View, or in 
any Philosophical Examination of revealed re- 
ligion : and yet, we find^ it is overlooked by tbe 
highest authoritiea; by being involved in an ob- 
scurity, occasioned by a supposition that refla- 
tion was designed to be generally proved, find 
by their consequent assertion that it adua^ issa. 

But now letus resume the considsratiQa of the 
few, who in modem tim^a are an eyceplioato the 
general rule. And here let us observe^ that if, 
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which must take pliEuSd* wk«thep we would, <x 
would not, — if, instead of this, any man get at 

a gnMrt!flaU»9«tf:ewd«tt«i9liV ^nd* ititk fnUofa: tilMI*' 
ZQApkmt^,;^m\ 4he i5«nw''^'Goi» n^'-noilM 
imrnltied^'nmn^gkiid,- ijf- ike' 4ataiiaii§mt ^ v»m' 
proefrityrii] Hot,- beteaose siMh liAoit»< tsin'be' 
viidertaiunnw -.iiXrii^t tNqr^ dmlf- by^ 1ib»i0 inll^ 
faan«-ab^earfaeHl;:d*siv^'it»-eoflQi0'Bt trafti;^. J^a^- 

tlMi^strcibttiilv ^ilS»: htlUMil «tfiddi-^8«K^)t1k4-'«l^' 
tiW^tk)Mi<»ir^syitt^iftby betvr^h tK« jOiMiMtttt^iitilcl' 
tifib 'itiAtiWI'tfifipMttimf, in< all 6Ueh inquiii^ 
tlMkt, Hio^^fH^avuiail M^aide<tbroti|[h (1l«!wltot«<fla«(^' 
of^^eiMiM, vfthtt- thbse- «^d%nice8 be in tbeOK' 
m!H%8 ^iM^Sivd; yeii,a»:«h«y must all be^tibw- 
eTlH^tiMnllMil^di^ at the eud'of thfepMiM^ t^ 
ptdMHiHiJklBie^eki thifHteff^'^iflWA)!!^- Oi^be 
tMekUHmtdktlti; if tKe ps#ty hWi omikd^t^M^ 
vtHh iiiM*k |^i¥^d;>'^ dfi- itt»fil¥Orablie' Iftdioa' 
ti<»Ai "Tll^reft^ We see, t&iit a' i«i^m^i>i«M' 
8i'rit6N'**'lf*il»«i-€loii,^ iJ^rtte^'o/i tker^i^iiism, t» 
etoAllif'a^^'inm^-ttf gWtit 1^ ptMf of t&iUMimt, 
%kfmM9rh^tiim'i^M\' li*¥»ii*i; ao nutti.***!* nf- 
tai»»tePM<»' JWbtf^ %hb-«tt «dt- f^emulSf' f»iUt 

in«dhife'cfe^* «^\«^KbcdttteBiOth«¥^«dhCTei 

4J2 
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«o bit religioii upon, a pr^ibaMtitjft ^M bftcL he 
nerer gpt farther m eyklenw# 

^. Let.the.Sc^tic here fiiirjy recognise this c«* 
rioHoa siod ccnnplete fencing in, ,and aU.arawid* 
of this duty of tru^ fer the hpDor ;of :<B!cd; bj. 
%vhich biiiTier» resting conjointly upon both ex- 
temfiljbings and the mind itaelf, it t&.pfodaim- 
ed».thatiM OHeshaU ben^tig tie. promise mfim 

r^mm ffiitk\ tkermm^ ^The general, exctoaiitt 

oCthegreftt vmu^i^s wmihM migfat have hwn. 
taken, aa good and snffieieiit jeame^ft of this. But 
vrhatar^. we.to^ay wheq, beisid^a this^ wefind the^ 
matter . so contrived, that^ , tbo^gh. th? . veil f4t 
kiK>wled8e .may be >p(9i«trai(ed by^a^al, i» ,%^. 
canse iof God, yet it <^amo< be so by C9!|ten|pti^> 
ous uifid^ity ; nor by any person^.wiljhfiiil aclii*^ 
al p^ymeait of th^ duty fij jtaitq fl$, ti^ 4iidpme(f^^ 
It.oi^bt.to be noticed, indeed^ a^d it be<;^s^S; 
tpaniS^st here, that the^. most; d^;f^nt person W; 
the itMld'CHn w^KM9SfiAJ»j vai^th M h^ ii«- 
Mffa^nf o/ier he has possessed; biqisalf of *pro(>f.^ 
Bat his ^desert is not th^r^by lesj^^ne^, b^^. ^^U . 
be in pr^ortion to bi^jseal; sinGe^^put .of Ais, 
ecifn;t«<t^, may grow (and doubtl^sa^. 4^91 jroim)^ 
the perenofiixm, qfnfilj^an$.r--Jt tbas setnps prodnc- . 
tiye of V0st^^itjf^ th^t some fem shpnld^be ena- 
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bled topaietrate theTC^Il; because the minions 
who beUene after tkem^ must all have the merit 
of FAtTHt properly speakings wUdk faith ever 
grows out of a gracious disposition. And we have 
sktemiij seen, that even he who is convinced^ mttst 
have hsLii faith before he had proof. 

Another consideration, here, also claims re*^ 
mkrk; . vhich is, that it plainly appears^ from 
what has been said, that if mankiwl, in geneft^y 
ooMf at anjf time, advance to proof itself f eym 
tiiea, ubU reqmree an earnest and, laborious search^ 
it wottld' be no violation of the g^eneral law of nd^- 
tnre, whieb.forbid8 OBVIOUS PROOF ONLY. 
-~l hitve^* indeed, c<Misidered it quite improba- 
ble tfaatibe majority of Christians wiii qver pos« 
sess itttdUgeiice, leiilare, and inclination, suffi- 
cient to pnt themselves in actual possession of 
the: proof: but, in whatever degree lliis may take 
pUbce^ we here find, that Providence b$s left 
room ..for it, ^without its affecting the. i;Nfp.oRM 
PatNCtPLE OF ScarpxyRE-PAixH. 
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■ ' ■ ••; ].:•/. . • • v . . • 

PROP. \^.^rrMH m A pntabOity^f Jimfct* 
tiati, ameliotatew Aum»n virtM ; fy ^tting^ amo- 
ther cansuierationf beside the motive of self-love^ 
• m: • :.,.'.-: i • ' '. 

lif.tHe'tpr^eat Section J aial to mnbidfev a- Mb^ 
^dttittte appliiebtum;: but still a ynrj xw^ottaeak 
«S«r^i «iltri^A^ th^^ 09 rrimx alpewily :iiisWk!ib 
u^fod! wbi«ii hi to ' remove a» •bjeciieft <tlMdr 
ottPeHvl6^ap)ieiiwof'^^tWi^§)ilr ag^dst ScvipfS- 
ture; ilr regard- to the sanction of •^tfiMiiilb «aMi 
pimisf^bieHti; Which aw «»*i»2Hly^tie<*Jotft-fti <ie 
Bft^; as'ttie only expre^d' it}dtet0€flite to vifctiy^ 
-=-^^THi9 rrirartt^^has* ifiv^lve^ maigh*^|)tti*M^pki^ 
esel bppositibtir andy 1- confess 'it 4icte» not ap^ 
pear to me, that any thing effedtulil <!an bi^ • shK* 
vainced'to d^f^tfd ttV^s^lofig^as* vm fhaJDrtaiii tbr 
Mg#tf>ptK)n 4( a geni^Ujfi clUmMMe ^KR^^^ 
of the truth of the promises.- ' , . j*. 

The following considerations, npon this head, 
suggest themselves as requisite to be noticed 
here. 

First. — The only pure, perfect motive to vir- 
tuous conduct, is, the eternal justice of vittue; 
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by which I meM, the juslioe.of countetactiiig 
our QvrniMi^sk 4e$mBs^ ar ease^ to reader upto 
every Jiviqg tbiiig» as laii^e a measure of good; aa 
the eqiial rights of all living things (ivhich ia- 
cladaa oui$<^yes) mW justiy au^N* it to receive.^ 

SacoNDri^Y.— 3irtt Fe §1)4 UmA 4hf SiGriptaiw 
do Qot exact tbis.pmre, ^tipoX tvti\»^ fKXP such 
frail moral beings as mankind x fpr they eotn^ 
vmid tts to Tjrtue, usually, under the .sarictiops 
Qirewar4 ^i4 punishment f which copiuderatioiis 
appeal to ojjr S£LP«L0Va» ai^l therefore forin m 
principle ofvirtuf well nigh fthmeiriwlfy cppm/je^ 
to 4hat of being virtuous ^odi a sen«e of justice 
to fiU other b$ing9. 

Thirdly .--Now hereupon it has been object- 
cd» against revelation, that the above men- 
tioned sanctions, instead of e;icciting virtue of the 
highest kindt excite us only to that which is 
mean^ sordid^ and b(ifSel]f mercenary. Mpreoyer, 
it is objected, that the thing has a strong influ- 
ejQpe in narrowing the bumao mii^d, to still more 
than its natural human selfishness ; and that it 
thus renders men worse iticanbers of human so- 
ciety^ than they wOuId otherwise havt? i>t?eu. — 
B.uti above all, it is confidently asserted, by 
deiatst that t|iere cannot be 0^ merit in good ac- 
tions p^forikied tmder csBtAiNTV ^a ykst ut- 
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WARD ; any inore^ thmii if it wen done to aroid 

the CBBTAINTT ^ a VAST PVHIMMENT. And, 

perhaps, the ordtoary sense of mankiiid ^agrees 
with this deistical ol^ection. 

Fourthly, — But here the advocates of rereia* 
tioti defend the matter, by sacb reasoning as the 
following,— which is that of Dr. LeUmd; '' T|iat 
''if the eternal life promised in the Gospel be 
" rightly understood, the hope of it includes a 
*' due regard to the glory of God, to our own 
*' highest happiness, and to the excellency of 
*' virtue and true holiness. "~-~Besides this, too, 
it is ferther ui^ed, that there is '' an entire coic* 
" sistemejf betweeen the loving virtue for ite own 
*\ djike; and the being innimated to the pursuit 
'' aiSd practice of it by such rewards as the 
'' Gospel proposetfa/' 

Fifthly, — Now, I think, it would have been 
more happily to the purpose, if this author 
had cited any passages of Scripture, capable of 
putting down this deistical objection. And, with 
regard to his own defence of it, really nothing 
can appear to me to be less sttbstantial.-»^lt is 
strange, that the most undeniable matter he as< 
signs, in justification, namely, '' our &wn kiffkest 
'* happiness ;" happens to be <Ae verjf thing OiMi is 
ohfected to, by the deists whom he i« opposing. 
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Aaaif tfaoagh I readily agree with him, that there 
is Van entire ccmmteMy"* between the love of our 
owb hftppiness and a love of God and of virtue; 
yet, I am not aware that any thing is distmcify 
claiiki^ for God (in this shape) through the or- 
dinary tenor of Scnpture : And, at least, the 
usual iojnnctions both of Moses and of Cubist, 
OMke reward and pumishment to be the express 
ordinary sanctions for our consideration. 

Lastly, — It may be farther agreed, that the 
plea made, of its being *' our highest happiness^ 
may seem v to tatenfuate the motive of self love, 
hete, or to raise our opinion of the taste of the 
party interested. But it must be vain to pre- 
tend that the motive is thereby rendered any the 

less s^ish. ^We never think any person has 

meirit, in any case wherein the reward is both 
CERTAIN in itself and infinitely beyond the ser- 
vice done. — ^The eertainty of hire, stamps every 
exertion but as mean: and, when the hire is not 
onfy STIPULATED and certain; but aiso exorbt* 
TANT ;- every man knows whether the party thus 
rewarded, commands his esteem for the service 
performed. 

Such, I apprehend, is the sum of the- dispute 

between deists and the defendera of revelation: 

and it appears plain, that it is a difficulty which 

R 
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catuiot he got orer, so long as rri^onists assame 
hath the TASTsrEn^ land the ckrtai!Itt» of tlicrre- 
ffmt^.^^ — Bat now, if» with a view to soke tliis 
objection, we turn tp tiiiit Law of Nature which 
exacts trast from U9 ; and to the argued Spirit of 
Hftvelation which exacts the same; and to the 
general fact, itself, of the actual limitation of 
nmnkinil to Probajble Evidence only; these three 
great truths (viewed in concurrence) will fally 
accomplish our wish. 

Tb0 case here shows itself to be, that the dWsfr 
ipak6 t^eir objection, solely, npon a suppiMii^on 
that religionists assame a gemend certaiiUy of the 
reward;*, while it is true, indeed, that religionists 
hfime^ ia ordinary, gone upon this h%k and na- 
tenable aasuinptioo. It followa therefore, that 
the objection of the Deists, is hmit i^im^ moMng 
ha a wr(mg noitio^ qf their oAm's^riu ^ HnA it is 
equally clear, that theae last cannot defend 
th^msdlves so long ^s tiiey stand upon this. 
wrpjpg notioii» 

. The true ground of hvman. tirtuet indicated ki 
Scripture, according to all the foregoing vteaon- 
ings, is this ;— That, by the FIT PROVISION 
OF UNCERTAINTY, the economy of rcvelal 
tion is so contrived, that, while rewank and pu^ 
niskmentt are indeed held out m a£X.f i^ovto, aa- 
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ibe gteat AiMive; "jfet,^ Ike umcb&tainty of tHe 

tkmgis ever a coimTBA wjbight, triiieh thre ^ 

no meoM of poisuiet hut oHfy bg a ofeNsaotrs 

TRUST IN God. ^By thui Gurioa9 economy, 

therefora^ though sefflme woukl prdnipt 6 s to ah 

unquahfiedy ungracious longing; yet, we'canndt 

grasp the protnised i^ewar^^ if we do hot add 

sotae porlioa of /tile iioi/er m&tipe of a( *g^acion« 

coofidisttce, tvMkoui cArtmhtf^. — ^The iViiit is 

held n'pf mdeed, tempting ib the iiew; but ho 

4M>r4id hand cab i^ch to piaofe it^ aiMt "(Whoever 

doM-taata ftfaerfeof ihusC take his stan^ upon a 

f^obahUity e^ what shall bi^ add foregd d- sordid 

attachmeni ta some certain good tkdt nhw* tV. 

Here let as obser?e» thii't our virtue Will in this 

.ea«e proceed from* a ConfiJ>ot]nd of tWc^ f ery dif^- 

fereDt metiveb; wbfcb> h^wevfer, are verjr consivi^ 

emt. TW one riiotivei seiflo^e^ is mean and niii'- 

celtarji: tiie otber, a genef^i ttiM ik'Gov, fs 

noble atMl holy.'-^Froni the latter of these two 

jnotives viecbuMetact oUr rtfeari self love, By de- 

nyit^. oursdves a. courad of present grsrtifications 

thataiHs eertminiy within 6n^ own power V ^ ^t^- 

dw to trusty with a roagnanittioufs and adoring 

SpimiU t^AiTOTHEii B^mo and a futt&i 'tMiiJ^ 

And bore the reader will perceire, kfi^t sfiich a 

^omptfoiid motive to virtue, is a foreign IfiiiiV'Po 

R2 
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124 8ficnc»« VII. 

that prodential jadgment, by vbich (if he had 
freof) any vise man, howeMr mean or selfish, 
might prefer a certain fiitare great good, to a 
certain present amall good. — Hence, a merely 
.nyUh wise many could not in any case be the 
wise man of scrifrture. 

It 18 proper to explain, here, that what I ob- 
ject to in the defence made by the writer last 
quoted, doe» not in the least go to deny that ** if 
^' the Gospel be rightly understood it includes a 
^' due regard to the glory of God, — and,— to die 
" excellency of virtue and triie holiileis."-^ — So 
far from denying this ; I always liiean to assert 
that all. these are consistently maintained in 
Scripture. And my purpose, here^ is cmly to 
show by what MOorFiCATi0N» <i^ arrw^ement^ 
these duties are secured;' while the necessary 
motive of selflove^ ako, is always held out. — Now 
I argue, so far, in agreement with the deists; that 
the ordinary scripture-sanctions to virtue form but 
an appeal to mere self love : But I farther con^ 
tend, that the glory of God is^z^t the ssunetime^ 
OTHsawTSE SECURED in Scriptui^, by a different 
but conjoint ordinance ; namely, that we are to 
THusT tn God without any cert Amrr. And, thus, 
if self love urges us to the great ha tmeertam re- 
wards of Heaven, our trust in God makes us 
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forego the lesser but certain evil pleasures of Uris 
life*-'' — But here it is quite plain, that this ^fime 
UbratUm oi amoral Beings between two different 
motiTes, couid not subsist if he possessed a pre- 
vious CERTAINTY of the prdmises: and, Mierefbre» 
all religionists who assert ^emrtf2 /iroo^ preclude 
diemsekes froin the pawer of making this de- 
fence of the rewards of Heaven. 

^ Here I think we are strongly called upon, to 
contemplate this beneficient providence of God, 
in ordering such a state of things, — such a suita- 
ble measure of revelation, — as that we are thereby 
obl^ed to virtue 2y a compound motive peculiarfy 
adapted to our nature : a state of things which 
does not exact pure, perfect virtue, from such 
creatures as we are ; but, yet, hy the obligation 
to TRUST, throws in the exaction of ^0fii6 degree 
of A NOBLER MOTIVE than that of our own self 
love, and thereby forms, for us, a qualified mo- 
tive to virtue^ becoming such imperfect Beings as 
we are. 

A qualified virtue in ma», is all that reason 
can. demand. And, if the deist may justly ob- 
jecTto a virtue that is from mere self love ; I 
think the most fastidious of them cannot reason- 
ably pitch their demands, for human virtue, high- 
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ert than tb»t c6i»pottnd motira herein m^de 
iiMuiife0t: nor cto tre (cfitattderitig the wlidie 
tenot Of Seripture) think tiiAt our virtue re^oii^es 
41 purer mo^ve than a.miitt^ irfn^kM. %%x% oKti a 

^OENSROOS TBUST IN CrOD. - 

But, if this be atov the great diAeulty coheehi- 
iitg ^ S^iptttie gaaetioiis fdr TiPliie^ id hereby 
solved. . . 
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PROP, VII.-rr25&^e 1^ ^i#(rM»( prwf ^ tk» 

quisite condition, to bind %is to trust in apf$b^* 
, biUtjf of Jl^elfii^o».''*^^(mfi's D^ctr^ 
rmUs ^tji^OTts^ thifi gf^sitittn. 

In the outset of tbis inquiry, it was assumed, 
that the human usage, which binds us to trust 
in cas6 of a giren probability of reyelatton, can- 
not operate therein, without a certain condition 
annecced. Because, as in our particular human 
trusts, we demand a previous general ground, of 
favorable disposition in the party (rusted ; so, to 
oblige us to trust in the probable indications of 
Gobi's particular promises, we may reasonably de** 
raand some general indication of hia previous 
disposltioR in our favor. — Now such indications 
as these, we ane to seek only in the general ap- 
pearances and order of nature. 

But the Oreatidn of the World (or if it were 
oply ^efommtio9^ thereof) would fatoish a suffi- 
cient manifestation of Gob's general designs itt 
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our favor: and we are now therefore to mquire, 
whether we have any proof oi^nj such unakmg 
of men B,nd thi$9gs. — But, previously to entmng 
npon this question itself, it appears to be of much 
importance, here» to clear up some misappre- 
hension of doctrines ; which I think seems to 
prevail very extensively in regard to such making 
of the .world. 

' ' The doctrine of Hume^ in regard to miraeks, 
appears to be very- generally mistaken. And, 
what is a much more serious evil, this mistake, 
if it has not arisen with, has ai least been sane* 
tioned by, several of his learned opponents, in 
their defences of Christianity .*-rIn divers of the 
most approved tracts which have appeared i» 
t^is controversy, on the side of revelation, we find 
it. asserted ; that Mr. Hume denies not only the 
evidence oftestin^oHy to miracles, but, even, also 
the very possibility of a miracle^ in, any case what- 
ever. And, by this Atheistical extent of denial, 
thus charged upon him, that consummate Semi- 
tic is held Qp, to all good believers; as being him* 
self no less than a miracle of impious- [absurdi* 
ty.— But, now, let us duly, obseme^ that the 
ascription of this extravt^ut and baneful doc* 
tripe Uf Hume, is noted far ukA wide ; not oidy 
by those well disposed persons who jtis^y vie# 
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8jud| .#q^qiB with di«wi}l wpd ^ifftinBt, .biiit Wm- 
vfm hv miQpy t^iwttlis of uD£»nQ(^ mmdisu and 

thinkers at all ; most of whom know but lilljj^ 
vfKfie.aS Huqie's ^pi^ofOfhy, than ^he j^aoie^l 
ce^jtmity of itf name : And, thoneperaons* (Mng 
Sf^«iij^t]r <»^no^ by 4h#r pi^n hfiJbits, or incli- 
1^009^) ji^ r^dily pin ll^r <;^piQiofi upon ihiit 
of APiPW^t 1^ pliilosoi^er, and tranquilly Mvite 
d9iiv)9 ^| their ^indfl^ for pr«(Cjtical n^e, tkif VAX- 
Uf iiv)|il!h .^^ »f* i^d p 1^ tMi«a»fi j^ ^nnx ; 
iMH^i^y. .th«Mt«« jf» f¥l^r9*^ fP it^kfrierwe t^tft a 

oipua^npp^^d niia^ira 1^^, aceqrdiiiwly* bfiPOipBe 
a,i^f)fpi|)w p^a(B9 ill the mfi^^ 9f all Amw Hmk* 

much surprise^ ^|#4ji^.hcffe ,a8f|firM> :thatfj|e 
Q«imraiy iof A|# i^ ^ pi^f^vfi^ ^99irm 9f ^»* 

hf^ jp ,ti)^ 4^9)9^ of h js ;|^M(gf on Mkm^ W« 
Pl?fif^>>n?«fl^ W> ^"Jy «aWl *fi ,eFJj[ii«p*<|e,9f 

^^«Wi$f)l# PWtW a y^g§pmv»* fyfm9^> and 
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most fmportant *' limitation'^ of his doctriDe: 
by which hfe reverses the Athbisticai;^ part of 4t, 
though he leaves the ANTiCHRtBTtAN part in full 
force. ^ . . 

Toward the end of his Essay, where he has 
just said that, " we may estiablish' it as a maxim, 
*' thatrto human testimony can have such force as 
** to prove a miracle, and make it a fouwdsttioii fer 
"any such system of religion,'' — he Subjoins a long 
note, which begins thus: — ** I beg the limltatldns 
•^ herte may be remarked, when I say that atni- 
** racle can never be proved, so as to «be the 
" foundation of a system of religion. Pdr 'f b^n 
" that; otherwise there may possibly be miracKfe, 
** bir Vicllatlons ofthe usual course' of nattfre, of 
*^ sueh a kind as to= admit of proof 'froMtHhiiiiBln 



a 



te^tiiiiony';' though perhaps it wil!" b« iihpdissi- 
" We tb fiiid any sufch In ill history ;• ! " • '^ 

-'iTiiV,' of itself; *5 very diBfe?rent from the doc- 
trine usually ascribed to Hume : but -hfib'^j^tl^s- 
d6i»'on this g<-eat point doei^ iiot'end bere; for, 
in the^dkme note; lie adds the fdMovfring conctu- 
siv^'i-eto^i*^,— ^*' iTA^' *cflM^, cd)^ptiim\andi^' 
^'-edMi&^i'dJ^ndtut'ej is aik event- rendered *prclSM 
'* •% so, mOky kmntdgieii IfAoV ^any phenomenon Stohich 
^ie^ilU^totkme d-tend^cy^ toward thdicaUdstiHiphe 
'^'comdf tt^Xtn iA^ y£6BStrA of human tesHmbk^j if 
" that testimony be very extensive and uniform.'' 
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' Kow, b^for^.W^ proi:)^:. farther, wd ^bile. 
Qur.impf^8§jpQJs yet.wftrffi fl-om this ^i^kitowr 
ledgment,. I jij^sife of Mn Hume's foUay<g^8 .to 
observe,' ths^ the prpbability of an EtKD pf'na;- 
XURJS) iaiplies an ^qual probabilistjc: that it had a 
BEGINNING^ By this coDcession, therefore, Hume 
aU.east thro w/9 away that ev^r retreating bo^Jkkr 
of AxHEi^j^f the supposed past ibtebnity of men 
and things : • Afi^i since he does ' so ; must it not 
be an untuiq^py: Qversight in us, if thii» concession 
j^emiain. imftcknowledged, and mpnkidd be left 
tf>df;\fik^;0^t qf[Ghristim Writers^ the contagious 
pp)8<^;ofHuM^'^ Sceptical principle^, rendered 
t^An^oW mpre iteueful, by charging him with an 
ATlijeSi^TfcAii /^Jti^f. which this; sceptic, himself, 
haa^<rMMnif^;cfi«j(im^4tf* : . . 

iqi .refility^ all. that Mr. Hume, ;upon the whole, 
d(i^^, d|spy..iR;t|i|a:jmjBittfr» is, the tru(;h of. any 
p^flT, ^iir^V^ M M^ory: — And this he denies, 
n^t m^qi^the general ground of the physical im- 
ppssibiKty of aijiiracle; but only upon a much 
nwfQ:^ex9 .^^qi/griHmd; namely, that inira- 
^l^^l^^y^ g^u^rally been asserted only to sup- 
potrt ,itsM9JK>N., and that mankind are noto- 
nously given tp. imposture in matters of this 
iUnd.— Now I submit it for judgment, whether 
.Humc^'s, giving up the general graundy'is not a 
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tsi s&CtldM trill. 

vMtpdiilt gdincid, dir««f{ly by tM envde hfHti^u, 
tod miiiecily by tittil of BtViSAtlRdH : iiid« 
whethM- We dtf^ht not tikrefift^ tb Yectfgfiiiilt, 
«Drd theti ad^tece m^ith i«do«ibl^ cttilAdM<H«i io 
(explode bis noi^roW amd pM^ltliar gtoatadf; M- 
Ktead of spi-dftdibg abroad, as bis dd^tifii^ an 
aibeistical ten^t, #hieb is noft ttiore MflicllMVous 
in society, tbau it issubstantMly ^jlhAWd ihroy 
by bite upott wbonii it is tfaai^^F ' 

Besides that Ut. Htin^ ik ttmbid¥tb4i by «e»e* 
ral very distiDg«iisli«d atrdioriii«», m-AmAfifeitejf' 
itug the possibility ot riiitad«»rby .lB« ag<ett«<^ of 
any power, or in afiy oti^o 'fthatdVtiit-ii hMlriili> 
faapp«»ed; tb«t several of bis l«Mb«d oppatliMis 
who /Siivs i^ogaisodhis *^ HdUittioif' ilttl^ h*^ 
not however seized upon it as tti ittp«>ftattill MH' 
cession ^ tiie cause Of revlml^ trtUb i 0* the 
contrary^ tttey have merirfly held it up tO bdtte«, 
as a faring ififatanofe of 11iat^il0s«|»K)S^ mut- 
sisUmcjf^ md sOf-^iokMttlktio^f'^^-^V&iri t^y, Kb 
inconsistency bemft, is kaffibi«iMlytakAnffl9^fi. Bbt 
if it bad 00 bappened, that Mr. RttakUt MimtA 
of bebg iiioonsistent in thu obttn^e Of tbM Bitoiy 
otily, bad inairitained a wrong doeiHd« on Ibis 
bead tbnnlgb bis whole HI9; and y«ti; it tk^^lWe 
of iC bad come so tiittdb rbttiid, ^ b^fai»dMe 
in bis ** Umiaawnf" can it be.Sny^<ieftti(Mi Who- 



Digitized by' 



Google 



diiflff Hi* fiHttiVA' to tM taJburU 6f thm^, iJM 

It M^kh% HKtee dbseHsitions; iA646i€^' 
§6r Mr; Hilnig -^ HMh^ bteen hmdi '^e^ tiittfj^ 
««htickin|^ariddet«istaMe^i<rbr, MM fiAhiSf 
m^: Utid hbmt^ ik flfi^tfaer ftbih'iHfM&iiiih^ 
^Aka ib AtCHbute i6 imy <yf th^^e Ii^ oppodeUfi^ 
tiiy dfejq^itf t^^atit^ ttirn cf»ingebtii/ttiAy.-^RSi^ 
Htf nttttfral, thdf tHe< gen^r^ Uifiof t>f Mi^. 
fitttte'6 #fltrug(^, ali(]h!ild i)^ hl^Nljr shtf^fkiUg awd 
4JRnMive» tc^ «n^ wlios^ ^^I^ Iffes V(^e dt^bt^a 
to the cause of religion : and it is not siir)}Hdng 
that the Essay on Miracles should so fill their 
miiids with disgust, and a laudable reaction of 
aeal.for the cause of trath, as to make them 
OVeitbok; Of tit lettst cAuai^ tUem hot iS t¥6W in 
it^ diie idtrpdrtMhce, tH^t ^xj^h^mt ^rdtt 6C- 
cnfs diify ihettr ibis €ni of the E^SMrj^. Bfit, in 
ti^iaifaig an j( Subject #ith defitiehili^ !mt&i)tl4Ufy, 
we are botftid td itcogiiifib ^n attift\i$)r's iii^Mi^g 
M hHhMieHh1iM,fitiall^xs^lamita: Ai6d there. 
mi^, IkatHag Mr. fHimi^iiniotiiAsilen&eiiWrlSih- 
i^, bt hik fMlb^^rs, to dbpMe; iirb o^^Ki U4^e 
<tb «ifabhic« tfie mr add ' sOlfd ic^istMalge •v^Nfch 
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154 SECTION VUL 

sound reason has obliged hiai to g^re to our an* 
gument; especially,.. since tl^ oiniqfsion. to notice 
it occasions a most miscbievpij^t,inisco.nce|iticti^ 
and offmanf to become preyaieijit in fiiociety; 

I shall, indeed, go much bjB^ond Mr Hume's 
concession ; and^contead, that wp haye not only 
probability^ but saii^Mtofy proof, qf^ a BEGorN^fiR^ 
OF TJB^E woBLD. But, in the .first plape,. it ^p* 
peared to me unavoidably demanded, by the in<- 
terest of revelation and of truths to state the 
for^;oing matter; and thus to end^ypur to r^ 
move a misapprehension whipb, ;l h^atve noidoubtt 
has spread Hume's infidelity among nfiany .thop- 
sands, who never consulted that Sceptic, biR^self> 
upon the matter. ^ , 



But now, as to proof of a viuiking of tke 
world; nothing is required for the satisfaction of 
Deists, whp form that class which ia first and 
chiefly i^pealed to in this inquiry: it is the 
Atheist, alone, who is here to be ^^.qired. , .,., 

But, with regard to ATUEfsTSt a simjilar ob- 
servation may be applied to them, v;i^^i t^^ 
which 1 have already used in regard to BeUem^s; 
namely, that there are very few,, indeed, of them, 
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SECTION VIII. iS5 

Vfho can pretend to say that they have examined 
all the material evidences, on both sides of the 
subject in question. Hence, no doubt, ninety 
nine Atheists in every hundred^ are Atheists 
lepcm PERSUASION.-^— -At this rate, therefore, the 
bulk of a whole nation may easily be Atheists; 
since it only requires that some leading Star, or 
Constellation, in the Literary Heavens, exert 
an influence' sufficient to bring it into fashion; 
and tliere is no question but Atheists upon persua- 
siony will prove themselves as sincere and staunch 
in their creed, as even their leaders who may 
consider themselves Atheists upon conviction: 
But, as' to Atheists really upon conviction, (or, 
rather; upon inquiry and mature deliberation) I 
niust ' believe they are very rare; though, no 
doubt, they are sufficient in number, to mislead 
those tUonsaiids ; who, in their turn, perform the 
Hke office for millions, that are still less informed 
and less inq'tiisitive, as to what is true, or false, in 
tUis matter. 

"'It'foHows, that the aiigument wanted for the 
pr^ent ptirpdse^ of proving the designed format 
iimiofmen andtkings^ must be one which shall 
appeal; Very obviously, to the judgment of iper^ 
suitDED* AT'fiffeiSTS ; uuless, indeed, any of them 
will unexpectfedly accept e^f a hiht, and' will con- 
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a;Uribut^ pf aj^eficent Gop; F^^lf^ !#lBy I9^fff 
M, fit ]»Tge, in the several aojthpi^ ^9 bi|y,» 
ti^efti;^ th^W. Tq j^bose i^j^o will ffH^ ^9 48ft. 
1 ,4haU offejT but 099 arg/ap^nt li^^^ S !i?P9^ ^bi$&* 
JHOwevfiT, lofw^?, llaygi5e^#^«(S8i, ^i|gb wi^r 
out at ^1 t^fflMPg tb<»t tbi? J?PTf W»«»»>^# w#f* 
ip^cessary ^,libe «0Qy|jC|ia9 of.^ sow;^ Wf) Jm-* 
partial un4«^#a|^cUB(g. J[ ,(#er H^^jre, ]^]ji^f^^ 
^^tion^^ ^ ^n^sff^f^btl^ argfi^^f, ^ i^b|i)f(9 
v^M> J^y* j^ijith«pt,9 x^^^ pf. ai?)ftit,f|l»p ftr^nftry 
Qi^QS, Ifh^cb J pp^sidi^r^ 19 th«ow?e]ir^ j^ocpyely 

The ma^^ 1 A^l^(^p ^, jif :^^?; ^ w?^mt 
tofl? ^ ?filW»»ifi^ Pf W>a^««rft%te ^ the ^^ 
%^?pd| *^1be 49JI?pqP9 .9f gr,i;av^yejrs .flp j^be o^|^ 
%* )tWf» Sartb .Yrftp,ofl9e;yw|?jftp4 l>y.fflf«^.fi|«». 

individuals of a magnitude vastly gisfs^^ r%IP 
wy QOF^ eisi^ivg,; Wjbiil^ Ab« idi|forpns^j9^ fftrvC' 
tsNcf^. ^^8 w^ Afi Ql>pi%^, i««fii4 t$> JpKiimdfmMF 
MRert^iaed : mud If 99^ it \f mw Jkf^im W^ 
v^ ^c«istiiijifi(^ >4hal,Dp M»cbAmn99^.9&n J^# 
^M Itioi/e litviug, «»c$re,t(e4 W a;^, fmfi^ V/ff^ 9f 
t\\ihfiT the old, pr tb* aj/bif .fif>^|^ 
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SECTION VIII. 137 

This fact, unless it can be saccessfuHy ^6nied, 
must be hailed by us, as being of the highest and 
most welcome importance; since it puts the 
question, concerning the MAKiNt^ of things, for 
ever at rest — ^The c6r£ainty of an end of things, 
fdrnlsbes an equal certainty that they had a be- 
ginning; because, an efiimal genus.;Mrhi€h had 
existed from alLgtemity^ must be supposed su- 
perior to afU the accidents et'time. 

' ^18 evidieiicii is oiib tyhich has not long been 
fu^rnishied to the controversy. in question; and it 
c^uid not haTe been known to Mr. Huaie ; else, 
it may be, be would have owned that we have 
PRdbi^, insr^^atl eSf l^e pn^ohabibty ^ which he has 

» ThWs; then, we bave fuHy^ manifested, to us, 
tbat'i^AKiKG^ or THINGS which is the assumed 
condition, that^binde us to trust iiv fitevt^laitioii 
prolHded we be farther famished wi4l) a ffoha- 
d»fi#jf in the evidence of its trUth.^And, now, 
sUiifding in fall confidence on this tried^gmund, 
it 19 ibr us to examine the evidence iteelf.^AlI, 
how^veV, that comes within th#soi4>b'^f this in- 
qulryr- i6> merely to take a inoMentary view of 
its most obvious aspect ; which will *be done in 
the neirt and following S^fcflioiii ' 
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SECTION NIjVTH. 

JPRQP. Vlll.^Ae<mneetedserieiofiHdi^mlM 

. d/tiie truth of Revidaium, <! :.) - 

In approachiqg to wmAdr 4h9ll9 ^<i)9nci^ «f 
HoTielatiOi) yvhkh tif^' /Bui^ :t« ihn' fpt^e^/iog; 
▼iewiof tbft subject; I am v^^m'M, l>;f «iwM|st. 
9ncy, to %ddii^.ftuob oply, m go «>: HtmU^ 
most »bvi{m& aspect^ opea topo^la* t^.-; aiMi> 
am det«^mm«4 by m^ ^Hjginftl pla)i».<^ q0'(^ QOO0 
bat snch as I consider tnd^nttodfe/iyiiHp jfi^y iweh 
9<makle^inind, Py *bfe» b»1^«»«r,, J ^ Qftttin-r 
tend io.£oni6ede, Itilit all lite otb«r e^)f}^Q<P9Me 
«Qtru«, ititaitnay appear difiiptitab}0,r :M|rgreat 
Abject bev^ k but to avpH ^I ^^leiuitg for i>b- 
jectioif , mtoih$ tnatter ^ fACT of any. eviid<mcl» 
adduced; andi upon .^ctiag tlii$, I sbi^Wsa- 
.tisdied to leave it to the Jjudgmmt of tbe ^rtocler, 
wbethlai': »U<|tlw in»tt<r» W i««t add«c^,, ^ea 
viewed botb aefwrately and ia oo0iM»ioji^ iipfiwr 
more like the resalt of bu9»o tbooghloCfM^pfe^* 
ting with accidental causes; HMri ti^'<9i^||f |Nro- 
duce4 under the special, guidance of Heaven. 
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^ itf iU^ ^«iew of tii« sdbjdot, tive mikt <f»$ll 

cdttirM UikUtt to « W4tJlt«r .fratAd of btAief, ^ix ■ 
if I bad arp6d- tlf« t#titH df tfie- ^hriatittti niii%i> 
ctes ir|»fMi ^ tiStiKl '^Nraaid df M$<if»lK>ii^; I niust 
tbiok, irtiat a ^i^sioto in tts fkfor ^tonld verjr 
mHAf t>e- ghred, amd parbaips ne««f b6 glveo; i! 
all» by any^pMHM vko had pttevjoaiily gtown'fe 
S^Spt^iniitti,' Wfi«m the fdl^ offbdt n^ cfidSn 
of SevijplflkMBvtMU Whtdi 'I prcrp^sef to dfi^h 

iTdifiti^ttEtbiffd^toiMj) Ittay herd! a<(iil the 
aiftt^brity-otf the acute add illustrious author ol* 
2l%4 2>ikn« L^atkttof Mattes t, mhti'^vfn, that 
'* ^'fiitt^uM^)te lli^ internal isvidetidte, th^t eriea 
<< the very best of the external canwai stipperf H*- 
** sdf without it: for, (when for instance) the su- 
f« ^mtulMMl flitch dMtbhy^the fd»Bdt<^ of dur 
M h«ily>ililth<-ar«'^tMlO«Bti^<>ttably WHIed' by htt- 
" tttA fe^Mo^,^ d^ ieftitfenite of fh<eir •^tinity 
<* HVHl A0« fiAl^#' tiif the' nath)^ of- that doctrine ' 
"W'e3£«ffiiA«d, for i«%os^ esKa1>l!^ntfeBi they 

tfiht'i if thi^ he^ jpdged^ so^ necessary, b>|r a 

OiltriMitftf ttdhe^lHM6^ ittl^Mtaihs <^ tMtg^^ 

o&feMSf qftke MmvMif^; IkHr itiucfi mm^ must 

it be required by the Sceptical millions who 

T2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



cgii«id«r tkf f4stimotiy v«y fu e rt t owaife ; md 

mare^lkm^^^ofudM^ ^And bere^.tcK^ I nmit 

b^ (a 9id4.tfi wh«j; this author h»« aswrlpd, ttet 
I thiipli uiQch more may be.demftndeA <f»m t|if& 
internfil ;€vidence, tl)an 'V<Ae M^tr?^ .^*. iAe doc- 
'* ^nn^ i-'V unlossi indeed, this be here siiippoaed to 
comprehend also the gemral fruUsoi Uiat do<^-: 
trine. But now, if th^ g^er«l. frviM of reri^Qr . 
tlopj^e judged to Jbe pi^oNbljr divuici;.tbisy Infill . 
eampr^hfin4 a fpro^aJt^Ufy o^ th0 ti;uth. .pf i^ olr 
tested miri$€i4Sf and will furnish am independent 
porobabilijty of the ge^eiral truth of revelatioa it- 
self: beyqnd which; it is not my ^aim tp . enj^- 
tain. the sul^ecti ceding that^ by so d^gi I 
s];^qttld,pqly,en^r upon.difficidt And .very C9ia« 
troTfrted ground. . 

. The /oUowAfi^ ^ are , the a^eral coovdAralMKis 
whic^ arp sel^eduber!?, to f^;^ that: chain; of 
Scripttti:e..eveats» ppoo; which- Igrouod a 8a|i«' 
cient prqba))ility* — Tk^^ I .do ^ h^\ baij^y ,qi||i- 
merate ; and for a full illustration of.them I r^MP- 
the inquirer to the different aiithors who )i|||re 
treated the subject at large. — Upoa tipro« or thvee 
of them^ oi^ly, I shall offer some i)efli9Cjtu>49 which 
do uQt appeafi to be very C(ommon.^ : - ^ 
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sECTWinx, -r. ^^ 

J^tci^ <r«iiHftaii,/pr i^atei ; 9ut„ . when .Hi ¥^ cchht 
pahied tfilh all: fft|i#r aecounts .oit those grfiat 
events, the ]m>bability in its favor is g^^U and: 
quite sufficient for all that seems necessary for 
ustofHfrt uppnrit. ,. J. /, 

S£€0Ni^Y»-nPaS9if)g over ibe; , matters of the 
DdMgt: an4 . St(^ frf Abrqhma^i notwithstand- , 
iag ^Ir.freal .plaims upon our considera-. 
tioa, I next choose TM. JEnu^eipatum ^ the. 
Israelites from the power qf Egypt, and the final 
acoflyiflMiJhii^ itf the U^IffWP JEnterprise. 

'Che jf]8t!9icioal. matter of this, enterprise, con^ 
si4i«t^draparttfmai:a^i^s, ^tested mirqt^^ con^^, 
prities a world of marvellous e^yents; and ,as they.. 
oMIopt b«i!ea.9pi#bl^,jdi(i|ittted^^^ historic^Lfac^s,. 
AejF cpimtmance^ as far ,99 any ^ thmg of that age 
CQI^ 4P'8o, th.?.aKi^rjt\9|^ X^f the. miracles them- 
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I4i SECTION IX« 

be ctaimed by Ihat very ^IfMnMliary tHMtttr» 

The lNSTfT©*iow^d¥'i?Hfe FAsicrrBEw 

'Tills inMft^ioQ bad tin ofigHlal And Ions' iMM- 
tinued use in ike JtwUk P^Utji; bM- H wasF, 
itforeoMT, ATvpEOPTttE DtviN£>JB9lM*>r«B, to 
nmnrftfM bim to after ages^-^I ^all bave oeda^ • 
sftm to oihr some cttasideratiaittf iipon^ lliria oMfl* 
ter bereafier. 

Fourthly. — We come now fo- outrider ^Aer 
undoubted fact, that the Jews were led by tiietr 
S^ripturev and their - Prophets, to a laiigf afiNl 
confident expectafion ^t wiM« extfaeriDmay 
pierson would' appeal? upon* the fieirttl/'ifind aet 

them «p in a manner noiesil ejilraordillhry. 

• ' :'..., . . , >-\ •.. • .. ; .. 

" FrFTHLV.^-^omes h«te tbe adtorlfie(»«^^ 
at ahidstfit: and critkat ttme, ((idiilridietfitig «ke 
vast Hnoraf eorniptfdn^ of fnaiiftitad)'' agrti^ttbl;^ 
with ilH ihe ^edfctidns H nidsf «ttl«(>MbMry 
person did actuaMy af^ear; #bo» tl»ngfr'%e 
came^fn a style but ffttle expected; gtfre bffnMlT 
out for this Baviove; boCb of tSie J€tM andof Ute 
whole human tmb. — And strange, aboTO all ^6th 
der, it happened that, though][this claimant, to be 
tbe pRiNCK Of Peace muli^r HiiATeKi libcMf out 
from among the lowest of the people, and had 
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4Kf wisdom, ^r^ jy94il64 Qf a^y^l^erjible ration- 
^mj nfffii wplb »:»ttl(j«ct; y»t» iii&t^4 ^ be- 

jMd i«f fvefsettliiig to manldnd but iMti object 
for v4li!e:Aii|fi^iaf.fectttev4^ and. acf^ro to poki^ 
at4«<-4ft$tead of «Uar4Dg ^ tw^ue of jui^ont or 
jet of MrdJ;«ary-iiifiO08i«tiraeie8» or^ ev^» » fierier 
isf nrned imritHn sucb as have marked tbe at- 
.tmi^ts. ^tti of Ul-kilormml i e94 fftfiihi^nUfmr^ 
li!ifl)anrpre|6ndef« |0 r^ligi^Q^i-^^-r^wbat 'does this 
y«M)g Jl«8|»c prefifjol to IN i^ilosophicai vi orld, 
m. a.^e!^ta»l «f his d|Fim» aatur^P-^W^^ lJu«> 
^»i#» all tboeie fi^rtifCtt^r i;»8tiHifep , lOf eiii>eniar 
-(wal (pofwer ifbif^ Se^tj«1pinLffMUM)t here di- 
^eet^ be^coolfessedlarxfkw IP .iDi^iiki»^.a Code of 
religion and morality, iitbieb4)as £^ed a'^^W* 
^aed4i|g geoemtiotis wil^ ajiprobation and as- 
40pi^bB(ient];T-a C^e ^w^d^rfiil to teil) ta the 
admiration -of which, jSceptic^awd li*fideU have 
Im^ iorcedlio ftQp .91. tbe-inidst of 4b(iir ho$til4ty> 
tare^d^r bonta^e aod ioptfw M^iml^d im^omi- 



.M ,%\m praiisff «a«not be aocnsed/Cff beiiig 
strained, as I trus.ti|i;.«aiiaot;. whftare we thi^ 
to think of the/acti^-^Butf moreover, this blazon- 
jed«V|MX>M<«^AI>Iy»B |iiiQi,i||t(red fn^ax4«^i^ 
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14,4, SECIWN iX.*^ 

which, if merify thai of a nMn itas niMt ce^ 
taihiy bat a base*'re<^ptao^ 6fthe ioweit human 
ignomtice ;'--^ihh diviAe Vfisdovii was^ fartber^^^tia- 
ced, by a personal c^ofduct so aidmrirably amia- 
ble and virtuous, as has cofninaifded (what per- 
haps human virtn^'nev^r yet^|i(iita'attyi<^}tte&dve 
stage did commanij) Vie respiti^^^f^SlHf^ pbuh 
efs df human envy, midiee, anO^tlilumyil • 

That j£8vs should have ^'b^Mi 'so* jkt^HSt ID 
xnoral^ as he ik universally alb wed to hav^lM^^n, 
is doubtless a strotiigtlatni- Uj^ofl o«ir {kitiii Btat, 
that his pefrsonal cdnd tret shoutd'lrit^ have. 'been 
extensively and- generally datoniiriated %'^hi8 
enemies, ib all ages,^ appefars^^lb'tfii^ to ^hfe^nkilter 
of aistohisbment-^Tb^ virtne^i^lf, to'd^tbel^ni- 
form acknowledgmeht 6f H deetti t6 >be»«i^»y 
singk in humdvreaip^^di. « . -v^ ; ! :i: .- ^ 

1\> this matter I shall add butane dthef jg^ne- 
ral observation.^^ Perhaps there ^an be no jn^ter 
remark than has been sdfhetiroes niade ; natlMly, 
that the divinity of^Gft Rist Is Ei^'nHich'inili^&ted 
by what he did n&t d»/ a£ by virhat he did.-^ — 
Godhead, I think, is not so critically maniftft^ 
led by many portions' of dfviHe triith ; ai^ it il^ by 
the absence of dit'ltiiinaH oflbyl • 



•1 i".« •> .> ;.; . 



Sixthly.'— OVilr' interest is tottf to be yet more 
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SECTrON IX. 145 

fiftrdngljr excited, by the undoubted/act that this 
most extraordinary and admirable person* was 
made to suffer a cruel public death, for this his 
virtuous interfei'erice in behalf of mankind: upon 
i/rhkh it is at I^ast strongly asserted, by his con- 
teiUporai^y fbltowers,' that he foretold this death, 
iSLn)Stjf€t tratiquilljr pursued that glorious course 
Mrhich led to it. It also kppears indisputably true, 
that this Catastrophe was plainly ybr^toftf, in the 
andtent Jewish Prophecy ; and, farthef* this sa- 
crifice was' unquestionably and ifiost strongly 
pictured (whethei* by accident, or design) in that 
Jewish Institution which maniiests itself to be a 
Type of the expiation made hy Jesu^. 

Strange indeed it is, that this typical observ- 
ance should have been instituted in the first mo- 
hient of Jewish £lmancipation froni the power of 
Idolatry;— that it endured throughout the whole 
duration of the Jewish Polity; — that Jesus suffer'- 
ed at the season^ and occasion^ of the Passover, 
and, in a manner wonderfully similar to that an- 
nual sacrifice; — and lastly, — that the Jewish 
Polity should have been destroyed so speedi- 
ly after this awful event, (speedily when com- 
pared with the long duration of it) that, it may 
be said, it endured only until the great design of 

U 
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Heavsii wm sipcompliiihad m the wcHfice of 
Chuist. 

Sevbnthly. — ^The cpasideration which next 
claims our ptttentioni is the fact that w^ hft^e 
not received oar excelleiit religion from CavsT 
HiMSBitF; but, that it has beea^ atdiffer^at tim#8| 
filtered through the shallow and mnddy vomA$ 
of the Apostles : men who^ themselves, hoo^tly 
declared that Jesus often accused them of giioss 
want of understand ing. It will perhaps bf ^igrefd^ 
that a religion adapted for umversal pwrpoiftf wd 
which is a theme of admiration even for Sq^ep^ 
tical Philosophers in the most enlightened tiiMS^ 
could not have gained in passing through sach 
channels^ whatever it may possibly have lfi$ti 
and yet has it come out so pure^ and apparently 
divine, as we bow find it. — Here let as but con- 
sider what this, or any pther such code^ would 
probably become were it spblimed throiig)i the 
brains of any dozen labouring men of the prevent 
day ; and then we may form some judgment, how 
far it appears like the ofispriog of mere AtdfUffi 
rusticity. 

Eighthly. — Next may be pleaded here» the 
modesty, sincerity, self-abasement, and whole 
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g^neMl dtepoitmrat, ^lA^ Apostlbs themtehes. 
— ^At least it may be said, that no set of men, of 
tbeir class, and situated as they wer^, couM 
have maoifested highelr claims to our good 
opfikion.^— ~Nor does it appear that they were 
so er€d9daus^ as to submit to any gross imposi* 
tion ; for we find doubts expressed, by sotne jq{ 
thrtn^ up to the very time of Christ's death, and 

even after that event -And here, it is a very 

rttnarkable iact, which raises our opinion of both 
tlte jfiui^giftMf and the |iro&% of these Apostles; 
and, at the same time, greatly strengthens the 
ci^edit of Jesus Mimself; that though they all con- 
feasbdly forsook tbeir master, in dismay, and 
nfteifested the most abject fear, prior to his 
deWOi and reputed resurrection ; yet, after thgt 
MMf; we find the(n displaying a piich of Qouragut^ 
totally opposite to that depression of mind, whicU^ 
thd death of their leader' must naturally have 
caused, if he had proved imi mortal. — ^Bvery 
d^Mit, imihthent^ seems to have fled at theevi* 
dences thejf received of their Lord's resurrection; 
asul^ wUh their dauHOs fied every fxar. Th^y 
then taught boldly, and net stripes and death at 
defiance. 

^ In riimayking tliis, which, I must say, struck 
mr OWti attetiition, though I do not offer it as an 
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uaobserve4 feature of the case; it does qat ap«- 
pear that the Apostles ha4 ever doubted of |jie 
Miracles; but, oply^ souje of thep coqlfl ni$M^ 
fully believe the DiviNtxy of him fc^ mXf^h^ 
them] until they witnessed th^t l^t sJSnftl.prop^ 
of bis power over 4eat;h^ , - \,^ . * 

NiNTHiiV.-^liet qs here consider the prp^r«» 
and gen&al estahliskment of the Religion. — A^Sf 
all that has. been suggested^ bytbe iujg^enuitjc af^, 
learniiig.of a celebrated infidel histbidani ^th.^ 
view to 1e3sen the wonder which this ev^nt m§|[ 
ju&tly .excite; it appi^ar^ to ipe, th^t j^rmfti^ 
gefiuine Christianitjf must have been pe^h^s ^. 
most forbidding of all religions, to l?f)th. th^ 9^^ 
sua! inclinations, and the inv^terat^ ^^f^jtff iffV4. 
prejudices, of the Gentiles { and, as fof th9.«/^4U 
U umst We been an aboqninfttioi) to themui^, 
^most eyery point of view*— -^-The ^ue^^e^g pf 
the Christian Religion^ however^ is^a theyEoe f^pf^ 
ten handled^ ,thftt nothing; fart))e]^ . p^ef^/^ljip fj^ 
upon it nere, . . . ,. * m- 



I .J i ^ I ! 



Te^nthly. We may ijext cqntemplfiit^ jtb^^f^p^t 
which has so often called forth the adm]yrat|i^s 
of reflecting men ; I mean the sc^itte^fKl aoc^ ^ 
undiminished permanent, existence of the ^fyws,: 
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oUtclEtsts during a 8iicces9ion of Eighteen flun-^ 
died Years; yrithout acqiintry ; without a go- 
veri^f bt ; wttliout either power, or esteem, in 
^nyeountry; in; all which they live, as it were/ 
hut a iiidiiuei^nt of wrath and the Terlfl^atron of 
a prophecy utrhicb fills the niind with astonish-* 

EiLBwnHl^;^^ AND F1KAI.LY,*— We wijt elose this 
series: of eTeotSy with' the n>ere ment^oii^Of the 
now ' tnaotfcst paatt-J^lnleni'^ and most en6ou«^ 
figiD? prosp^^t of the tcrtii accomplishnieftt, of 
that'eairly proyiheey, that, *^ tn^ the S$$d 4(fAbrar 
'' Aim aU tki nmtions of the Emlh shall be Massed:* 
~-r — Upon this article 1 shall offar some refiec-' 
tfoiis toward the end. 

Now, each of the above mentiotted considera- " 
tions IS so yery extraordinary, and so important 
in itself; and the whole acquires such multiplied 
strength when all the different links of the chain 
are viewed in connexion ; that, were it not for a 
number of counter-ccnnderiMons^ one would be 
apt to pronounce the matter certainly miraculous. 
And, evdn, when we have given to these counter- 
considerations, every weight that can be fairly 
claimed for them ; there still remains, in favor of 
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the truth of revelation, 4 prosability : wbich 
probability^ I am finmlly of opinion, caimot tM- 
sonably be denied, nor Withont gross folly mg- 
lected .-^Farther, if tlii» be the aspect of the ease, 
npoQ so very sumfmary a view of it; the inqoiter 
may veell be edoouraged to exp^at a stronger 
probability, from a more extensive and partien- 

]ar investigation. To enter into any such, I 

have already noCieed, was not the object <tf this 
inq¥>iTy;!»y arim herein being mow to raittove 
some difficulties,— **4o. prqMra ratbm- than 
persv0k the feeder .But, vitifli regaid jto one 
or iv^ oC tb^^ abeve?meatiohed evidtttoes, 1 sbait 
in eome df Ihe. foUfiiving* eectioaa ofier ^t&<9f 
remariis, ewifonnably with the^ pvinciplee^iHbicfa 
I have all along herein maintained. 

In the next Section I deem it necessary briefly 
to cotiiider OhfKtUm$. 
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It is to b^ iickaowledged, that the Objections 
agaiMl Re?elatioD are many and various ; inso* 
much* ibat were it not shewn, npon such stable 
grounds, that there ought to he obfsctions therein, 
md that all popular proof of its truth jougkt to 
be veikd in a reasonable probability^ the Sceptical 
Philosopher might certamly demur with much 
appearance of reason. 

Conceraing Objections^ upon the whole, f sup* 
pose, however, tliat, (tft&r the fitness qf toem 
has been proved in the manner we have seen, it 
remains^ that if the stronger objections be gteat- 
iy outweighed by a probability in favor of the 
cauae^ the weaker ones will be of little account 
— ' — ^The foHowic^ matters, therefore, seem prin- 
cipally to present themselves for our considera- 
tion. 

FIRST.—The strongest objection of fact, 
against revelation, is said to be,—" the t&ant of 
«< anys^j^cienily attested niiracle in all history f* — 
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ivith the additional assertion, that,*-*' meut in all 
** ages, have been so muck imposed upon by ridicu' 
** lous stories of that kind^ that this very circum- 
" stance would be afuU proof of a cheat. ^ 

Now, the first part of this objection is conclu- 
sively answered^ by the proof already given that 
the fact ought to be' left in probabiUty only. — And 
as for the sweeping sentence passed upon the tei- 
timOhy, upon mere presumptive ground; I have al- 
teady stated the concession of the objector himself, 
that ** many analogies render miracles physicaUy 
•< jwdftaW^****— Therefore^ though we may grant it 
is not probable that miracles should be suffered 
to happen without fit occasions ; or be made the 
repeated objects of authentic profane history; 
there nevertheless appears great probability that 
they may have been given for such a purpose as 
RBVj£LATiON. — Farther,*-Though it is too true, 
that religious imposture has been very frequent; 
and, is a vice to which the religious of mankind 
have been very generally given ; it does not there- 
fore follow, that this charge must necessarily fall 
upon the Apostles. If the ingenuity of Scep- 
ticism can possibly make these men to stand by 
tficmselvis, — if their story can be separated from 
the stupendous whole, of Revelation and all its 
credeiitiiil events ; and their account of the re- 
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8ur(tctkmi or oMhe other miracles, be cbnsidered 
as. insulat i^Ahtn^ indeed, we might \cIms therA 
M^ith' the re»t of those M^bo have amused ixranfeind' 
in a simijar way.- -But, can this be dorie?'^-AYid,' 
if it;cannet« it was, doubtless, both unphilosophi- 
cal.and UDJust io Mr. Hume, to set apart the ac^^ 
QO^^tQi ike, (U tested mraeles only, and th^n, to 
t.^1 Mfb l^at menr haye been so- often tnf|>osed 
?{^.l?y^/'^<<^'^ of f/^< A»W," that all snch 
ought ey;er.to ht^.^rejectedj without examinatidn.^ 
. W)ia| I think Mr. Hume was bound to have 
done, in this case, was to have held> up ttte 
Whole Series of Scripttae-events^ as they appear 
amnfii^d with this Story of the Apostles; and i 
theo* to have told us how often mankind have 
wityiea$:ied -mck u timn of connected events.— Hz4' . 
be shpwji^us, that the; ficrecian, the EgyptUm, the- 
Br€iiCkiSPi^l{M\ t\i^ Chaldean story was ati<ither 
su^^^— Had /ijyMm, orChina^ or any other Cdun^' 
/?^,i*f^nifiil^d us with the like; then that phito* 
AOtpber : wight have ar^oed accordingly. — But, , 
wl^k^ , qflfhfise religions has proved itself a Mi r- 
ROR qF'PiYiN£ PRESCIENCE, in whick the ieading 
e:eeiUs of the World have been pictur^d^ by the spe- 
cial^pof^tm'ofGot}, many ages before they actually 
came #p|wm5?— Which of those religions, (if the 
rules of them were trtdy observed^) would be 
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fiH¥^4 ^J^l*€ive of AttlVEESAL HAPMNESS UfOH 

Earth U^^ft Which of them do h^fi^Us md 

i$lfiq4ics themselves exjtQ^ ad being both admir- 
able and Incomparable.? . .. : 

How ypfdit^y more im^b« Qfianswera&k questions 
I might ^ki I do jaol stop to consider* Bot 
truly Hietvf}A({iQa» whatever else it ia, i^n&t such 
a story ^Ms OFTEN inijpoaed tipa» rkankind: 
smd^ t^ tell us of the story of tke A^o^v&B^ and 
jstt the,sftiim time to exdade all'tke res$ofIlM,vz- 
i^jloN^ appears to me no less, than a ^gross' in- 
stanceof injustice to the subject 

SECONPl-Y.^ — -The strongest objeetions 
agaii94tithfei&0CT»jiifBa of Ghristianity, seem to be 
thos^ la,id against the doctrine of tlie TaiiirrY 
and thftt of Vicauous ATonjMmsT.^ — ^Tbese 
objections are answeced^ chiefly^ upon tii«^gMnnd 
of our ignoi^ance and incompetence to judge 
them; and this answer is, doubtless^ a goodxme. 
It is, at the same time unanswerable with r^ard 
to the doctrine of the TniifrrY, that it is not any 
more incomprehensible than various ^ther ad- 
mitted vTRUtbs. ^ . 

The obgection against Vicarious AC«kiement 
may equally be answered on the ground of our 



Digitized by 



Google 



SECTION X. 155 

Ignorance ; bat I shall offer Bome consideratioDs 
itp<m thissub^t, in a section by. itseUl 

THIRDLY. ^With regaid to other ob- 

jection, generally speaking;, all that, concerns 
the plan of this inquiry, is to observe^ that I bav4 
already incidentally offered some remarks upon 
the Sterjf n^ Abraham^ which, has hitherto beeA 
viewed aa not one pf the smallest objections; 
tbat» for the rest^ the reader may find several of 
them duscmsed in. a^ satisfactory manner, if he 
choose to consult the writers on the side of reve- 
lation; and, that those, which are not so answer^ 
ed^ may, X think,, be very feirly referred to the 
geneml argument herein maintained; namely, 
that,. I^eanttc of the fitness, far the honor of God, 
that iM eertawtif ^ it should be veiled Jrom the 
Wh9i:qf mankind, it hM^faOowed, that Ret£La« 
TiON. has heeti ordered ^flow intermingled with 
hmnem eeeOrs, ieeides iis being 1^ subfeet: to the 
enrren$ ^ accidents, tbtougk att iiine: and,^per- 
hapst It has also been perittitted to be inteHnixed 
even with h^m^iXkJirailtiee and vices. — ^And letuisi 
here duly. observe, that when we have oncedis-- 
cerned the Fiti^EU of withholding certainty from 
us ; th^re then fippears the. moat reairohiEtble pro- 

babilijty, tb«t Rev^ation(€ti a$y$tei^) onght to be 
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cheqiM'id^ as we find it is^ ma \\^y -unoie^Cns to 
the mixeil complexion of moral eod of phymcal 
providence. 

' Fronithis view of tbe itiaiter, (wliichj t reaitfily 
confess, is extremely mimtqary^ btit^ I tlfink no 
lessjusty) it appears not xiiscessaryV that Either 
Moses J or Panly or any other Prophit^ ot Apos* 
tlCf shoald have been either tM/>fVe^, QvinfaiUble^ 
in every step of his ministry: neither jdoes' it^ap* 
pear . any more necessary that e^ery pari' of 
/Scr^tore must be either <n«, ov genuine.* ^Nay, 
that the c<m/raf^ of all this «iion1d have liappen'* 
ed, in some degree^ seems to-be demanded by 
the very spirit of reVifelation; for the iiiaintenaiice 
of the . UNIFORM PBINCIM.E opPArrK: ^vhich, 1 
Jil!»«e endeavoured to. show, .t0a»i1i6:s(SfiMtoAA¥iAr 
BAAf^v .andt to Paul, ^ tbxit^it\na^i$\to > i%t '^ho*- 
0£BN:HtJL& OF /mankind; a^/whicbfs vevdi<ita- 
jdJbpeDsably required, for the bonof :ajr 60^. '^ 

, . \%l^ thn^:.Fecogni$fiig> the fitneks. '- of^ the 4iilper- 
fectipkisiof. .Revelation, I am borne- out bj^^'Ae 

Apostle; Paul himself ; \^\i<^ 'says^-^^^i Whfeliier 

V th^ra be prophecies tbey^sd^ll^^il/'-^^^i^^^'^For 
>^ tare know. in part;i'and we^irophedy-ia pfarrtJ' — 
.'SButf mvhdn that which is perfefct i& -coMei then, 
-"^t^iatlwhi^h is in part sfaall^bef.dohe atrayl-' ; 
In ftne^-VLetv^us here deity contempIa^Ee^ 4he 
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vast comprehensive operation, of that human 
USAGE which forbids the demand of certainty 
herein. — When men do not take in this consider- 
ation; then, all the Evidences of Revelation are 
swallowed up by one single demand, and in the 
eye of Sceptics go for nothing. But, when men 
do take in the law of trust ; it not only explodes 
the; said; demand for certainty, but is also ca- 
pable of doing away many lesser objections, 
whtch migh otherwise remain, and at the least 
appear as unseemly blots upon the face of Re- 
velation. •. : 
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SECTION ELEVENTH. 

The Passover^ considered as an Evidence. — And 
the Objection againid the Doctrine of Vicarious 
Atonement considered. 

Of dii the Scripture indicatiods to show Uiat 
Jesijs was indeed the Redeemer of mankind; 
there are none which appear more obvious to 
notice, especially to the notice of careless or un- 
willing observers, than the three followiikg; 
namely,~THE Fate of the Jews; — The Sacri- 
fice OF THE [Passover;— anrf, — ^The Blessing 

OF the Nations is the Seed of Abraham. 

These three considerations, therefore, I shall in 
some degree entertain ; reserving the last of them 
for another section. 

The state of the Children of Israel, daring these 
last Eighteen Hundred years, has been so un- 
precedented by that of any other known people; 
and the undeniable fact of this political pheno- 
menon having been predicted in Scripture ; both 
these, taken together, form a consideration so 
truly wonderful, that it is a just theme of admi- 
ration in the mouth of every body. It would, in 
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this cas0» be quite M'perfluous to enlarge upon 
it here; and therefore, leaving it t^ operate by its 
own obvious magnitude and weight, I shall pass 
On to the second consideration above mentioned. 

The institution and evident relatione of tlie 
PassoveRi if they form a less obtrusive object in 
evidence than the foregoing oii^» will perhaps be 
fouod of little less solid moment, in oonipoeing 
a gronnd of probjability ofthettuth of revelation. 
— ^Tbis institution, doubtless, appears tO' ha ve^been 
U Seenieal prophesy of the JkOure SACtifViCE of 
Christ: and, if the typb> and all its. c^eutn- 
stances^ shall be judged to ^ar- such a similitude 
to the A^KTrr¥PH» a» canoot reasonably be 
tho^gbt an^ accidental coincidence, the- matter 
will tbeu' appear of the highest importance ; since 
it IS impossible to deny, that the observance of 
the Passover b^an withthecommencementofthe 
Jewish Theocracy, and that/ too, by an expresls 
command said to be Jrom God himself; secured 
under the highest sanctions of the Mosaic law« — 
Let us therefore take a momentary view of the 
origifi and oircumstances of^bis institirtion. 

The sacrifice of the Passover was first per- 
formed under a command given in (he name of 
God, in the hour of a great change made by 
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the degcendiants of Abral^ftm, from ^ypUan 
bcmdage and idolatry, to freedom; adiJ a reformied 
worship, of the AitMiGiiTY God ; — • a change aq 
ya$t, in all respects, that only a change from this 
world to the n^xt can be conceived greater. — ^The 
^re^s sigfial of this event, was the Sacbifvce of 
a.k,Anb(ax., wjiose onljf essential quality : W^l09 
to h^iVie been itsshputep puhity;, fort as. to its 
Kl^Ufi it might have been taken, i^di/scdmlii^le- 
ly, ^^from* the, skeep^ or from thegQatsr-^V.^xih&c^ 
it vir^s .commanded to be eaten, Jiy; the : equipped 
and: .flec^ting sons of Israel, with tJieir '*^ h^^ 
V girded^ thext slt^es^ on tJtfiirJeetf and tlieiir stapes 
^' in their hands; and they were to\€qi,%t\tin 

^yhasper it was **thb Lord's passover." r* 

Fitifilly> it was to be repeated, '* by an ordiamnec 
^^ for ever:'' and accordingly, we. find, it.wasire- 
peated, annually, during the many ages .that Jiir 
tervenedy from the commencenieot of tha J^lhrish 
Theocracy, down to its final solution. 

Now the import of this institution ,}o^&eJiHvri(, 
appears to have been, to refresh in their i mitidd 
their signal deliverance from tendporat slavery, 
at the moment ; and to them, perhaps^ it CQjHld 
not have signified any thing beyoud jthis^rrBtity 
it is left for the men of after ages^ to, compare y&k^ 
origin and ceremony of this sacrifice, withthe-oc- 
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csisioQ and circumstances of the death of J^sus; 
for therein is to be found a most remarkable 
similitude, which it is impossible to deny/ or to 
overlook. 

Without any straining of imagination, or yield- 
ing to itsi possible suggestions, let us but com- 
pare the most obvious circumstances of each. — 
Jesus suffered a death most strikingly resem- 
bling that of the Paschal Lamb.-^^lt was in the 
hour, and in fact was the signal, oi a great change^ 
— a change of the promised seed of Abraham, 
from the moral bondage of sin and death, to 
freedom and eternal life.— The season, and oc- 
casion, were farther portentous^ being the awimer^ 
sarjf of the Passover: The ** Children,"* too, 
were in fact exposed, to a scene very analogous 
to the issuing forth of the Jews Jram Egypt : 
And, after all this y9W>accomplished; the Jewish 
Polity^ which had endured so long; which had 
so often sickened, lingered, fallen, and rose 
again ; but which^^ |yet„ was strangely kept from 
expiring; did now, agreeably with Scripture pre- 
diction, find so speedy a destruction (compared 
with the time it had lasted) that it seems to have 
subsisted but only for the fulfilment of the pro-, 
mise. 

t When the parallelism of the events of the type 

Y 
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and the ahtifype, is thns *dtily contemplated, it 
remains for us tb judge, whether it is probable 
that it eould have beeir merely ^ac^dental. But, 
in deciding this question, much may depend upon 
our o[Jihion a« to a question of a very difierent 
nature ; namely, as to the ^irtess^ and therefore 
the probainlityj of VicAUiotJs AtOmemej^t; espe- 
cially the fitness of the atonement made by iFie 
Saerifite of the Son of» Gop. It may therefore 
be proper to aflbrd thfs matter some considera- 
lioTt here. 



The doctrine of atonement made by the Sa- 
cbiFtcfi OF THE Son of GfoD, for the sins of the 
Human Species, has been considered highly ob- 
jectionable. And. we are to observe, that this 
doctrine has been defend*erf, by Christians, more 
upon the ground of our ignorance and incompe- 
tency to judge of what is fit in such case, than 
by any conclusive positive argument 

Beyond the argument from our ignorance, 
the chief reason, ofa positive nature, usually 
advanced to defend the matter in question is this; 
— \^i?X the permission of this Setcrifice wasftt^ in 
order to manifest God's utter abhorrence of sin. 

rilow, the first of these two arguments, perhaps, 



Digitized by 



Google 



SECTION XI. 163 

is all that vre have strictly any riglxt to e^pe^t; 
since oar ignaraoce herein fs n^anifest' arid hu- 
miliating in the last degree. And the {positive 
argument, yrom the Jitnessqf eternal jmtiefi^ ^usV 
<>f itself he admitted of great wejght B^i^ijle.ii 
hoth these consideratioBS, t^e probiability.of the 
thing is vastly strengtbeneid by t^e striking 
similitude betvveen the two, series pf events al: 
ready ci^i^ieirrplated ; in&orauQh, 99 to prove a 
sti*OBg argument^ in ^probability, that this kind^ 
of atonement is really in some way or* otl^ei^ 
fit, though we may never be able to di>ve iqto all 
the reasons pfit^<^tne^s• 

j&ut, n^Qre.thap tbis^ although it jnay be vain 
to hppe to have the matter wholly cleared up; 
yet, Ihere appear a variety of coiisi|ij,erations 
wl^icb may.possibly^be addyued in 4efei)iceiof it; 
some; of which, I thij^k, are not vusju ally adverted 
to. . 



Fi-B/ST.-^If Reveiatiott bi^ suppof^ti^e ; then, 
the fiaonftcie of Chrisi! was a thing f^peseen and 
i/«5«gii8d!firoi|i.the timeef the fall at least: and 
in i(uch: case, therefore, Bothing can appear more 
Jiif than that mankind should be, in some svuy 
or other, pMivided vs^th a notion of the Jitness of 
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SACRIFICE^ — tt is therefore so far satisfactory, to 
find that both the notion, and the actual practice 
of sacrifice, has obtained, very generally, from 
the very earliest ages: and, indeed, we might, 
in such case, think it strange if it had not 

And here, if it be necessary to distinguish, be- 
tween the use of sacrifice, and the cdkuse of it ; 
the latter will be no more in impeachment of 
the former, than our perversion of any other gifit 
of Providence, is against the fitness, or use, of 
that gift. 

But, over and above this argued fitness^ of sa- 
crifice in^ general ; that of the Passover, in par- 
ticular, appears so probable a type of a pre-or^ 
dained divine expiator ; and its similitude argues 
it so strongly to have been that very type; that 
the whole of this matter wears at least that a^- 
f^ct, which we might expect as; a manifesta- 
tion to mankind, upon the 8^pposition that man 
had fallen, and was to be redeemed. 
" Those who would lessen our admiration of 
the agreement of things heseiu, must strain very 
hard for a supposition that Jesus, in the prime of 
youth, contrived the time and the maaner of 
bis Qwn death; and, that, he also thus admira- 
bly sueceededt precisely answerable to his calcu- 
lation, in such a most improbable scene of im- 
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posture as that of self-destruction to imitate the 
very features of the Passover, — There is no evad- 
ing the matter of the similttude : nor any pos- 
«it>tlity of disputing the testimony^ as to the oc- 
tASioN and manner of Christ's rfeaM, 

In taking in this last consideration, there is 
also another one, which ought to go along with 
it; namely, a supposition, that has been made, 
that Christianity shall endure a very long time, 
compared with the duration of its preparatory 
stages: And, if we do take in this, it must ap- 
pear but highly Jit that the Passovbr, while it 
originally served the Jews but for a remembran- 
cer and a guard against Idolatry, should after- 
wards furnish^ to an ii^nite succession of human 
generationSf a great probable evidence of the truth 
of their Redemption. 



' SECONDLY."But, quite apart from the 
above speculative argument, let us examine the 

matter at, the tribunal of human experi^ce. 

Whence do men draw their judgment of the un- 
fitness, and consequently the improbabilily, of 

atonement being made for us, by Christ? 1 

believe 1 may answer, yroni human usage and feel- 
ing. ---TiwiyM w, 1 think a reference to human 
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aHairs will but support tbe probability that a Di« 
VINE MfND might choose, and that God might 
permit him to choose, to suffer for the good of 
an infinite succession of Moral Beings. — It even 
seejns probable, that God might do this prefer- 
abljff though he certainly could have pardoqed. 
mankind, without it. 

In making such an appeal to Human Usage ; 
the reader is fully aware how infinitely inade- 
quate any analogy must be, which we can sup- 
pose between the moral conduct of God and that 
ofiaan. But it is not the less evident that we 
have no other way of reasoning, either against 
the thing, ox for it^ except by figurii^ scmetlUng 
anahgaw to what is thou^iit unfit, or $£, awoug 
ourselves. 

1st. — Now, it is not unexampled among men, 
that noble sons might court the risk, and virtu- 
ous fathers permit them, to sacrifice their ease, 
their healtli^ or even life itself, to confer great 
benefits upon their fallen creatures; and, more 
particularly are men spurred on to make such sa- 
crifices, when the parties to be benefited are those 
in whose fate they have previously manifested a 

benevolent interest. But, since this is true of 

human nature ; then, by so much more as a di- 
viNa MIND is superior in virtue to any human 
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mind, by so much the more may we think it pro- 
bable that Christ (who, by the supposition of 
his office, had already done every thing for us, 
from the beginning) might both offer himself, and 
court the occasion, to suffer in saving us. 

But, besides this, a Divine Mind must have 
seen through the whole trial, with a trantjuil 
contemplation of the good to mankind, and the 
glory to himself, that was to follow: and the 
sufferings he endured were of comparatively 
short duration, considering the divinity of his 
nature ; without any attendant doubts or appre- 
hension of failure, which apprehension operates 
as so great a check upon human enterprizes. These 
considerations make a vast and incalculable dif- 
ference, between a divine mind and a huinan 
mind und'er like sufferings : for the human mind, 
besides aH its other weaknesses, ofteti takes its 
advehtures under strong dotdHs, whether there may 
he any place of reward beyond\ • - 

3d. Thrs last consideration, however, cannot 
lessen our estimation of the absolute sufferings of 
CHRfST* — ^The actual trial and pains were dura- 
ble, varied, and exquisite: — the benevolence 
and patience displayed, were above all admira- 
tioti:— tlie condescension, humility, and love of 
others, were ineffable and adorable :— The only 
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matter which renders such a nianifestatioD in our 
favor a thing to have been expected, or now 
highly credible, is, — tJmt the Betno^ who chose all 

jthiSy WAS DiVTNE. 

4th. But, the greatest objection of Sceptics, in 
this matter, seems to be, that God should have 
permitted His Son to suffer thus, in such a cause; 
and^ this too, when He might easily have grant- 
ed us a free pardon.— Now, for the answer to 
this, 1 refer them back again, to the conduct of 
wise and virtuous human fathers; who, with all 
their human imperfection, have preferred that 
their sons should at least expose themsdves to 
imminent danger, in the cause of virtue ; especial- 
ly when the GhORY oftJiC Son, was to he the eter- 
nal reward of the risk^ or the sacrifice* 

And, here, the glory to be acquired by such 
a sacrifice, becomes a manifest and vast consider- 
ation (as doubtless it is a real one) in the atone- 
ment made hy Christ. — It is professed, by him- 
self, to be a return which he demands from us ; 
though all that we can pay is infinitely short of 
what is due. And, if it had not been expressly 
so required, by him ; it would still be an iire- 
sistible demand of our reason itself, that the 
great considerations wnich could operate with an 
Omnipotent Being, to create Moral Beings un- 
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4er him ; must be to confer happiness upon them^ 

— onif TO RECEIVB GLORY IN RETURN. Were 

even an Atheist^ (for ai^ument's sake^) obliged 
to make the supposition of a GoD, he could not 
reject the proposition that such a Being must 
approve of being adored : and, therefore, since 
Human beings will often do so much, both for 
true glory, and for false; bow much more must 
the Son of 6od be supposed likely to do, when 
the glory of restoring the happiness of a long suc- 
cession of rational nUlUons is at stake. 

And here, supposing there was no necessity 
tltat tnan should have been so redeemed from eter- 
nal death ; the Sceptic will not deny that, even as 
to worldly happiness, the life, death, and religion 
of Christ, haveheen of vast extensive benefit to 
mankind, w[id now fidly pfimise to he of much 
greater benefit, even to the great amelioration 
and happiness of all nations.— Uow many miU 
lions o^the human race have been, and shall be, 
consbied under a load of worldly miseries, hj 
contemplating the sufferii^s and exa/iiiple of their 

SAVIOUR ; 'How much of hope, for mercy 

and for sympatby» must men derive from know* 
ing,' that HE drank so deeply of the cups of 
temptation and ot*misery. The suffering human 



mind always looks for sympathy from those who 

Z 
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Jiav«, themselves, li^p steepenl iaafflictioii.r!!f ar« 
ther { Mrhat a stimulus to pi^r gratitude^ a^d to 
our virtue, to think that a Divine Being volun- 
tarily suffered all this, for our sakes : And, what 
an avirful admonition for the bad, and for the 
good, to reflect, that though Divine Mercy has 
admitted of such atonement,, yet, the verji atone* 
ment itself registers this trvth, 93 signally as 
though it were written in the Heaven8,-*/Aat 

ETERNAL JUSTICE MUST BE SATISFIED. 

^ Perhaps it might l^e justly contendedi on these 
grounds alone, that the sacrifice u^ n^som^ry^ 
to lessen, in an unspeakable extent, the misery 
of the human race. But, if the deiat receii^e a 
good probability of thefact^ that CHitiST ^itf ac-^ 
tualljf st^er; it may b^ asked, what right he ^«n 

have to be shewn any necessary Jitne$$ for it. 

For the deist admits the existence and general (U* 
tributes ^ GoVf notwithstanding all that Eartibljr 
Evil the necessity of which he cannot Jin4 o/iU ; 
and he admits God's attributes,, even though the 
greatest share of this Evil Qften fiills on thf; m^st 
virtuous pfrson9. It inu^t, therefore, be iOfon- 
sistent in apy such deist, to reject the doctrine of 
atonement^ up^V the mere ground tbftthe Omni* 
POTENT Being might have saved us without i<»—- 
This consideration of existing Evil, gives full 
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force tb every ather Ar^unfelit upon wbtch the 
i^ctmljlkctbfatahekferit mi&y a|)jpear i>r6bab}e. 



TJJ'IRDLY.-^ — Besides the two different ge- 
fieral grounds of argument already considered, 
we are now to enter upon a third ; namely^ some 
internal evidences^ which 1 think may be found in 
both the teachings and the conduct^ of the person 
vi^ho professed to make this atonement; and by 
which, I t)iink| he has manifested himself to be 
A Divine Mind, acting upon the principles which 
he taught. 

FiRsxi— — ^When that person who was wor- 
shipped by bis ^disciples as a God^ humbled him- 
self in order to' cure those very disciples of one 
of the mosi baneful of human passions, (the inor- 
dinate desire of Belf aggrandisement) and, girding 
his adored person like a slave, proceeded, to per- 
form the loWesJt offices of servitude to each of 
them in succession, thereby furnishing them, in 
one single l>o{}i) y office, with no less than a tvhole 
practical system of divine ethics ; 1 say, when 
th^ received |^rince op Heaven did so, i whit 
are we thence to infer?- — ^This, I think, that 
when the Being who qpon Earth was so honored, 

did vet so actually demean himself for our good ; 

Z2 
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SUCH A Beikg, whem in ffemiu^ might well be 
expected to offer himself to save all mmUmd 
from infiniie mi^mef. —**There indeed seems to 
be a perfect eonsistency^-^B, perfect identity of 
character^ between what he did here» in haman 
shape ; and what he did in Heaven if ike l^e es- 
teemed actually the Christ. 

SxcorNDLY,— ^ — Hui there are still farther marks 
of ic^ehiity of character herein. For, so far a^ we 
can guess a£ what is proportionate here, there ap- 
pears to he a due proportion taken and maintain- 
ed t/y'iTEsusi as the Christ, of iliat princwle 
Of H£!^£Vo££NCe which he taught as the indis'^ 

pensable duty of mankifid. If this pnncijple 

really applies to mankind,, it seems philosophi- 
cal to suppose it ought to apply to all mOral 
beings; and thiiit in different^ degrees^ suited .to 
the' superiority, or liobility, of their' nature.-^— 
But if this liie so, the philosophical consistency 
dfliie'tning appeal^ to be Beautifully supported 
hy the teaching and the conduct of Jesus : for the 
proportion of benevolence he exacted, from, ^oi/ 
mankind, IB that of giving what they can well 
spare, of their tinie, ' talents, or property, for the 
good of their fellow creatures ; and, of foi^viog 
them those trespasses which caniiot be r^alled ; 
while^ on Che other handf, the proportion he took 
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to, hlinself (^B a divine katvre) was" tliat of svf- 
ferb^ all indignitUi,^ and valimtarify lajfimg dtmrn. 
HIS hfPEf in cooipassioD^ alx^ mani^ind. 

Ilie ffiWCiifhiL. of action^ in both cases, seeiat 
one and the same; apd the }E>iB9KBB8, [in each, 
B^Vk as it were, to measure the imineDse. dis- 
tanee in moral worthy between thfe kMUmmiikre 
and the DiTiN£^-<*Tbe loveBness of tbst divne 
conduct, herein, ji^ ind^ beyond the fMOweiisfof 
language to paint: P9t«,.|io far doba it; appete 
froin. bemg out 9f proportion, ^ at all |Q)pr0ba- 
blei that Jt s^emsjbut moroi; jypmn^toy it$e^^\\OT^ 
is thiift hemffiful.wtimt ^^.benMoiffnce wbieh: Ghi^ist 
hmselfiifj^t be^esqpected* to pccijipy iaib¥S< own 
systeiQ of ifi^iversal love., . . ;> . ;. 

When mf p j udge the atpoemffB^: msd^ ( iby 
Chsist to, be improbable, fMD^acQOfint ^^ dig- 
nity ofms i^A'rvRx,aii4^.the. hapepfMyi;fOf CMT 
they do 80 from an e^roneo^up. notice, that HIS 
hei^h^ce is. only coQfcnensttmto: ippHil itiyat /of 
AtciruviMrfiere; or, they .mea^nrf; d>/ii[iiia.>b#Mvo- 
lenee. by^ that short ap4. P^^\^ fartby: ^teiker 
which kmftifi^ se^f^ave aUows to our: ^itmtmmon^ 
instead of ^always eodeaiirquring^ bpwciiifi^ vabi 
the attempt, to conceive notions adequaU tQ tk$ 
DrVINE:NATlTRE. But were we to proceed 
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Vy this taiiter methc^d $ it AHfH he jikun. that the 
father w«i<{OiiMiv€ «f it divine mtare, hicrnHy 
considiitedt the nbbite probable doeii it bTOome, 
<hat it might exert beAeVolente toward Its crea-* 
tiiren in a'WM and iticatoulable extent* 
- This rewoiiing» which applied to tfa^ |^at sa- 
crifice which i here= «toppo6e OiftittsT ikighi ha¥e 
flwde m 'Heaven; ilts eq^iaHy to thoste sacrifices 
iwlHcb wf kf^&w he iHd wtw^mahk ikpau BAB4l9t : 
'For» faii^ adovable bfen^Votence and hiimitit)^'; 
asidt ifiore particnlaflf, son^e of his peculiar actd 
in>tb^ way (rfeitaAple; haie, in the niost spten-^ 
iMd minner^ iHanMested^^hinf to hare been, id his 
hqnianebape^rtoaKl^.iSD^GH A ttlAW& i^ the 
wisest sages must acknowledge assl^kAKd A 
GOD. And, while all the wise part of mankind 
a}lpFa4id«'Snch astoriishiVtg setf-humiUtLtiofi in a 
mAk \¥. id tiOt the le^s certkitt^ that f ^e iblrElft 

Mh»HBii^itEe%jkisicb tiiifSE)LFh<td iiicreMed kU t>t^- 
taMGb Flidtf tftAikii^ NA4l}ttk : foi^ there is ndt in 
kmnftiir'nMiii^ d^ tndfe'gtoefal disptfsittoti, not 
one that iid tM^ hard' td t^ cbn^tierei^ by Morsel vea, 
aa ii»^i$m4iUnti^ uie iff tkepHkeiple of sELi^-tbvk, 
that ft»eaf^^eihy «ff hiitMIity and of' b^heVo- 

Th**t Reflections perhaps ^iniglrt bid cWried 
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fwther ; bat I jihsdl close them here» as beins 
sufficient ground ibr the foUonving considerations: 
Ft^f-^-^^Human • experience furnishes ns 
with a strong probabUtty, that A DIVliNB \A- 
TVHE pi^Jkt pr^ to auAribra vM sucoes* 
aion of jratiooai heiBg«» if ft iirere to aafe these 
from lasting miseriea* 

^ 3jsco91>i«y« — -^There appear internal evidfn- 
e^a in both the Qoctatw aad tb« Ctt^JaujCT 
of JbsuSi which indicate him. to hfi?e Ufen A 
PIVINE T£ACHBR and Mf TRV;S J^PU- 
TOR. 

^ TmsfLTv-^The^ fiimUiAude 9( ttie Fasi!- 
QTSR (iiponi the whole) to tb« aufferit^s af 
CnaiST; and the whole ▼ery eictraordinary bii9r 
toryofit institution; ^nn ii strong indicaUon 
tba^ there wiss really son^e relationship between 
thefe two signal events, mote than that of acci* 
d^lit: And thus is corroborated the probsibiiity, 
that J£su9 wa« indeed the R£D££MRR OF 
MANKIND. 
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Tkt Promue eansUered^ that in the S$ed of 
Abraham oil Nations of the Earth shaU be 
Uessed. 

It was a tradition with the Jews, from the ear^ 
liest time, that, in the Seed of Abraham all 
Nations of the Earth shall be blessed; and thisf 
tradition they held as an express promise made 
to that Patriarchy by God Atm^^^.-^Moreover, 
according to the Scriptures, the promise V^s 
renewed, in a variety of ways, at several ilistant 
times, to the Patriarchs and their descendants ; 
which establishes it for a great feature in bur 
Revelation. The matter then, here to be con«- 
sidered, is, how far this Scripture-promise wears 
any appearance of being fulfilled : and this ques- 
tion seems identified with another one ; namely, 
how far the Christian R£LI6Ion has been, or is 
likely to be, generally beneficial to mankindi^— 
The credit of Scripture prediction, and the rea- 
sonable expectations of philosophy, seem to be 
equally concerned in this question. 
: Now, it appears not necessary to bring in tlie 
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exact proportions, of good and of evit, which 
have accompanied the Christian Religion through 
all the^lifferent phases of its growth and esta- 
blishment But if we compare the moral state 
of mankind iu the, most civilised nations, now^ 
with what it .was when Jesus appearedr the re- 
sult must be undeniably, and vastly, in favor of. 
Christianity. 

It is to be. acknowledged, that from those two 
copious sources of evil, human ignorance and 
human selfishness, much mischief has attended 
Chri^tianity, all the way hitherto^ But, what 
institution can be imagined so truly divine, as 
that human error and turpitude, working often 
togethcir, nnigbt not pervert it; especially if it 
were left (as religion must be) subject to our mo^ 

ral agency ? ^The truth at worst is, that wh^ 

manlcind have impeded th^ir species in its pro^ 
gress to general knowledge and improvement; 
or, hav^ brought misery upon either their fellow 
creatures^ , or th^iatiselves, by acting in the name 
of Christianity ; they have done so either from a 
misconception of what Cbristiwity really is; or, 
else, they have ^ot been acting o^Christians at alU 

Why the place of Christianity was suffered, 
for several ages, to be usurped by the gross spi<* 
rit of lluman Policy, may seem mysterious; but 
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it may, nevertheless, posseto aptness and atiKty 
tindisceraed by us. And, ieven, supposing tiie 
contrary; it appears to have been bat a modt na- 
tural result of human frailty togetHer "frith ^iMt 
are called accidental causes. — ^The rise, or at 
least the progress of GHBiWf amity, kiffmuU' io 
ueeompany the deeUne and aimaittokd esBtmcHem 
of ciTtLi ZATiON and LEARNING. This affoi^ledonfe 
tif the strongest of human passions, (the lo$€ of 
aggrandisement and of tide,) an opportmity to 
triiimph over Genuine Religion, flnit; and, timi, 
to triumph over mankind in' their igB0iMlif6i&, 'ittn- 
der the guise of tirnt Religion : ilie^BittWe S^rit 
of which, was noHv treats' With Mcrilt conteiA^ 
and virtually proscribed, by that Pd'wer w>hich ^as- 
sumed its nattie.— Thus 'all Eur^pfe, thtte ^H 
buried in an original barbari£rm/and fbeglroftsMt 
ignora:nce, bowed its head ; not to genuine 61lfis- 
tianity, but to a degrading superstition: aud^fM^t 
veneratioti and implicit cfbedfenoe which ^brfoAg 
to €rod alone, were yielded ' to vain, seUll(h,^«fifd 
peccable men. 

Besides the natural ejfTeets of the ^M«y'*«f 
keeping mankind buried in 'igiiorande, in brdi^r 
to conserve the power of the then nioniJbud Chrii- 
tiamty; it is surprising that^tmder'stich aU8|)io6B 
much more' debi^ement did not iiccrtte ^ to the 
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mo^iiltl4tmi4 of t^ie Cbuti^tiaii Workl than we find 
to h%ve >i)ti^I(ly talj^eo plac^, w|»en it is coosir 
dfimi that; ^^^ pro%9(9(i ^pd ackoQwiedged ro- 
pre^ots^tiy^si q$ CHRtsT ufKon £arth among other 
ynpos^QHs |,Ue4 9Ji Europe with oiarkels 
whereiq the pffiyikge of caimnitting ev^ry ii%- 
m9i;^^iity wA^, Sf99>t^ for a pecuniary cooaidera- 
ti<Np. Were Christianity yet in futurity; s^nd 
wer^ it to start in the present day; it might be 
presumptuous to predict what progress it would 
make. But this I think we may assure ourselves, 
thai wctte. it now Mice diff^sed in the . different 
Ce^utttffies of JBurape^ in that state in which it ap* 
pieitn to have some ttime subsisted, a^mong the 
priiditive Cbristian^^ (though even that wias: not 
yMlixf^ with . imperfection) it |¥0uld bie impose- 
stble foD any authopitis now to.mssilt the common 
gMi§e ^f isKinkiiid, by pffQclatmingademooi^cai 
tgaJfits in all the muUi&inous abominations of hu^ 
mas paaston and appetite, as a commerce svbidi 
OBpti$TUNiTY commissions aqy ^uman being to 
{leitl in, or to permit. 

Thus we find, th?^ Christianity coul(} h^ve been 
9Q perverted ; and the morality of Europe been 
$0 sapped ; and the happiness, of Nations so long 
kept iiack ; only, owing to the accident of (he 
gmefgil igf^oraiwf qfrnoMidnd: an acciiient w}iich 
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we do not know that Providence v^as bound to 
provide against ; and which, ^s a natural events 
seems to have been inevitable. — Upon the oflier 
hand, if we turn to those Countries ^t^herein the 
genuine moralities of Christianity have been 
preached, as being indispensable, (where alone we 
can expect to find the^eots o/" Christianity) the 
superiority of this Religion over every other, and 
its beneficial effects on the liunian species, are 
very evident and indisps&taibly great* 

To ascertain the pifoportion of betieiSt, wbicil 
has upon the whole accrued from Christianity, 
would; require us^to go into a comparison^ of tbd 
Christian World with the Pagan, — their laws and 
all fheir u^agesv^public and private, both in^p^sfee 
and ifi^ .war :i)iand,"weve this done, the result 
iwottld doikbdees^be iBinspeakably- less favorable 
tOi bur Religion, than it imiist have been had Ge^ 
kviKe Ghristiantty been^taugbt^ unifonnly, from 
the days of JBsius;;or even had' such a degree 
of purity, and of freedom in religious opinion^ 
generally prevailed in Europe, as' inur obtain* 
ed in England during the la&it Century i^^-^^^-^But, 
taking the actual result, of the human moral 
impt*ov^aieut from Christianityi under all- itii 
acknowledged errors and impositions, the* ba^^ 
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lance is assuredly in its favor, to a very great 
amounts — I shall not here repeat an enumeration 
of all the several heads of moral improvement, 
which are usually appealed to on this question; 
but will vary the appeal, by bringing a particolar 
case of comparison home to the domestic Msoci^ 
ations of every English reader; for which par- 
pose I select a domestic practice of the Ancient 
IZoman^, which appears peculiarly fitted for a 
Criterion of their moral character, or, rather, a 
criterion of their utter want of christian morality« 
Stippose it Were the usage, here in London/ 
for our most venerated and virtuous Citizen!;^ 
(Kke thb ^elder Cato, ohe of the greatest and 
most virtuous of the Romans) " to have a great 
^ Uwmher 6f dm^, vikom they botlght at the sale^ 
*^ of prisoners vffvdt;'' — Which enslaved men they 
p^tt Into a' systematic training, ^* as men teach 
**4ihj^'thifi;^ td dogs, or hdrses.'^—^^—Aud, farther,' 
sup|>^se that these {<mr English Oato^) if they 
did^'rifet 'imta^dlatfely ibbform to the ^^ tmnth&ii 
'^usdge, of exposing old, useless, or sick sla/b^s, 
** upon un Island, (sa^ an Island in the Thames) 
" TO STARVE there ;^' did yet act upon the pruden- 
tial' aild **j^^e5]ir^df MAXIM** ascribed to that 
RomaI^'Cato, of ^ selling his superannuated slaves', 
*^]fi>r M^ price, rather than fhiuntain what he ei^' 
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** teemed ti» i^elegs ltur<den r-yrr-r-WkBa Catq^H^ 
iius (it h»« b«Q« w#ll i«in{irl«s«d). w#. wah:^ 
ioiftgioe tvbat othens ii««kl practiM. But 
^pQn thui I must o^Asrwe, tk«|^ Catci'9 «JStH(«« 
w^Dld fiixl tbegiir w«y tei the {slasd ^*ttarv«^vmt 
as «»rely, ««. if t»i|Da«lf bad m\4 th«m: for M« 
parted with th«m whU^ they h^ l^«it liHle wwll^ 
in.th«»r povenr; s^i^U wbcn Ua» pjyv^Mer* h»f| 
tak«i» tbeur gQ«4 p«QDyw««th» tbejr d^^nbilMt 
knew th«ir owQ wtecest, w w«ll ?4 C?Ao di4l:l(M4 
and, of iQOttnie, wni, |b« wonp^on^ nrr^^cAi^ ^ 
tliQ Inland, t9 stwrye ; which, pevlM4^t CatO'WQIild 
have heeo somewhat a9haipQd. to.hav^ do|HW 4ir 
recti yt'-r-Bat, be this 4a it ip^y, .(J( t«i^% ^ 
l^HPposie these two usages, th«jQi|« of |>«fu;«, w4 
th<e Qthi^ of war,,ti^« ma4^ th^ miig^*ifhWfMiiif^ 
-r.iwd.iwt that th^y m^te m^^gi pfmmfH^, fry 
t^qfeflfnfki»g- of somfi.»ld ^ h»?»h .u«V«l^9»n 
edlaw;; hv,^ i^feie both jfra^isnd f^n4 <mi^<(mv"' 
^.prqfe$$ed,htf our ^t-raf^ eitiaeiff^ fM hmg 
jiju»tifiahle, creditable, and evpn .^ctntft^ hyi^iWr 
dam itsielflll — In suph . i^afit, whut M^o.^ld ^ 
the lepliqgs Qf a mpderQ SogUshmfth M9m fe^ 
holding iO 

Let (he .CJkmiian inMbit^ ^.4^Nqp^: hH^ 
place bi^fore hM ey«i» this piot^e >f ^f ^mvfV 
wngif fif Paqajh Rq«(» ; X«t hi<p . Hm^wi h«|t* 
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Mif Ismktng an excurston up the (nam^s^ «ut- 
troiitided, and cheered on every hand, by dWer- 
lifted] ptotured of ^fflueticearftl teaser; and, kwd- 
-ini^^poii onfe Of the Jtelandls^hei'mii^ he beholds 
^'Domberof old servants of most dfflftittntfCitizetia» 
tfow eaipiring under AW theborrovs and agoniaB 
ofweM, >to vrhieh dreadful fate tbey ha^e been 
purposely exposed, >merely from a motive mo 
iMse, ?as that of «rarang* the litile pitUmee ) which 
iMtid ha^ ^mutamgd tAem.— When >he hasreon- 
46m plated this 'scene, let bim answer to himself 
iifiketber G«ltiSTiAtatTY h^ tended vto tie Miiondf 
in^avemtmt ^Ofvi hc^pineis ^ unankmd ; dr, ^vvbe- 
llmr he vroxMxfrefer U^ bave kA&^loinQW recait in 
Mieh a'state^os was Pi^n Rome, satfaer; than »be 
bom sl^afn iki Cbristian Britain. 

^It4#%0t»Wy d^ire^to work this comparosoii 
tip, to an^appealto thepailsions : it appeals, hese, 
fairly to the unrderstandtng only ; land I ebose it 
for file ^E^lk^Wiagfeam^ ' usage ioiqnestion 

is one wbiob <lanii<it ^be excnsed on .the piea of 
PAthMoN, "Ar isufeh a iriolent modification of the 
itiilid'^s ^^ay «iodietimes betray a mell-^disposed 
p^lrsonlMo a bad action.-x^The general hardness 
Atld cm^flty of both Greek 'and Raman manners, 
is matter of notoriety ; 'and this might be (Charged 
aga!a^t'1:h^«m accordingty. Among «he multifa- 
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riotis attrocities nvhich this would comprehend, 
the Modern Christian must shudder to ^hink of 
such acts *as that of throwing a slave (upon 
Mme small fault) into a fish pondf to be devour* 
ed. But, for this, or for any other such acta, 
the sudden operation of Anger might here 
be set up as a plea ; which, though it could not 
change the nature of the act from being a hor^ 
rible crime, would at least render it not so aba- 
^nably base^ so cold^ so unprovoked, and unfeel- 
ing, as that of starving old Servants, merely to 
jore, to a rich man, the poor pittance they required. 

This last mentioned criminal Roman usage, 

had neither ambition^ nor lust, nor anger, nor envy^ 
fkor lack of means, nor even the] avarice q/* any 
great gain, to urge men to the perpetration of it s 
it had not the stimulus of any one feeling that ap- 
proached at all to the strength o/* passion, to ex^ 
cuse the barbarity : for the motive was merely 
that of making a petty and contemptible household 
saving, to men who floated in abundance. 

It is these merits of the case, that lead me to 
choose it as a criterion of the great moral depra* 
vity in which the Roman People must then have 
been sunk ; even while their military virtues, and 

their patriotism, shone the most bright. Of 

the many and various species of human iniquity, 
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I tbiiik thtte is not any which so decisively 
"^aVk the total estratigement of a pt-ople, from 
true liioral tvorth, as ah Qpen andsysjiematic prac^ 
fic^ df any 'great crime wJi£n the motive to it is 
kb SLIGHT as not to make any approach to what 
iaii be catledt^Aisioii. Bdt, if this be so, how es- 
tranged must the Fagan Romans have been from 
(Christian virtue. How' ignorant even must they 
h'dve been of trAaf ijr (!niristian virtue, when the 
tithest, most viiriuoiis, and^\most veneratedl Ci- 
tizens, a^oimi/iii^ tn the medhs of diffusing good, 
cd6ltf y^i ^ractisl3 tUx^' unprovoked and almost tm- 
iJhwiasyiieiii drbarbarity, wiihouC shame. 



no 



^he phTy consideration . tbat remauis tq be 

i6ie4 here, is, that we are not to mistake this 

ixik^e xoT a ildMAN vice\ exclusively f for, in truth, 

it is' prttjiferiy Human VicE.T-Trhe sanie want^of 

gliUerm /Motu'/eeJi^^ in every 

naitiotf Whose f^lhumanify i§ not ameliorated by 

stStn^ tttbyatl refigidni— It the rea^er^ turning ,vith. 

abftibWeiiiifeiffbni this scene of Roman, wiorai de- 

JMfilt^, will id^uir^' into t^!e moralities! of other 

il^t^oiisr; Aticieht, or Mdder'n*; 1 believe it may 

la^ stiiie^Y asserted, that there is not one that can 

be natiied, that has iiot both privately practised, 

atid' opehty tdiefated, soine gross violations of 

2 B 
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what we. usually call humanity. And, to shortea 
the discussion, here, it may be farther asserted, 
(and it cannot be denied) that the mildest^ most 
polished^ and riiost timid nations of men; (u^y^ evea 
nations devoted to religion, also,) will habitually 
look with complacency upon the most horrible 
barbarities, and even exult in the scene: , So far 
is REAL MERE HUMANITY from making US: abhor 
tliat, whVch every man who possesses an acquired 
Christian IIumanity would behold as the fit 
sport or demons only. 

i'Men may (heorise as they please^ upou the 
general principle of hurfian benevolence^ y^xit let 
them actually searcfi abroad among the'Nations, 
wJierever there are Wa'sts and. no Religion; or 
wants and' an immoral religion ; and then let them 
tell'us which of thos^ Nations carry benevolence 
beyond each man the smoke of his own hut. 

In* a stat^, of mere humanity ^ that is' in * the iS'a- 
vdge state\[' IS to Tbe found but what is called na- 
turdl affliction. — If the means of subsistence be 
hardly procurable ; then natural aiSection, itself, 
win be both weak, and. confined, to a. very nafrow. 
limit.' ;if provision be plenty^ the Savage will 
be warm-hearted and affectionatei and will be? 
found not unamiajble in hi? occasional intjercoy^rsei 
with othetSb besides his family,^ — But, as to tl^at. 
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rational, expansive, and general feeling which 
we call PHILANTHROPY, It IS a principle which 
the human mind seems very slowly to awake to^ 
and which, when awake, it is still more slow to 

embrace* Some Religion is surely necessary, 

both to guide us to it, and to make us embrace 
it; and, of all Religions, none presents an effectu- 
al guide except that one.which we are here chief- 
ly inquiring into. — Finally, no man can deny, that 
if this Religion be truly followed,, it conducts u§ 
to the utmost possible sum of human happinesii. 
I do not here pretend to any competition of 
nature with, nor envy those who believe it im- 
possible that mankind in] general can be without 
philanthropy : neither, at the same time, do \ 
call 4n question the sincerity of all who have 
thought so. — ^The truth is, that Philanthropy, and 
^Iso that Christianity which so often produces it, 
may be, in many men, a second nature;; that 
is, these men may have been so early and unin- 
terruptedly taught and excited to philanthropy, 
or to Christianity, that they may not recollect 
ever to have wanted them. But a history of such 
men's feelings or principles, is very far from a 
history of mere humanity : And, to furnish this, 
they must give us not what they feel, ^ but what 

thev observe. This observation, too, must be 
' 2B2 
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taken where Human Najiureis most iipttit^tcei^^ 
by a pure moral leligum* and is at t^e same tiiije 
exposed to wants, without which there is n^iil;^ 
moral prohation, nor any room fe>r ^eH-doii^* 
The matter to be a>scertaiued is, whether M.ian- 
kind in general are either borr^^ or would- u:it^ 
out teaching grow up, under the various wants of 
unprovided human nature, Nntl> ^p ^ctiv^ P^*Wr 
ciple of benevolence referrinj? to their wholp 
species, upon th^ ground oj their being ^KLLOif 
Creatures. — Now some single iu^^laix^es of dp^ 
yiation from ordinary nature makfi. 'w> genefal 
fact; but 1 even doubt whether Nature ever 
reared a single ill-fed Savage who acted, qp 
thought, upon any thing like thjs principle : and 
I farther doubt whether tn^qy ^qch are to \)^ 
found among the needy clashes of men in any coun- 
try^ unless Christianity, or some ot/ier ieachipgp 
brought them to it progressively. — If houever 
J should prove greatly niistaken in these doubts, 
it will still remain abundantly true, that Pht- 
LANTHROPY is uo more natural to mau, ths^p 
Arts and Sciences are natural : They are all 
natuYal, in the. progress of reason; but none of 
them arise primarily in the mind. 

If, after such a specimen as the foregoing oi\e, 
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of the. bvbarities m\d uqcbaritableness of Na- 
tipiiN» we now tqru and contemplate the Phil^nr 
thropic result?* of Genuine Ghristxanity, where-, 
aoeyer it prevailn, we are preai^nted with a cqH'^ 
trast altogether striking and lovely ; the first dia-. 
pl^y of wiuch frqits. $hot forth imoiediately ou 
the original proninlgation of this Divine Relief 
gion.— r'pie BisJkop of LonfU^t in defendintS 
Chri.stianity against th^ Insinuatiop that^ the 
LiiiBRALiTY of the ea^ly dhris^ians *^ Acre^T' meq 
to ttuiUrace it^ points forcibly to the first stagci 
of this contrast, in the following passage: 

'' in the timet} qf the Apoat)es» and in the firat 
'^ ageK of tlie ChMrchy iti^hewed itself in volun- 
" tary CQxitrihntJons for ti\e relief of the poor 
^* an4 the persecuted, ^he infirnq aqd the unfor^ 
" ttinate ; as sqon as. the Ghnrch wfts permitted 
'* to have permanent po&sessipps in land, and 
** acquired th^ protection ofth^ civil ppwer^ it 
'^ exerted itself in the erection of hospitals of. 
"every kind; institutions, those, of charity ai^d. 
'* humanity which were forgotten i& the Laws of 
" Solofi and Ljfcurgu$; and for even oneiosteuice 
" of which, yqu will, I believe, in vain explore 
" the boasted annals of Pagan Rome.** 

The force of this Christian retort must come 
bon^^, with manifeld intere^ti tp the bonp^Mof 
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€very one who will first consider what the Pagan 
World at large generally either was, or is; in re- 
gard to the points in question ; and will then 
turn his eyies to all the stupendous and almost 
mnumerable charitable institutions, which now 
grace this favored Country ; wherein the Chris- 
tian rtioral precepts most truly operate, though 
amid the distraction of a numberless variety of 
Sec t3. —i— These, being all left at liberty to think 
for themselves, in matters of Religion, may and 
do differ, almost infinitely, in points of doctrine 
and ybriw* ; but so long as common sense is al- 
lowed to operate, at all, they never can fall into 
any dispute concerning the import of their Divine 
Master's great commtind, thatW commiseration 
and universal charity. Hence those- true and 
substantial fruits of Genuine Christianity, 
which have not onlt/y in fact, filled oue own 
LAND ; bijt have Jlotved forth in abundant streams, 
to assuage ike miseries and administer to the ca- 
Ikmities of surrounding nations. 

Does -Ant equity present us any picture like this! 

-^ Has either Hvmah^ity itself, or^PHiLdsopHV 

itself in four thousand years, produced like praC' 
tical fruits}^ '' 

' It has been observed, that Christianity operates 
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direcl^.hutxxjjpn individtial^ ^i^d^ptiyate; inler- 
course; and«more indirectly up9n public acti^ 
or governments* How .great then, are t)fie actual 
benefits and the triumph of Cbristji^nity, when 
instead of ^uch abominable usages as tbofe. drawn 
from Pagan Rome, the World has, )ate^y;. seen 
the representatives of all the great Nations of 
Earopfs, in congress assembled to setjtlp.pf^itisal 
disputes of the , utmost i;nomexit» yet,, Dfa^iQg it 
a grand consideration to deliborate. pppn th^ 
divine disinterested principle, of the condemna- 
tion of a:loi)gTes^blished qo^q^ce ii^ mj^^^le 
hunian beinjg;s : How great is tt^^^actqajl f^isti{|g 
good, when we find that seyerf^l of 4l!^«/ great 
Nations,, (and which, w^r^ t|i^. most in|^^eg^4} 
are abceady %c^ing upon jfi_p^:^)w;iple.,.iii;hiyh, 
with a philanthropic, arm. v^s^y.e^tend^^^ #m*. 
braces and comforts the wyetchedf to. ^}^^ far- 
thest quarters of the ear^f^,-:— rrrTha^ it J? the 
true Christian IPrinciple^ and not;. any .view^; of 
public policy, nor the incitementa .of ^private 
avarice, that has lighted up this expansive flame 
of universal charity, is quite .manifesX;.. and, 
doubtless, we may hail the event, as. a most en-^ 
couraging eamest^that ^' the whole mass shall be 
leavened.'' 
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Sb tetig lis litiinad Nature i« itii^, tfr Ho fong 
«lRi liien are in a state bf pr6bation, th'eite itlU'st 
kiirrely fa« ibi^ moral evit m the world'. Bui 
ttH^ seems iiothUg' to prevbnt thk Ikct, thiit 
te'&hldilid in g^ueraf, iiiay red^h sadfi a stit^ bf 
tth)i^l im^tfeibekt a6 has been ftbtDaUy'atbtta- 
4»d by tfae'beM secte of Chtistikdi-'; atid; if thld 
WeJrethfe case, the*t?ontrast' biettfiefeh' It aifid thte 
sialKr^f ibankftidNrh^ arfe o\it' of 'thHstfs^iy, 



fi )t' )i .:: 'i*. UllVi 



ft^^ii^p'ttl>^i>roriA^ itr quested i^as '1[)^n' m 
ptti^if j^tJSTiitf ;' and; ih^i if bas eVei^ prosp^foif 
^%>2iA^ '5d,'Vi^'i^'iftnie; inay be;' Ht' a '&'e 
irfii'Vefy' dStettiVifl— It tHei^fofe ifiMnoWs, ^at not 
Offlf ^tr^fae'^ld'l^giii'pt^f^ptd^i^l'' to >t^is"e^ 
tm, bili al6o'kll4i)ie/ fig'u-kti|^>'i^i>re8sibn of^oar 
SJiviftU' ^ flie~sJlthe <e«deniy. are W a fi»ir 
train' to bei^i**"^ ^ 



Hefe theb, It'&e^t^'i^, webaveonVto choose be- 
tWeen pronwnicm^' this matter an oeadlmfii/ c«mi- 
efdbk;e^ with all the predictions V or i& result of 
the dpeCT'aJf^fdfdnde bf PkoviDicNCE. 
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^O conclude the present Inquiry, I will here 
jBiiJbaiit a biief spieculatkm upon tlie £oUowitig 
-mietlerj as w^l to accoiint of whefi 1 talpe to- be 
ite Qcwn Mriime; uiij^taoce, aa for the dtppiiisft- 
tiiln' to t^ ^>^^«>^^ geoemi cMbject which I de- 
sign to make of it at the close of thei»eetkHfci 

There k na eomfkBmXminr^s^nex^l ikm ihat 
a^inst HXTMAN raAiLTV,. or mo^aIi vsa&nc^s.; 
which di$aMe;i nttmkind frotn counteraclatig tbmr 
various appetites,, passionsv and teaiptatiims^^ft- 
Yidding to desiresv against our notiofui of r^kt 
omI (j^dut^y is a liBKCt so general and so continiv 
ally before our eyes^ dmt B<rthittg is more obri- 
ona to remark { and the whote mass^ of evils th«8 
ioeurred, t9 generally referred^ in the lamp; te 
0ur MORA]U we^mNEss* — But vow, the mattm to 
which i wouUi here draw attention, is, tkeititis 
HOT MQiirAL w«A99BSS,*^not the. wanH of a sufi- 
t^ient moral enei^y,-^fiur amfyihe Hi^oumANCE 
mid WRONO' ACTION cf morai etM-gy, that is 
chargeable with 6y far the greater part of $M 
moral e?iK 

It \i a fact very general in retigion^ aiKl, not 
2C 
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only is it 80 in the Christian persuasion, but 
equally and perhaps even in a greater degree in 
the other great reirgions; that mankind actuaify 
resist many of their strongest evil propensities, 
and almost all their ordinary .ones^ rather than vi- 
olate the DOCTRINES, or even the forms, or cere-* 
MONIES, of their religion : — and yet they as gene- 
rally give way to very ordinary impulses iwhttn it 
js to violate hut the moralities enjoined by the 
saise creeds 

A Hindoo^ or a Mahometm^ generally spe^^ 
ing, would not only make any sacrifice in life 
rather than do any thing to violate, ot insult, the 
DOCTRINES of his faith ; iHit, he would undeflgo 
irery painful, and oftentimes incredible priva- 
tions, rather than break through, or omit, toy 
oiits FORMS, or CEREMONIES. And, though I 
think^Xhristians, in general, are not so tena- 
cious in their several religious observances ; yet» 
in some sects, we : see, they . actually undeigo 
very considerable pains and privation^ in obedi- 
ence to forms and .ceremonies ; and their adhe- 
sion to the DOCTRINES of their different sects is 
generally so strong, as to vie even with Uiat of 
the Asiatic Enthusiast. At the same time, the 
greater number of the very individuals, (m.oiQf 
of these reMgions) who . would upon every : occa- 
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•ion manifest this exemplary devotion to tbq v 
RELIGIOUS PART of their Creed, would not hesi- 
tate, upon very moderate temptation, to prac- 
tise any of a great variety of wry mischievous m- 
MORALiTfj^s, forbid by that creed. 
, In assigning the reason of the thing, it perhaps 
must be admitted^ that some degree of temporal 
inconvenience is, in most great religions, made 
to attend upon any notable violation of either its 
doctrines or principal forms; and this will ever 
prove some check upon the breach of them which 
cannot be ascribed to religion. — But moreover, it 
is at the same tim^ no less true, and a truth of 
great moment^ that, u^/io/Zy independent of every 
TEMPORAL eonsidei'ationy mankind in general feel 
A HORROR, a self-eondenmatumy and a dread, in the 
violation of the doctrines^ or, even the principal 
FORMS, of their, religion; which they do not feel 
in the violation fif its moralities. — In short, there 
appe^urs to be a difference so vast, as to form a 
striking contrast, between the moralenergy which 
mankind actually display toward God^ and that 
which they exert when their own species only 
(or chi^y) is supposed to require it of them. 

i^l^bpugh the matter in question has ever 
daii^ned xemark^ on allsidei^; it is noticed by 

Mr. Hvme as if he considered it an original ob- 

2C2 
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Nervation.— ^H« adverts to/the fact (m M« •* Essay 
1311 Thre Natural History of ReKgii^n*^ anci under 
ihe head of *• Sad in/htence of most popular Re^ 
'* Kgions on MordHly^ iti the foHo^ng words. 

"Here I canndt forbear observing a fact, 
" which may be worth' the iscttenftion of (hose who 
'* make Human Nature the object of rtreir inqui- 
" ry. 'It is certain, ttat, in every rdigion, baw- 
*' ever siiblinle the verbal definition which it gives 
^* of its divinity, many of the Totaries, perhaps 
** the greatest number, ivill stlU seek the divine 
'^ favor, not T)y virtuous atid good morals, w1)ich 
" alone can be acceptable to a perfect being; T>irt 
*^ either by frivolous (Aservances, by intemperate 
'" xeal, by rapturous ecstacies, or by *the belief 
^ of mysterious and absurd opinions.'* 

Now, this observation of Mr. flume appears 
very just, so far as it goes: ^but I must say it is 
couched in the particular style, and tn the views, 
of a mei'e siatirist ; rather tban in ihe generaKstng 
spirit of a philosopher : while the nature of (iie 
thing itsdf seems 60 general, and iintnan tnorali- 
ty seems so vastly different in its power as it 
operates towards God, or towards man^^atjper- 
haps a very important general effbct upon nmn- 
kind might arise from properly agvaflingt m ^ sel re s 
ofit. 
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Xfaat die motteciiMilf IS a ptn&tASuA uiaUthe 
great BeUgtmn nowe inUieAVoKld, I tthall leeve^to 
ittr JO wn okriDiMiiess. Aniit *tbit »ii wm «0 ia .ilcni 
eienttiiiies^ appears in^SesfiobvioMlytr^Sut, io 
^fer ae impreadre dnatanceiof k» i rinU £Mqw Mr. 
Hume, in oneoflSioBe iidiiok'lie haadled^mlb 
Idieeame^view. 

^* a conspiracy, barbaMiisly and teeachanoaalf 
^* murdered «e^ea bniiMbred of their firilloivr 
^citizens; «nd ^canned their tfai;^ sO te, fliat, 
'< «iie mrisenifbie iiigitife having Bed ite 4^ilem«- 
** pie, they c«t off Us handfi, by fwhich teiclnag 
^%b the glates, and carrying him 01st idf h^ 
** ground, imniediatdy ronnbiied hni« JBijf,ithi$ 
^^4mpHUf^ says fi«Jto»0!res,(iiodbby. the^stlwr nuwy 
'< erttd a£isasstaatiom) *(^, fjff^Mfi^ ti^ 4^4^ 
^ mmt cffmfyfocted torn m nf a ^ mi ^ k^fmU.'' 

Now this observation of H£R900aw»» (ujioft 
^rlftioh MufM canMnantsm the parmthems) j(m9kB 
-the gemni apMwn; of tHts 4im€ utfd^ctmnitrifx ;-*^Mld 
the treacberauB. uNussaere <d nf^tm Immdr^i ^!bUou> 
citizens being made as nothing, when compated 
to violating the Sacred spot, forms the mea- 
4a»B €^the li^Srenor vRbieh ^aras then hehi, be- 
iviceen a hasty, jmd motBuntaarjf aot.of HfPiE!mr« 
and « BKMtdtfidwafe and tfawaUb imsnjJMY. 
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! Here, beudes the consideratixm of* die innu- 
merable misckiefg otordinmiry immoralities it be* 
cofnes a clear case that all the per^ectite'ofw and 
barbarities which ha?e been carried, on m the 
world, from sincere though.mtslaken Tiews of re* 
ligion^ are to be referred to the general fact in 
question ; namely, to the difference mankind in 
general^ Iritve ever made, between y hat they 4t<p* 
po9e to be pibty and that which ,tiiey have con- 
sidered as being >M£KEiY MORAUTY. t^ 

We need>noty I think, inquire farther into every 
other species of great evil which is to be referred 
to the same cause, since it must be evident that 
the whole amount is rul? while it is no less cer- 
tain, that it all seems to .arise from thie iiaett that 
mankind have always held ebuoiok aiMl moeaU'* 
TY to be two VBKV.itif equal mrrxfis; however 
these two may have been put side by side, in any 
religious codie. 

Such is the aetudl moral state of mankind. 
And, now, we are to speculate upon (be iopening 
it leaves us fm possible general improvement. 



The first consideration that seems to pres»rf; 
here^ is of an enconragii^ aspect: It is this*** 
Tha moral energy of jrAN, is tbas proofed, by 
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experience^ to he equal to tJie effeetiud resistance 
o/" a// ORDINARY evil propensities; and, even very 
extensively to control the strongest kinds of 
temptation : for men in general (of all religions) 
do actually display this moral poiver^ on most occa- 
sions, WHEN THE HONOR o/*'G6d is supposed to de- 
maod it. 

The importance of this fact in the huibftn cha<» 
racter, seems infinite. — It is clear, that the moral 
capability of man is not merely a useless imagi* 
nary leyer, vrithotit support : for it has real ground^ 
and a real fulcrum, upon which it does act; and 
it almost continually poises every weight which 1m^ 
man temptation, or frailty^ throws upon* it. Alf, 
therefore, that is wanted for the utmost human 
improvement by it, is to turn it to act upon mo- 
ralities, with onJy the same energy that It has 
usually heretofore acted upon pious consId^ra^ 

-TIONS, 

Now, with a View to so desirable liri end, *re 
roust inquire what considerations they aVe, which 
have generally directed moral energy almost ex* 
clusively, (or so chiefly) to the doctrines, forms, 
and ceremonies of religion : and, whether this 
conduct is really required of us, by the Deity. 

Id this search it seems to appear, very plainly, 
that mankind have generally acted upon the hu- 
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Moir ji9^A ffoUcy, of )(eepmg well witbwHiMi^&E 
emkda tfien mast goad^- fmd most bqitmi foF» ^ 
GoVha&fi\^ar beea con«i<Q|eced to hav^ thiapow^Cp 
iofinitely beyood m^ui so. we ^4< that mankwd 
have generally beeo almost mfinitely move ajrai4 
of(0!endmg him,, than of bapmiDg^ U^eif neij;fa.7 
bours. — It i$ upon this simple and obvious priop- 
mfke^x oftr^ubling uurselvjes,, in general, only vith 
wbat may do us good, or haraii that I think not 
imX^ JSaii>age$9 but arUo ika Vulgar in aU ComUxies^ 
seldom extend their thoughU to j^HiLANi^SROtYt 
except t^y h^ taught^ and incited \p;^i^ so ; and 
Bpon thia pf laeiple^ it appears to me, has the ptf 
tirv of e]iiery religion caused men to ^^Tif mjoral 
fiuergs/i, to a degree pej^aps mapifold exceeding 
the restraint effected by i^^.HOtBALroy... 
. But no^, tbia result, (whicb> baa alwaya filled 
tbe;3f ^rld) ^^h miscbieis) we find, nefid not have 
foUawpd; since it does not arise from human vrjuxir 
I7tftss,|.i^ttt!]^afir arisen solely from hwnan ;brror, 
rn OitDiNA^aY Tfj[!N|i..iNG ;^-^an error wbicbphiloso>- 
phy^recqgnises^ as si^cb, whenever jti^ proposed, 
: — ^Were tbe general , lapailiai: opinion i^ nueii's 
bofsrov^ the contrary of thisi; it i» ,$imply. evident 
tbatit^inust b6a# eoi^ fortbem tp control their 
eWl propensities ; to avoid wrong;};and to employ 
tbemqelyefii in. doing good to maakiAd wbanefer 
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o^casidfif offered ; as it novi^ is fo# tliem to re- 
sfriaSh' thetfrsWves i/fh^fn a^y consideration sup- 
pMia t(r^^Td^'(G^ODXiks^etfU the mofive. 

Peo^lV oif alinO^feV^eiy cfass^ in religious coun- 
tries; fast; arf<i^ undergo' very considerable and 
often great priVatioiis*,' aiia other suflteringsViii ob- 
scfTVftttVife' of foYtiii thai aW merely retigidtis.-^^ovr, 
though ttieh' tdir s'^verely tfog' their bodies, or 
hafl^stai'vb thei^selvesl for what they suppose but 
aA^'ofdftidry ob^efviMce'to'w it dbesnot 

ind^fedfolfbw/ that men m'^geriefal would usually 
forego kH ^felS^'dkiibkl of tlikr s^raiigis^ ajppetites 
for aby' lite^'rifotive: but' if follows tiaf they 
cotSdiii eanty avoid a great part of the imSik gra- 
tiflcatibn of tSietiij rather than wrong tlieir neigh* 

bdiil^; DID tfafiV BUT BELIEVE tJlut U' i$ OS ato" 

miMoi^^'fo'Gob to Wi'bhg'^bn^'s neigfebbbr^ a^ they' 

tKMIt ii^!^^ td trktiSgf ess a religious fbrdd: 

MrJ Bunibotik^rV^s' justly, upoii this matter, 

iri' Ale%!fbt^ng reriiark.-^^* Not tb^ mMbn"^ t^ ' 

" ei&6^eSf'i3iVd peitlancfed of the jBr^^^ Vtiirf STa- 

^'W^Mfi^; it isf cemiri; th£l the* liAa^^ 

**1fife'^6feisi, diinhg wliidi'tlie poor wPetcties, 

« W'tdiAfAip; often in khe hottest' mbnilis of 

**lftie^yfeaf, ^n sbme'of the "'hbttest climates of 

** ttti^^Wbrkfi remain' without eating or' drinking 

"'fibtff tti^^'rirfi%' to ^the setting of the Sun'5 this 
2D 
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202 SECTION XIII. I 

*' Rbamadan^ I #ay) must be more severe ihaa 
'' the practice of any moral duty, eyeo to the most 
^' vicious and depraved of mankiod* The four 
'' lents of the Muscovites, and the auateritieB of 
^* some Raman Catholics^ appear more disagree^ 
*' able . thao meekness or benevolence." . 

Here, however, while I ap arguing^tbia matter 
of fact,. I am not to be mrstaken^ta^ desirio^ to 
do away, or degrade, fit religious observances ; 
Or, in the least, to under-rate the importasce of 
paying external, honors to, Gpi^. J.f^PE^ ^^ ^^ 
inbment, oi^ly pointing to a general trt^th ^ name^ 
]y, that the MORAL!ET|£s. would cost maokind no 
mOre pain, or incpnvenience, *than t^e fobiis ; 
andf thefore, X argue tha^t the moraut-ies would 
be equally i^acti3ed, pip mankind fep|,th6m as 
being eq^udlp required ]by GpQ.*-It. fy^Ipws.of 
course, that all that is wanting to tur|i. the- em^ 
rent of human moral power, and make it ^pen^ 
in the most beneficial way possible, evea to tike 
utmost extension of human imprpvemept and hap* 
piness, iS|, to raise the .moralitibg!, (in the gp^ 
neral estimation) to .as great a height as has^ her^ 
tof ore usually been occupied by mere REjLfGfovs 
OBSEfivANCES. And ,this„ (1 farther ai^ue,) oqght 
to be done, if in so doing ^e have noi( to put ffotM 
pious obsetwmces for moralitiesi but, oi^ to r«- 
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cognise mardlUies jos being what they really 
AttEf A FiKST Rate (Class op Pious Observ- 
ances. 

To effect this greatest ^^m of good, then, it is 
necessary only to awaken mankind from a popu- 
lar error, to truth ; to make it familiar to them 
that MORALITIES, if tketf he performed as offer- 
ings^ to Ood, as assuredly the most acceptable 
offtrings ; and, that every serious breach of these 
is a prime impiety to HIM.~The road to 
moral improvement seems thus fairly practicable; 
th6ogh, in the present state of popular opinion it 
must certainly be no easy matter for mankind to 
he brought round to pursue it. EDUCArrtON has 
been ealkd omnipotent: and its power is certainly 
incalculable. Association is an engine of well 
known power ; the wise and dextrous manage- 
metit of which, might certainly effect all that is 
requisite : and it seems, at the same time, to re- 
quire hxxi the same degree of energy to be moral, 
that it does to be merely pious. All, therefore, 
that is wanting, is TUiTion, eaiVly bias, and 
OPINION ; gradually hardened into habit. 

' But it is proper to observe, that I am not to 

be'trntferstood as setting up for a plan of reform 

here, \Vhile my object is but to investigate and 

2D2 



Digitized by 



Google 



204 sf^CT^ip^^ii. 

apply a jppr^l general fec^ in.tl^e||rf(c;tice (if inan- 
kind. Neither yvill tbe reader .suppose, th«t I 
entertain any sanguine expectation, that ib^f^e 
ivho flight beqpHi.ii»gly pi:e^r)d to set fthpfit re- 
form, will j^e^dily take it in Jb^^d^ e^pecwUy to 
auch an extent as mu^t be uecjesfiary to iosiii^ 
success.— My objcict will be aitatined if it staad 
proved that the thing is ^os/sjble in ^fi^ nuHUfl 
nature ofman^ and if tb.^ application I iiUmd 4o 
make of it at the c^oe^ sih^U be recOj|;nii|e4 w 
just. 

As to the easy prapfipaJkifffiff ^i^ tl^ fwU 
sufficiency of thepow^r of ^QucA'viON and A^so 
ciATioN to bring about a ^r^M cb^ge in jooLorals^ 
if thiat were the preseut object } ipigbt ask, 
Would the general prejudices a,Q.d p^u)^ jbqii 
to be overcome, be more diffic^U to cpn^vert tba^i 
it vas to unfi^tt^r »o majny ndlliohs c^piin^s fi^i^ 
the prejudices, doctrines, ap4 fpf^f of PofrHiYS 
and to free tbem /rem <^ UQJ^AUXY whidiisen* 
twined with popish doctrines r— But, b.ei»i(|e^ wdk 
instances of ;|ctpal j^r^js^t and p^p^ll^r c}x^/kgt of 
religious sentiments, F.e mi^ht put^tberju^d mr 
answerable questions founded oh the moral na- 
ture of the human mind, ^ to cfs^s whimioi 9(me 
acti are v\ew^d ^ith fpdipg of prfi|w4 ** ^tftn^ 
dread^ and pthew with fr^liflgs^^itcn <»f coDBpla-» 
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€/mcji .whM# y«t» .iH^ a)ilb» fire iqiaiomlHiA*,'- 

l^apuf^t, t^f^ (M»ar !0ttiseitv»tiptf9 hete ipfiinting to re- 
f(fiV9t 99rif^ mhi^ hf thii way; a«d, Ibal my 
spj|<^a,UQ^ )iM i»ipp9rly ;% its tjfftfft <]^ject b«t 
» problein .in inQral9.;->-Kfaoiigh it^is perba^ 090 
^ the mpst jnypjc^tant probleraA.-— >^Thvs, / 
I^Miiip a jtravedt bg ike general pmcti^ qfmam- 
hiadt that ig far t^t greater part f^lMaml 
iBpplw NO?ae W^ 0/ aVMAN UO^AL 

APPXTlTES fip^ tempUUumf v^ orifinfoy;,-^fiOT 
THE JNEFilCIENCY 61F ilkLIGIO|73 
SANCTIONS OR ^I(^AB;^^JJT, thai 41 
arimehH^frmi JJJORAl, ^JISPmEipTION. 



. Upon the abqye J! iqa^ here remark, ^tMr. 
jQuioet after haTiog recogQised und at ^soioe lengf^i 
ept^Hajiiisfl tb^ ^qt ia c]^egtiop, yet lo$t si^)ii of 
i|t^|(9^* Ap^ tavinjj ao clearly fi.rg^ie4 tbat 
n(^fl()9ki«d, iQ general, will ^xtffpr andpuqish thieai«* 
adiifi^ m oo^fi§pn^e ^iieir REi.i&jrou$ tekets ; lie 
ai|b^3#qi)iiWtly, (i^ his '' iprestterW C(Or47&ry^ oopr 
tr94¥rta the fac^ U^as:-:-. — <* ^lear the verf^a) 
'* {iroti^itatiood of aU qiea : nothing they are so 
*' ^f^'tain of a9 tl^eir religioaa tenets. Examine 
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" their lives: yea will scarcely thiak that they 
** repose 3l« smallest confidence in tb,em."--N0Wy 
this Jast general ass^tiou is directly in thefoceof 
his prececing a;rgunient» wherein he aippeals^tGh^ 
ItJumadan of the Turks, and to the four lents of 
the Muscovites ; to whippings and starving; an4 
the penances of BRACflMANsandTALAPOiNs: afl 
which make up so much of the tenor of the '^ aer 
** ttml Iwes^ of the Reugioxjs ; while, at the same 
iitne, they often accompany these devotions with 
tnatty and shocking immoralities. — Upon tbis^ 
indeed, Mr. Home hias, at the moment, mlide a 
roost important observation. ** Hence'' (sarys be) 
^' the greatest crimes have beeti found, in many in- 
^ stances^ compatible with a superstitidvs piety and 
*^ devotion'' Now this remark is a momen- 
tous truth, of which both History and Private 
Life are full, and which gives infinite weight to 
the* speculation we are upon: But (strange to 
say) it is no less than a second contradicHon of 
himself, and a getting back upon his first ground^ 
namely, that men cherish ^^ piety kuQl 'devotion^ 
together with the " ^reafeif criww^;**— ReaMy, 
in this instance, as in maixy others^ this wi^iter 
falls into ineonsistenciei» which one v^ottld not 
expect in an author endowed with his aeu- 
men : and no fruits can possibly spring "firom 
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any apecalation thii»condjtcted. By tiie ctotra- 
dictOry astqrti^ti (in fiis CotoUary) tlHtt Mjutm 
li?6 %$ ifthay put *' not the emaUest confidence in 
''tktir BiBtioiairs txitets/' hei^OyejreliHids.firisni Us . 
owii.ifiei!^ the impoftoicLt fact lySiidi he badtbeen 
soi&r dbs^viog, ;aad:thMfiby comptet^ pte*' 
Y^ated'bimaelf from majdng esi^.^g^so^^^ffpfHeOf* 
tianrf.it. / --i- 

Npr.if IMEit. Hume the only.&rat-rate .FhllOACH 
pher who has OQDfouad^ the iaii^Qytaint^f^ot-tii 
qj]#l»^(|n.; «r qverloeked itpU thfi.'^Ty!tiloe;tKh|wi; 
th^p%tjareqf:Aeir )3peouli|tioiiji)i9«^9d>iliM>i;|h^r 
iea4,Jipw,artJ it, or to the ▼iew%M*N»i«^ 
suit i^TQiB ^h^i. generali^Eitieii ft^it^-^WWI^ tfe« ^(Wt^ , 
m8)Bitioiie4, TTrtt^Jr, after having .l^o^rwAjtbefif^^ 
up^aqd doiivil» at length suffi^^^fft^ eK9pevi.a.. 

a^d.qQippri^j^Mure xwA: x>.£:^9CK£,t . y^h^n Pffl* 
plq](ed ttpfHf.acOTrespofideDt pntQ(hv^4' 1^4^, 
*\s»^len^S8 qf Ckni^^ i^i ^l^x%^ 

have fid verte4 t^ it at alL-tlatbatpart wbere be . 
obaf^es npc^n tb^ i}i^f (ei|ce; betiresn the ipie^e^ 
of the Aiicipati^t and theii; momft'ltas; be^saysi, 
'* Lustrations, an^ Pi^ocessiops were much Easier 
** tb^a a cleaD conseieiice and a steady course of 
" ifictue; and. 9.0 expiab^pry sacrifice that atoned 
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<* forliie wiiDt of hi vnkmnAtooncwatmdem 

as tin! k>xm» '«f- iiMBafniid<' bftiitg" usdaliy iA<A« 

nueef thtai ol AMilsttorJ— <No>«i^- I Embblf «igce« 
wMr'htek/ Aftt aHMy nsed;' iA aN iq^es/ Aftiiiraotdd;' 
andinewtiiii^llt t!MA'>0':t4"M:g ttfbii Hftt j>i«te»* 
pie he asserta : but, at the same time, thi»ls>QliM^' 
beside and ^different from, nay opposite to, the 

Btitm'?ikim^imimiA Wi«:|^r,ae;ithM'Co?t^ 

fi6«Si> «f<ho]» mtiOlltl bf ftf«tli in-iftllitBe giMlf 'I^ - 
l!g{»nbi li»' AMMdfy pttC f(i«nV»elVes''t6'air<iy^' 

wMldr 'BnH^I^ ^eimStolrig«%k)s«^ ! fhet^ 1Mil0d^- 
xi^X':ddtiM<ii$ ttbff, ll»'M(lf^trltoitlil^ #d'oiiA biUfilF 

rote thMttselTcS'ldy th^'fedlijfe^ 'hMitilll4Q^,<.aS^^ 
usiki^ 'ai«<fd»> A«« o!P)iiety'.i^'/E%at%fiitfkin«'^^af^ 

GftfeAi^K iiif f^ thi' thing iiie^, ^kk'- iM^ ' mm-' 

AW BARLT ** »AevtEi> DikA/st^ una A'ffii<i ' 

BIT lNryU0&^mri^,ia It trtfli' tttic&'<o<^^ 
g^Men)}, and • tba strfltkfg, Uy hair& eiiiiapetl* the 
fr<Kq«eM 6bfli«n'^dn of idferibr iiinid^'; th^^-it 
hii«b#eil thttsdddtyfaaiidttidhy Phito6»ph<^it) 
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their treatment of it: It has . even beea no- 
torious to insular remark^ and a butt for satire; 
but whether any other writer has made a bet- 
ter use of it than Mr. Hume himself, or |)rojectr 
ed any plan of general reform upon this princi- 
ple, is more than I am aware of at this moment 

^To propose any such, I haye intimated, is 

not. the purpose designed by me; which will 
plainly appear from my pointing (as I am now 
about to do) to something that has been done, 
seemingly by far other than hdman authority. 



If the reader has recognised,^ and duly con- 
templated, r the foregoing matter in question; I 
will here call upon him to turn his attention (if 
he has not ali;;9ady done so) to the striking agree* 
ment M^hich appears between its result and the 

Christian Dispensation. ^This was the fyh- 

plication I designed to make of the thing ; and 
^therefqre (bei^ides the direct object of the argu- 
ment, lyhich is a distinct consideration) this was 
the principal reason for entertaining it here. 

Now it being argued that the greater part of 
all Moral Evil arises not from the i^trength of 
vicious, propensities^ but only from moral mis- 
guidance; there seems, at the same time, to be 
2E , 
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Ibut tite way in which a desired general change 
coiild be effected. 

Itoeti in geii^rial are creatnreih of jb^it : and 
VclSry rare it is, that any individual evinces a native 
itietital energy which bursts the moral prison of 
a bad education, or soars above the thoughts, 
itid habits of a prior . ii! Kfe. — Conviction of 
erfor is seldom bought hy men after a certain age; 
and if any accident Wing conviction, it will effect 
nothing pi-acttcally in the face of tiABrr, unless it 
ht accompaiiie'd by same E^^'TRAORDi^iAitY stimulus. 
— Collaterally with this we must observe, that 
though a strict Education of Youth, under an 
undevidting co-operation of both pf'ecept and exam- 
ple in SEmORS^ might^certaihly instil into those 
dudile minds d reH^dus drisad of immoralities, in 
as great a dfe^ee as they could Kkve for impik* 
iTEg; yet, sL VERY xtriXE alloy in the condiidt 
of Seniors, would, as certaihIy,Tuin this process; 
as we%nd it does, continually, in every class and 
kind of human beings. — ^Hence, were a general 
reform in morals even attempted by mankind^ 
upon the principle already argued, in any age of 
the world, after a general corruption had once 
taken place^ it probably must prove impractica- 
ble: because nothing but a i;a^; extended, sinud-^ 
taneouSf and strict operatidn upon Youth in general 
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could nfStcX the puucpose; and, perhaps^ tfoe aduH, 

part of mankind is incapable of furnisbi^ such a 

pure geoe^al example and bias. — Now, itseemi^ tg 

follow, from these several consideration^, tiiat the 

only practicable mode pf refornptiAS a World 

which bad previously aud vastly depi:e9sed the 

moralities of life, below tb^ir sue 9stiixi9tM3Q,t 

was tofurrmh the adulv part ^ mankmd uith^ 

A CONVICTION of their trw value in the sight 

o/Gov, and also with SA]>f CTJQNS SO PQW- 

ERFUL as could mQrk upon, adui^t^ to Income 

morale evjbn in tab fa^e pp tiABiT. 

Now I ask tbe reader (Sceptic if he be) vbe- 

tb^r this RAISING of iwu ]^ofLA;(.XTj£s, %fiA the 

securing them by SAJ^CTIQNS W^IGJITX 

ENOWGH %Q mirpoife hqjfifs, dp «ot make iip 

the moral poxtr^t af THM CjBRjlSTiAN DIS- 

PENSATIOn?— Btrt if ^hey do ^p ; then, what 

could pbilospphy dwawd mpre, (in regqrd tff 

THE MORAL PART of Christ's mission) .tba9 a 

proof of the following matt^^^ namely^ that ^o- 

ral misguidao^e had suak ipankind in tmneces- 

sary misery ; that a moral reform w^ praptica* 

ble^ but that only by means which ^omaii JKffi* 

ture itself could not furnish; apd, that the^P 

means were furnisbed by a person, wbosie sip- 

pearance in that character had been iQUgm^^cU 

2Ei 
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ed, — a person whose whole unquestioned history 
is at least clothed in adorable wonders, — ^and 
who professed himself to be the expected Saviour 
of mankind. 

Here, supposing Christianity yet unknown; 
and supposing any philosopher, or all the wise 
men in the world, after contemplating the MO- 
RAL MISOUIDANCE of men, in all ages, had 
set about to attempt a reform ; We may ask, what 
could they have devised, if not that very course 
observed by Christ ? — ^What could be conceived 
so efficacious to inspire a religious dread of 
iMMORALniES, Rs that an adored Being, speaking 
as a Divinity to his adorers ^ far from setting] his 
own personal honor above moralities, emphati- 
cally, with his own lips, assures them, upon the 
spot, that he will treat with contempt aU such as 
merely call Mm '' LORD, LORD ;" and will listen 
to none but those who also do good to one 
anotherII! 

K deists will but view Jesus as a mere philo- 
sopher; must they not be led to think that he 
had actually recognised the grand fact of moral 
MISGUIDANCE, and had bent his purpose to 
effect a general change by all the unspeakable 
sanctions of religious feeling by reward and 
punishment, by the only engines in the mind 
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whose power can change men, from the error of 
depending so chiefly upon empty piety, to such 
offerings as both honor the D!eity and serve his 
creatures ? 

The tiling which I think critically marks the 
moral teaching of Jesus, is, not merely his teach- 
ing mankind such a code of morals as ineffably 
surpassed the wisdom and purity of that taught 
by any other single sage; but, in addition to this, 
the emphasis, the stress, the inexorable exaction, 
which he makes of them, as indispensable du- 
ties, so often and uniformly enforced throughout 
his mission. — Had he merely preached Faith and 
Pure Morals, and left the extent of their differ- 
ent claims undetermined ; we have ample proofs, 
from the foregoing considerations, that mankind, 
(judging of the Deity as they judge of their Human 
Superiors) would continually lapse into a persua- 
sion, thatmere moralities are infinitely less import- 
ant ihdAx formal honors paid to God ; because they 
would esteem them as moralities only,— and not 
as one mode of honoring God. — Of this truth we 
have a striking instance in the Decalogue, where- 
in the two different duties stand side by side, both 
alike commanded hy God: but yet, we find the First 
Table was so hallowed by the Jews, that they 
would not even defend a breach in their City on 



Digitized by 



Google 



214 SECTION XIU. 

the Sabbath day; while, at that very time, the 
whole mass of the popuIatioB was morally soak 
into all the abominations of a legion of devils. 

The reader will never suppose, from my argu- 
ing this, that I put any consideration of man in 
competition with that of God.— Were morab a 
duty but to MAN ONLY, there would be no ground 
for the argument ; for all men would then be 
right in the difference they make between pieties 
and moralities. But the argument is, the continur- 
al ERROR ofmankmd^ in not discerning that MO- 
RALITY TO MEN IS DUTY TO GOX).~a 
DUTY COMMANDED BY THE SON of G0J> 
as A FIRST RATE injunction.— By dis- 
cerning this, the Jews would have raised the 
Second Tabi^e without at all lowering the 
First : or, rather, they would not have lowered 
the Second Table from its designed rank, as they 
did. — But, as they so miserably sunk this, the 
Messiah raised it for them; and this by the most 
AWFUL and most inevitable sanctions/ 

In fine, — Christ not only established the mo- 
ralities AS primary commands x)f God: but it 
appears a most striking feature, that he never 
ceased to enforce this duty, by every variety of 
appeal, and every weight ojp Sanction* to the 
latest moment of his earthly course. 



Digitized by 



Google 
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Such is the fact: Th^ reader must draw his 
own inference. The magnitnde of it forces me 
into repetitions, which I wouM avoid. 

It is to be deplored, indeed, that Christianity, 
unless in the very first coii verts, has not been 
practised in its true Spirit, except in very par- 
tial instances : and therefore (unhappily) we can^ 
not appeal to the effects of pur£ Cheistianety, in 
those of past actual Christianity hi general. But 
this ha^ nothing to do with whai Christ taught 
ther Wofid; and, what is more, it makes nothing 
against another fact which crowns the argument, 
whi(;h i^, that his scheme (even if viewed as mere 
philosophy) actualfy DIB EFFECT a^ general 
cHk^GE upon his adult followers f even to the tear- 
ing up o/" HABITS iy their roots: — ^an exaniftle, 
ciiHainly, of most wonderftil force; and a fact 

mt^st rare in human experience.- It is at the 

same time, to be acknowledged, that though re- 
ligiotrs feelings do generally repress all ordinary 
and many very strong propensities ; yet, rule, 
or 6^PCfRTVinrY hng continued^ djflen prove too 
strong for human moral energy : and upon such 
temptations have those, whose province it be- 
cai»e to keep Christians in the right rule of 
Jssds, often themselves deviated wofally there- 
from and carried the world along with them. 
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The great fallacy which i think appears ia Mr. 
Hume's view of Christianity, is, in his confound- 
ing ORIGTNAL GENUINE CHRISTIANITY, with the 

several other actual religions which have taken 
its name, and thus lumping it in with the whole 
multiform mass of human superstitions. — He 
says, — " Survey most Nations and Ages. Ex- 
** amine the religious principles which have, in 
". fact, prevailed }n the world. You will scarce- 
" ly be persuaded, that they are other than sick 
** men's, dreams : Or perhaps will regard them 
*^ more as the playsome whimsies of monki^s in 
^' human shape, than the serious po.sitive asde- 
'' verations of a being who dignifies himself with 
" the uame of Rational.*' — Now this his charge, 
against Religions *^ which have, in fact, pre- 
** vailed in the world," is but too true. ,But, let 
us ask, what Eulogium could this Sceptic have 
pronounced, or what Eulogium could any Chris* 
unsh him to have pronounced, upon THE 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION, higher than results 
from his thus condemning all the other Religiops. 

Andy/WUY DID IT NOT MAKE HIM A CHRISTIAN? 

Common sense forbids us to believe, that .ever 
Mr. Hume for a moment contemplated the Re- 
ligion of Jrsus him8£Lf in any other view, than 
in direct intellectual opposition, to the whims of 
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a moo&ey/ or to the dreamg of any niab. For* 
one instance, among: innumerable^ ones, to prove. 
this; bath not Mr« Hume, (a man highly endow- 
ed with learning, with science, and witii gemos) 
contrasted these two truth9,^T-hame(y,«^^ The 
'^ greatest and truest zeal gives us ^no security . 
*\ ic^0insti h^oifisjn : : Bit opm impkt^ is> attambd 
** #iM a sacN^ dreqd ami eemptmct$€nJ''^^^* Nojre^ 
'Migwus'preeeptssafi^Qrous wbave notAeinadfifi- . 
'^ ad: by fh^M9$tKV0lupfmus and most abambnied of 
'^fften/WGmbttfd;: but BOtw; if it li^ais a^ute of «» 
actdai^^UsAidiiPhihsaphery ioi the EighteeqthiCen^' 
ti;iry»»tQ'icoci|>le. these moral feiltures, in contrast; 
wbift must h6, have tiid^gb^t i>f the ^'drejlm" ofen 

bidbr^, rih Iwhiob >difeaili:he ^.sot only itkhnned thb 
C^Linpon;;kaitrue:geiieial acal^,) tiuferblsd 'Tsm^^ 
ofiijit'.iMEAiAk fof [ curing ) it^ fay. j fi«n^:^^ a saaitM 
^^ drekd. aasd ckrfii^miirftox'* ais<^ hg^ 

pocrisjf as upon impiety atoe^/— r^The^ream 
was NOVEL in its conception ; ineffable in'the mag- 
nitude of its embrace; vast in practical utility; 
and mfuformly and n)08t./di6]iii6rablif.;fi!anin^ to 
thiS:welI4<CMig^ >stf seciety: ti while r^fiiim was: bope* ^ 
less* hp any crfber .BMsna; toutheifwoffkleilokigf 
knew, 4Hid': kimws; iStilL \ But Uias iluidk uH : fiiv ^ 

Mrbat is:a><ph|UMK»pher)to think of th« teabbingi' 

2F 
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aod conduct of' «A uota^ht HuiTiCi yetbttt.in 
Us yputh; whoi after: haviiig liad this drearo^ 
didja€iuaify rehhse it^hy chiibgiDg MOt^anfy the* 
sentimeob^lmt eisctJke conduct oC^ ibll6wenr.-^-» 
If :SiiB' vf My iindeedf dreaming; theu w^at is 

PHTLOSOPKY? . .^ \ ' 

One ghouM think th^t the appeal ofjkeuhwt; 
to .sound reason, is reFy strojig in fkvor of'the 
claims of Jesus : But, -vAuBt shall me ^«y 'when 
t1^ . ^i Abeam" iof human gcrietal ameliwcttio^i and 
sALVATrov, (sit/ c6mbi]i«d)<!lirhich has beefi at' 
least in part ieaiised in- owsigfai, is indispntaUy 
eafndd&U mth^ if not 'im fdfilm^ of^ varir- 
cms* dnvient Scriptvrc prcdtcUant^ of > sbifs Ss-* 
nro vidio was to ootnafor nwirisi purposes^^ wMdi 
B«il^ whethm^ he .^as niall jr piKMbisbd/by.Ckio; • 
off.-tfaat thdiiPropfaets Ididi but ailn»5eit:<airthin|^: 
itiiieh .^was z&enfBrdi tiius wonderfully Tcrified^' 
mvat be confcgwied' to be aaspeafcidbly marvelloiaur 
and iiAere^'ting. ..•■«:» Mt).- •■:. v^'*-" 



< THfi.Inquisijri wbiok/wasproposedt is liofwy fte^^ 
foce< )tba vyeaddf.^-r^^t^l /har^ in • flie; oittMt tntin 
Heated, that/the 'first nothrafor it was; tfad de^i 
sim oC private ieuid individual s«lisfabtioQ.-<^Ia: 
thiaJ bare^ irith regard to injwlf, ^nioceeded. 
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especially in ri^ard to ike pcmand op gsrtain^ 

. irv ; which demand I. here confess to have oi^qp 

thought yery natural, I dare believe, in .cofpnoQfi 

with many thousands of persons^ of >11 Secte. 

'', - — ^Let me therefoxe precede otiiers in a con* 

^fession of error, and assert that though^ ,$vhsn 

\4pqking to the subject (if an ordinary thinker^ i^- 

. THiKG HAS appeared to me. more reasonable, 

'. than that GOD should have spoken to AJJj ka 

^VTf^eatures INDUBITABLY a^ xp its «^in6 

.;^^S WORD; YET, NOT|iWft,.DOES NOVy i^. 

'::peartome more v^fjtiihQsof^iCAh than tqexpe.ct !(• 

V^flbon this result, it I cannot be. matter of <^tioa 

•••i.tv:l?ether I ought to withhold,^ or offer my view, 

^'wus, under all .dis^flyanta^e3» with a hope thf^t 

./ft may perform a ^H office to others. / 

wy Whatever inay be changeable to the exep^tio|ft 

j^it, I hope it win ^ot appeftr 4bat I am niuoti 

inclined to rest upon slight grounds ; far less to 

Ixiiiild upon either a superstitious faith, or ^n un^ 

^^fttie deference to authority. Nor do I expect to 

■]Bie. charged with having stooped from the track 

of rational inquiry, by any intentional conceair 

i^fient, or softening, of the apparently unfavorable 

features of the case. 

: That Sceptical Philosopher upon whose spe- 

cnlations on the general subject I have more par- 

2F2 
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ticularly animadverted, has waaod up his attack 
on Christianity, with the following sarcastical 
remark,-^^' Our moH Holy ReUgiofi is founded an 
^^ Faith, not on reason; and it is a sure vkethod of 
^* exposing it^ to put it to such a trial as it is by no 
«* tneaus fitted to endure." * — Nbw, ' it is pretty 
clear 1 humbly agree with him, that our Religfon 
19 founded on fatth: and all we difier in, as to. 
his conclusion, is, that I have argued that 
Faith IS fouKDed on reason. — If I have suc- 
ceeded in this, it must convert the Sceptical sar- 
casm, into a triumph of that Faith which it 
was designed to ridicule.— ^It* certainly was ilfr. 
jHiiiit^^ Essay on the subject, that more imme*-' 
diatety led to my going into it ; and for this my 
obligation to him is greal^ — Without being insen- 
sible to the si2e of his philosophical genius; and 
without denying'tfae justness' of his* reasoning, in 
several parts of the Essay in ' question ; I feel 
calmly satisfied, and therefore offer this suffrage, 
that he has failed to prove any such thing, as 

that Faith is not founded on Reason. The 

contrary of this his conclusion, (I hope to have 
shewn) is withih the grasp of very humble at^* 
tainments and plain common sense. 
*. Hunie'^ £s8ay on Miraclep . 
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In a word, — ^The great general sceptical ^nd 
popular error appears to have been, the confusion 
of our thinking, that because GOD's COM- 
MANDS OUGHT to be (and ake) clearly 
DEFINED, therefore THE SANCTIONS of 
them ought to be made INDUBITABLE.— But 
investigation shows, that MORAt probation could 
not be effected, nor merit possibly subsist; but 
that, on the contrary, GOD's HONOR must be 
affronted by prepossterous daily tmpieties, and 
MANKIND be sunk in the deepest selfishness ; were 
it not for that curious economy , o/' slightly VEIL- 
ING the CERTAINTY of the SANCTIONS, 
while ALL THE POINTS OF DUTY are 

HIOHLY ILLUMINED AND MANIFEST. 

Such appeal to be (so far as I can understand 
it) the Scripture Philosophy of the Libration of 
Moral Creatures^ between their own Self-love and 
their Duties to all other Beings; in which, those 
to their CREATOR are infinitely first and 
greatest. 

END. 

PrloM hy D. Cock au4 CO. 16, Grol WiadmiU Stred, Ht3nDirlct. 
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